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TELECOMMUNICATrIONS

Colombla's first telephone linos wore installed in Santafé de Bogoté in 1884. inAugust 1943 the Colomblan Congresa approved a law to purchase MarconiWireless Telograph Co., established twonty years oaulier, and to combine Rt wfth*Radio Naciona'to formn the Natin Radiocommunications Company.
In May 1947 thiis company was renamed the National TelecommunIcatonGompany -TELECOM, and givon a monopoly of long-distance telephone service.The Ministry of Mal and Tolegraphs and the MJ America Gables and RadioCompany continued delivering national and international telegraph services.
In 1948 Santafé de Bogoté's local telephone network was automated, and in 1949the national govemment began to promote interconnection of local and long-distance telephone networks.

The year 1954 marked the establishment of the first telex offices in Medellin andSantafé de Bogoté, and the first television transmission in Colombia. A second 1Vchannel began operation In Santafé de Bogoté in 1964.
By 1958 Empresas Pùblicas de Medellin initiated automatic telephone service withnolghbouring municipalities, becoming the flrst metropolitan area with commonrates and numbering and the first to inaugurate a TANDEM switch.
The MJ America Gables and Radio Company left the country i 1960 and as aresuft, the ownership of al national and international tolecommunications was IColombian hands for the first tUme. With this increased responsibiity came arecognition of the neod for highly-tralned personnel, and the following yearTELECOM creatod the Electronlcs and Communications Technical Instftute -ITECto train techniclans.

In 1964 the responsibllty for the telex system (Colombia had 8,000 telexsubocribers In 1991) was transferred from the Minlstry of Communications toTELECOM and in 1965 TELECOM joined INTELSAT (tho International SatelliteCommunications Consortium). .

The first stage of a hlgh capaclty national microwavo network was inauguratod hi1968, and i the same year TELECOM telephone and telegraph networks waroconnected wlth Ecuador and Venezuela

Telecom launchod an experimental service i 1983 called DAPAQ to providoaccess to data banks from several countrles. The success 0f this service led to


