The Auckland Cemmuniqué

Introduction

1. Commonwealth Heads of Government met in Auckland, New Zealand,
from 10-13 November 1995, Of the 48 countries which attended the Meeting,
33 were represented by Heads of State or Prime Ministers. The Meeting was
chaired by the Prime Minister of New Zealand, the Rt Hon James Bolger.

2. Heads of Government commenced their deliberations with a message of
ielicitations to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 1, Head of the Commonwealth.

3. Heads of Government noted with particular pleasure the return of South
Africa to the Commonwealth in June 1994 and accorded a special welcome to
President Nelson Mandela. They welcomed Cameroon, represented by Presi-
dent Paul Biya, as the Commonwealth’s 52nd member.

4. Heads of Government expressed their deep appreciation for the warm
welcome and hospitality accorded to them in New Zealand, for the excellent
organisational arrangements made for the Meeting and for the outstanding man-
ner in which the Chairman had guided the deliberations.

Global Review

5. Heads of Government reaffinmed their commitment to the fundamental
values set out in their Harare Commonwealth Declaration of 1991. They siressed
that democracy, development and respect for human rights and fundamental
ireedoms were interdependent and mutually reinforcing. They requested the
Secretarial to assist member governments (0 promote greater awareness, edu-

. cation and training in human rights and to continue to support governmental
efforts for the promotion of democracy, good governance, sustainable develop-
ment, alleviation of poverty and respect for human rights and fundamental
freectoms, in an integrated and mutually reinforcing manner.




