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The Address—Mr. Woodsworth

will be in touch with the captain. I hold
that he is the most important witness that
can possibly appear before this board.

Hon. MAURICE DUPRE (Acting Minister
of Marine): In answer to the hon. mem-
ber I will say that the inquiry will be made
immediately and Mr. Barker will be . heard
as well as all other witnesses available.

Mr. DUFF': By the wreck commission, may
I ask?

UNEMPLOYMENT—WORK IN MONT-
REAL

On the orders of the day:

Mr. ARTHUR DENIS (St. Denis) (Trans-
lation) : Mr. Speaker, the City Council of
Montreal has decided to carry out certain
work in order to relieve the unemployed.
A delegation came to Ottawa to request a
contribution from the government in order
to defray the cost of such work.

No answer having yet been received, I wish
to inquire whether the government will now
disclose its intentions in this respect.

Hon. W. A. GORDON (Minister of La-
bour): If the hon. member will put the ques-
tion on the order paper I will be glad to
answer it.

Mr. DENIS (Translation): I am sorry that
the hon. Minister of Labour was unable to
catch my question. I notice that there are
French Canadian ministers present in the
house, could they not answer me orally?

GOVERNOR GENERAL’S SPEECH
CONTINUATION OF DEBATE ON ADDRESS IN REPLY

The house resumed from Monday, October
10, consideration of the motion of Mr. P. G.
Davies for an address to His Excellency the
Governor General in reply to his speech at
the opening of the session, and the proposed
amendment thereto of Mr. Mackenzie King.

Mr. J. 8. WOODSWORTH (Winnipeg
North Centre): Mr. Speaker, I find myself
very largely in agreement with the amend-
ment, though from my point of view it does
not go far enough. I must congratulate the
leader of the opposition (Mr. Mackenzie
King) on his conversion to many of the
ideas that have been advocated from this
corner of the house for some years past, but
I remember also that when the right hon.
gentleman was in office he took no action
along the lines that he now advocates. Take
unemployment, for example; if, in the last
year the right hon. gentleman was in office,
he had taken vigorous action along that line,

I am quite well convinced that he would be
in office now. Take the question of propor-
tional representation. We introduced that
question from this corner, but the govern-
ment gave no help whatever, though there was
abundant opportunity for bringing in this re-
form. Take the question of a central bank.
Older members of the house will remember
the inquiries of 1923 and 1924, and I person-
ally brought forward motions along this line
in 1925, 1926 and again in 1928. I would ask
where the present leader of the opposition was
then and what position he and his Minister
of Finance took in the debates which were
held in those years. However, I am very glad
indeed to find that he has been converted,
and in this corner we feel that from now on,
in discussing some of these measures, we will
have the support that hitherto we have not
had.

I have been wondering, however, whether
the leader of the opposition would go so far
as to agree with his colleague from Vancouver
Centre (Mr. Mackenzie). Only a few days
ago, on September 27, during an address be-
fore the Laurier Club, the hon. member for
Vancouver Centre is reported by the Canadian
Press to have stated his position as follows:

Money must be dethroned as the dictator
and must resume its real place as the servant
of humanity.

I heartily agree with that statement.
Further, the hon. member declared:

The nineteenth century battle for political
freedora has been won. We must now dedicate

ourselves to the twentieth century problem of
economic deliverance,

Again I heartily agree; we welcome a new
recruit. Further on, in outlining the new
objectives of Liberalism, the hon. member said
that Liberalism must direct its efforts, if it was
to keep in the forefront of progress in these
changing times, along certain lines which he
mentioned, and among other things he in-
cluded the care of the unemployed as a
national duty. That again is very different
from the position taken by his leader several
years ago. He mentioned also the writing
down of interest rates and the establishment
of a national bank, and he stated that we
must meet with courage the question of our
public debt, which I presume means scaling
it down in some form or other. The hon.
member declared also that we must declare
in favour of lowering world tariffs, and so on.

Some hon. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

Mr. WOODSWORTH: I am very glad in-
deed to find the support that is being given
this corner of the house in connection with
these matters.



