relationship with its individual ASEAN “dialogue”
partner and to voice Canada’s perspective on
political and economic issues affecting the region.

In 1989, Canada established the Canada-
ASEAN Centre in Singapore in part to facilitate
ASEAN-wide development co-operation activities,
but also more generally to extend Canada'’s profile
in the region. The Centre’s new quarterly publication
RAPPORT highlights Canada’s relationships with
the countries of the ASEAN region. The Centre also
promotes the understanding of our respective
institutions, cultures and peoples through programs
in public affairs, institutional co-operation, academic
relations and business co-operation. The focus of
Canada’s development co-operation with ASEAN
countries has shifted from a policy centred primarily
on natural resource development and technology
transfer, to one of increased industrial co-operation
and human resource development.

The Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada, whose
mandate encompasses the entire Asia Pacific region,
opened an office in Singapore in 1990, to improve
service to Canadians in the nations of Southeast
Asia and to strengthen Canada’s involvement in
the ASEAN region. The Foundation works towards
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these objectives through various cultural, educa-
tional, business and media programs. Examples of
recent Foundation activities in the ASEAN region
are as follows: a) sponsoring an annual Media
Fellowship Program whereby Canadian journalists
spend two months in an Asian country, to study its
culture, institutions, politics and development,

and in 1991, sponsoring 5 ASEAN journalists on a

6 week media tour through Canada; b) sponsoring
or co-sponsoring ASEAN participants at interna-
tional conferences in Canada such as the Pacific Rim
Opportunities Conference (PROC VII) in Calgary in
1991 and GLOBE ‘92 - an international conference
on business and the environment held in
Vancouver; and ¢) launching many academic
initiatives (over 50 in 1990) in Canada at the
secondary and post-secondary level.

CANADA-ASEAN ECONOMIC AND
COMMERCIAL RELATIONS

Canada’s economic and commercial
relationship with the ASEAN region is expanding.
The dynamic growth and diversification of the
economies of the ASEAN member countries offer
excellent opportunities for Canadians.
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