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fabric of Polish society . These people are not being
permitted to exercise their free will, or the freedoms
of thought and conscience which their country's signature
of the Helsinki Final Act ought to have assured them .
We have, in fact, a situation in which th e
governing authorities of a country which has advocated
"the right to life in peace" has interned its own people
in an extended "state of war" .

Principle VIII of the Helsinki Final Act states
that the participating states will respect the equal rights
of peoples and their right to self-determination, acting at
all times in conformity with the purposes and principle s
of the Charter of the United Nations and with the relevant
norms of international law, including those relating to
territorial integrity of states . By virtue of this Principle,
all people always have the right, in full freedom, to
determine, when and as they wish, their internal and external
political status, without external interference, and to
pursue as they wish their political, economic, social and
cultural development .

(TRANSLATION)

At the time of the imposition of martial law
in Poland, nearly ten million of the country's work force
of some fourteen million belonged to "Solidarity" . They
were supported in their efforts to improve the economic
and social conditions prevailing in Poland by their families
and friends, by the million-strong membership o f
Solidarity and by millions of sympathizers and admirers
around the world . Their valiant efforts to exercise their
right to self-determination gave us all hope in the power of
the individual to take his life in his own hands, to join
together with other like-minded individuals, and togethe r
to build a better future . These hopes were quashed on
December 13, 1981 . The present Polish authorities have
not , despite all their efforts, been able to explain to our
satisfaction why they acted as they did, where the threat of
civil war and anarchy came from .

I also wish to denounce other restrictions imposed
following the declaration of martial law . Prior to December 13,
the Polish government had undertaken a number of measures,
specifically a liberalization of passport regulations whic h
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