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phenomenon, but a blow to their physical and moral integrity, against which they
have the right (and the duty) to fight, whether they are themselves the victims or

the witnesses. Beyond these urgent protective measures for maltreated women and

children, as well as repressive measures for the authors of this maltreatment, it

would be proper to set in motion long-term supportive machineries of aid and
guidance for maltreated women and children, as well as the people, often men, who

maltreat them.

III. PEACE

A. Obstacles

Paragraph 232

The threat to peace resulting from continuing international tension and
violations of the United Nations Charter, resulting in the unabated arms race, in

particular in the nuclear field, as well as wars, armed conflicts, external
domination, foreign'occupation,acquisition of land by force, aggression,
imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, apartheid, gross violation of
human rights, terrorism, repression, the disappearance of persons and
discrimination on the basis of sex are major obstacles to human progress,
specifically to the advancement of women.

Paragraph 233

Such obstacles, some of which occur with increasing frequency, continually
reinforce and are reinforced by historically established hostile attitudes,
ignorance and bigotry between countries, ethnic groups, races, sexes,
socio-economic groups and by lack of tolerance and respect for different cultures
and traditions. Their negative effects are increased by poverty, tensions in
international economic and political relations which are often aggravated, as well
as by the arms race, both nuclear and conventional. The arms race in particular
diverts resources which could be used for developmental and humanitarian purposes,
hinders national and international development efforts and further handicaps the
well-being of the poorest nations and the most disadvantaged segments of the
population.

Paragraph 234

Despite the achievements of the Decade, women's involvement in governmental
and non-governmental activities, decision-making processes related to peace,
mobilization efforts for peace, education for peace and peace research remains
limited. Their participation in the struggle to eradicate colonialisme
neo-colonialism, imperialism, totalitarianism including fascism and similar
ideologies, alien occupation, foreign domination, aggression, racism, racial
discrimination, apartheid and other violations of human rights has often gone
unnoticed.

Paragraph 235

Universal and durable peace cannot be attained without the full and equal

participation of women in international relations, particularly in decision-making
concerning peace, including the processes envisaged for the peaceful.settlement of
disputes under the Charter of the United Nations nor without*overcoming the
obstacles mentioned in paragraph 232.
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