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One of Canada's costliest and most destructive
pests, the spruce budworm, has a new enemy.

Dr. Arthur Retnakaran, of the Insect Pathology
Research Institute of the Ontario Department of
Fisheries and Forestry, Sault Ste. Marie, recently
visited Atomic Energy of Canada's Chalk River
Nuclear Laboratories to irradiate several aduit bud-
worm moths in an AECL Gammaceli irradiator.

He is experimenting with the "sterile-male"
technique, as well as other methods, to find controls
for the spruce budworm, which overruns valuabie
forest land every year in Eastern Canada. Theoreti-
caliy, sterile maies released in the field compete
with normai spruce budworm maies.

How does -one transport 250-newly-hatched
spruce budworm moths ini cold weather? Dr.
Retnakaran, technician John French, and assistant
Christopher Rose placed each in a glass tube, which
was labelled to show the age of the moth. Protection
against temperature variations was achieved by
placing the tubes ini a box a long with a fan and
heating element which was plugged into the cigarette
lighter of their station wagon.

SOAPSTONE AVAILABLE FOR ESKIMO ART

Commenting on reports that Eskimos might be
prevented f rom quarrying soapstone for carving
purposes because the ground was covered by minerai
dlaims, Mr. jean Chrétien, Minister of Indian Affairs
and Northern Development, stated recently that
without a permit or payment of fees, any resident of
the Northwest Territories could take reasonable
quantities of sand, gravel or stone for his own use
from any territorial lands when the surface rights had
not been otherwise disposed.


