
- If Canada does continue to engage with the countries of the Americas, and current

demographic patters continue, a deepened regional coverage can be expected to follow

over the long terni.

The symposium agenda was divided into three main panels:

Panel 1 - Colombia: A case study of (under?) coverage.
Panel 2 - The Quebec City Sunimit of the Americas 2001: What's to cover?

Panel 3 - Latin America and the Caribbean as reflected in the Canadian media: How far have we

corne?

Colombia: A case study of (under?) coverage

I the opening presentation, Ricardo Âvila of Cambio (a Colombian news weekly) provided an

overview ofçColombia's intenal. conflict and its regional signiificance. As Âvila explained,

Colombia faces a host of critical problenis related to the war between the govemment and

guerrilla forces supported by the drug trade. As a result of the political and social struggles,

3 5,000 people were killed in the past 10 years in Colombia and more than 3,000 were kidnapped

st year alone. The risc in guerrilla membership is mirrored by the 81 per-cent increase in violent

paramilitary members since 1992; a deadly cycle which lias perpetuated the violence. Colombia's

per capita income lias now stagnated at 1994 levels and it faces mass emigration from the

country.


