
thernes

O)thers point to a relation between mental iliness and I{IV/injection drug use,»3 and

more broadly, to provincial and federal cutbaclcs in social services. One expert, for

example, noted that "more than 85% of the places dedicated for individuals with mental

heatth illness were closed, yet 30%/ (of IDUs) .. eporte a diagnosis of mental illness."

Further, "federal govenriment support for social housiflg dsper ..,detoxes were

*liminated as budget restrictions were imposed .. 5cil assistance was denied to individuals

with outstanding police warrants ... We postulate this lac]c of critcl services and the

negative effects of deadly public policies facilitated an epidemnic of RIV in IIDUS.112 4

Thbe government, at provincial and especially federal levels, bas had to cope with the

r)esue assooiated with a galloping debt and deficit by enactig often paifu~l cutbacks in a


