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friendly but unsuccessful attempt to induce
these Indians to return to their reservations.
It is to be hoped that such arrangements
may yet be made as may lead to their per-
manent and peaccful settlement, and thus
relieve Canada of a source of uneasiness and
a heavy expenditure.

The surveys of the Pacific Railway have
been pressed to completion during the past
season. A complete instrumental survey of
the route by the valleys of the North Thomp-
son and Lower Frazer Rivers hasbeen made
with a view to ascertain definitely whether
that route presents more favourable features
than the routes already surveyed to Dean
Inlet and Bute Inlet respectively. It is be-
lieved that the additional information now
obtained will enable my Government to de-
termine which route is the most advanta-
geous from Téte Jaune Cache to the sea.
Full information will be laid before you atan
early day of the season’s work in this and
other directions.

I am happy to be able to congratulate you
on the abundant harvest reaped in all quar-
ters ot the Dominion ; and I rejoice that un-
der this and other influences there has been
some improvement in the Revenue returns,
thus indicating, I trust, that the commercial
depression that has so long afflicted Canada,
in common with other countries, is passing
away,

My attention has been called to some im-
perfections in the existing system of audi-
ting the Public Accounts, and a measure
providing for their more thorough and effect-
ive supervision will be submitted for your
consideration.

The prospect of obtaining, at an early day,
greater facilities for reacking the North
Western Territories and the Province of
Manitoba is sure to attract a larger number
of settlers every year, and, a8 much of the
prosperity of the Dominion depends on the
rapid settlement of the fertile lands in these
Territories, it is desirable and neceseary to
facilitate such settlement as much as pos-
sible. In order to effect this, measures will
be submitted for your consideration concern.
ing the registration of titles, the enactment
of a Homestead Law, and the promotion of
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railway enterprige in districts not touched
by the Canada Pacific Railway.

Your attention will be called to a measure
for better securing the independence of
Parliament.

Experience has shown that certain changes
may advauntageously be made in the depart-
mental arrangements existing at present. A

‘Bill will be submitted to you for accompl ish-

ing this purpose without increasing the ex-
penditure or the number of Departments.

It is very desirable that there should be
uniform legislation in all the Provinces
respecting the traffic in spirituous liquors.
Hitherto that trade has been regulated by
Provincial laws, or laws existing before the
Confederation of the Provinces, althcugh
there has been lately a conflict of authority
as to the jurisdiction of the local authorities.
A Bill making the necessary provision will
be submitted for your consideration.

Various measures found necessary for the
amendment of existing laws will also be
submitted for your approval.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The Estimates for the ensuing year will be
laid before you at an early day. They have
been prepared with an anxious desire to
provide for all the branches of the public
service and the execution of pressing public
works, within the limits of the expected
revenue, without increasing the burden of
taxation.

I have directed that the Public Accounts
of the past financial year shall be laid before
you.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved

< That His Excellency’s Speech be taken
into consideration on Monday next.”
Motion agreed to.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.
Mg. MACKENZIE moved,

“ That Select Standing Committees of this
House, for the present Session, be appointed
for the following ~urposes :—1. On Privileges
and Elections; 2. un Expiring Laws; 3. On
Railways, Canals, and Telegraph Lines; 4.
On Miscellaneous Private Bifls + 5.0n Stand-
ing Orders; 6. On Printing; 7. Un Public
Accounts; 8. On Banking and Commerce:
9. On Immigration and Colonization,—which
said Committees shall severally be empow-
ered to examine and enquire into all such



