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The Values of a Christian Civilizatio n

No foreiEn policy is consistent no= :- coherent ove r
period . of yeGrs unless it is based upon some conception of hu .nL : .
values . I knov, that v.e live in an aCe when it is fashionable t_ ,
speuk in ter:iis only of hGrd realism in the conduct of inter-
n6tio .iul affairs . I rF:Glize also that at best the practice of
any policy is a poor approximation of ideals upon vv.hicri it .may

based . I aru sure, hov:ever, that in our national life v;e. are

continuully influenced by the .conceptions of Eood and evil v.hic`

international orE anization, both in peace and war, we have t~;I-

international organization .

emerged frorc, Hebrew and Greek civilization and which have been
trGnsfor,uEd und trùnsliiittc,d throuEh the Christian traditions ofj .
the Vw'estern World . These are, values rhich lay emphasis on the
importGnce of the individual, on the place of moral principles
in the conduc t of hu.nan re1Gt ions ,' on standards of j udgment
rhich transcend mere material vtiell-beinp_ . They have ever
influenced our national life as we have built a modern state fr~
l,ast . to West across this continent . I am equally convince d
that on the bGsis of this common experience we shall discern
the sanie values in v.orld affairs, and that, we shall seek t o
protect and nurture them .

e) 'The accepti:nce of International kes onsibilit
in ;eevinL- v:it i our once tion of our ltoie in
Vo, o r â nf f41rs

There is a fifth basic principle which I shoul~i like
to mention before considerin€ the background of our rela-Aons
particular countries . That is willinEness to accept internLti ;,

responsibilities . - I know that there are many in this country • : I

feel that in the past ir.e have played too sm&ll a part in the
develop.aent of international political or€nriizGtions . The Cro,,~
in this country of a sense of political responsibility on an
international scale has perhaps been less rapid than some of u _

would like . It has nevertheless been a perceptible Lrov,th ; an
agbin.and ûgain on the major questions of participation i n

our decision to be present . If there is one conclusion that o .
common experience has led us to accept, it is that security fo , ,
this country lies in the development of a firm structure o f

I have been speaking of certain €eneral principles
v:hich I think underlie the conduct of our external policy .
These are principles which have been defined and articulated
in the practice of relations with other countries over ,ranv
decades . In this application of our principles, too, we h~~

-reached certain general conclusions on which v. : are al l

and which serve as a guide to policy . ~

III . TU PRI:CTIC•L tPPLIClTION

a) The Commonv~ealth which we Ourselves have Fashioned

for tic~.ievl :~ the ends we : & slre in y,o r c4.fiûir s

We have never attempted to define in precise terms
our relations with the Co :rurwnwe Llth . They are nevertheless

a basic consideration in the external policy of this country .

In discussing them I will recall two aspects of this
relationship concernin F_ whieh I an sure there v. ,_11 be no

diss gree:aent . In the first place the Commonv:e ,.~ lth i s a form

of political association Khich is unique . There has never

been anything like it before in history . There is no parallej
to it in the contemporary u orld . It is the only case on


