‘50‘ i

7 —'—

volllrrie 9, No. 24 . "s
e —
c
anada at world health meeting
The Canadian government, recognizing

t
hat health and socio-economic develop-

gl:]?; are linkeq, has focused its social
the Y on the elimination of poverty and
Saidpfliomo’uon of economic development,
o Qalth and Welfare Minister Monique

Worlg li_llearllt liiddress to the thirty-fourth
May 4_22'a Assembly held in Geneva,
Bat?g;?st Bégin, who. led the Canadian dele-
in 0 thS meeting, told delegates that
s anada ; problems of urban poverty
peoplegrowmg chgllenge” because more
Seargy are migrating to large cities in
that thOf employment. The minister said
. ¢ health of Canada’s Indians and

is()lateg%ples, many of whom live in
be L nor.the:rn communities, must also
hi gh Priority because they experience

o (ll}lcldence of gastroenteritis, respira-

deagy I;ease, alcoholism and accidental
°°Ura.' he Canadian government is en-
Pec)p]glpg greater participation by native
¢ 1n developing economic and health

Ograms d
S 1r i
m‘nlster_ ected to them, said the

l)l.-e :e“t’iVe measures
Moge ©8In said that in order to deal with
hag ;" Nealth problems greater priority
€ given to preventive measures
iy 0 the environment and to public
dents ation and education. Traffic acci-
bre s, heart disease, lung cancer and
deagp Cancer cause a large number of
Drpy ' In  Canada, said Miss Bégin.
stressag’ smoking, poor eating habits,
Si“gly nd .lack of proper exercise are also
Qeap,” Or in combination major causes of
“” Tshe added.
to ‘ér hese killers could be held in check
In lifesetater or lesser degree by a change
greategt Yle. I am convinced that the
fessi, challenge facing the health pro-
to cha today is to convince the public
Shorgg,, o habits and behaviours _that
Bggiy, 1 VeS and affect health,” said Miss
fedep,y " Canada there are a number of
fpecificaand provincial programs directed
Digjgg., © 'O some of these problems:
Style» g‘ff on Drinking”, “Operation Life-
Fogd’ .arficipaction”, and “Canada’s
8oe nmu‘de . In addition, the federal
o g a?:‘lnt recently started a program
nutritbn ¢ youth from smoking and a
The Program called ‘‘Balance”.
Healt mlmS.ter said that the World
Tganization’s ‘“Health for all by
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Health Minister Monique Bégin

the year 20007 program will involve
«concerted action” by Canada’s federal
and provincial governments. Although the
provinces have the primary responsibility
for health services, both levels of govern-
ment have roles to play in health promo-
tion, protection and prevention, and re-
search and financing of health systems,
said Miss Bégin. “The WHO strategy pro-
vides us with an excellent blueprint for
this co-operative action,” she added.

The WHO program “‘provides uniquely
for co-operation among all countries, de-
veloped and develoning”, said the minister.
“The sharing of experience is perhaps the
most important form this co-operation
will take, but certain countries — the least
developed — require the support of the
international community if they are to
put their own scarce resources to best
use,” Miss Bégin added.

Canada spent 7.1 per cent of its gross
national product on health, said Miss
Bégin. She said that rather than
using resources almost exclusively on
treatment facilities and technological ex-
pertise, there is a greater need today for
the development of: community health,
with particular emphasis on individual in-
volvement; care of the aged and infirm;
and health promotion and prevention.
“There are within the spectrum of health
care possibilities an optimum combina-
tion of treatment and prevention for each
country,”’ she added.

Breastfeeding
In addition, the minister reaffirmed Can-

ada’s commitment to breastfeeding. Can-
ada was one of the 118 countries at the
meeting in Geneva that voted in favour of

the International Code of Marketing of
Breast Milk Substitutes.

Federal and provincial health author-
ities in Canada have been working in
conjunction with professional and other
non-governmental organizations to de-
velop and implement breastfeeding pro-
motion programs. The results indicate
that the percentage of infants being
breastfed has, during the last ten years,
increased nationally from a low of about
40 per cent to nearly 60 per cent. These
Canadian programs are consistent with
the general thrust of the code and contain
some of the measures outlined in the
code.

University hiring policy changes

Universities will be required to advertise
for Canadian candidates and evaluate
their suitability before seeking foreign
academics for post-secondary teaching
positions in Canada, according to new
policy changes announced by Employ-
ment and Immigration Minister Lloyd
Axworthy.

“Although the present policy was de-
signed to ensure that foreign academics
were not admitted for teaching jobs until
the vacancies had been brought to the
attention of Canadian citizens and per-
manent residents, universities were per-
mitted to advertise for applicants from
other countries at the same time as they
were advertising in Canada. The decision
to determine the availability of Canadians
first will strengthen our policy of en-
suring that people already living in
Canada have a chance to compete for
these jobs before anyone from abroad is
considered,” said Mr. Axworthy.

Mr. Axworthy said he has informed
the provincial governments of the policy
changes and that he is prepared to work
with individual provinces, or jointly with
them, to ensure that qualified Canadians
receive prior consideration in the filling
of academic positions.

Since the present policy was intro-
duced in 1977, about one-quarter of all
teaching personnel employed by Can-
adian universities has been filled by non-
Canadians.

“Because of the large number of post-
graduates now leaving our universities
each year, I feel it is only fair that we
find out if there are qualified candidates
available on the Canadian market before
advertising abroad,” the minister added.
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