
mining in the 1980's

As in the past, mining remained the single mont important
econouic sector in Peru, accountinq for soma. 3 percent of
.mployment, il percent of GDP and 50 percent of expert revenues.
The influence of mininq in eceneule developm.nt lias been equally
impressive. Since soma 75% of its inputs are doxnestically sourced,
mininq lias served te f uel industrial growth. Due to the remote
locations of mest mines, their development lias contributed greatly
te infrastructure expansion, brinqinq rail, roads and power into
the extensive central highlandu of Peru, where there is virtually
ne ether ecenomic activity but subsistence agriculture. Min ing
çoupanies have also contributed te development by providing
)'iusing, schools, and liespitals fer werkers and dependents. Many
mines aise have had to build their ewn hydre plants, many of which
have aise served surrounding communities. A recent governm'ent,-
estimate indicated that the indirect benefits of mining may
contribute an additional 20% te Peruls GNP.,

In~ the. 1980s, Peru, perliape due tin part te the dominance of
the state in mining, was unable te expand its supply of inerals


