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or buoyant. Uer girlisli years liad been saddened by the death of lier
parents, and by the mouruful breaking up of the old home. Her early
married life had been clouded by the financial losses of lier liusban4d,
by the loss of lier only brother, and later, by tlie death of the youngei
cf lier two boy%, a etroke from whicli she neyer fully recovered."1

And again: IlI remember but one incident in my intercourse wltb
my brother, which I repent of; even yet it causes a pang, thougli ift
was, sixty years ago. One day, not long before lie was selzed with the
iliness whicli proved .fatal to hlm, lie a8kei me to assist hlm. witli a
difficuit piece of Latin translation. I was busy with some aif air or
my own, and refused. Rie went away disappointed. .Sucli littie acifA
of unkindness may formn bitter drops i the cup of life, even wlieu
repented of and forgiven."

In addition to these notes there le extant a large body of pane-.
gyric and eulogy. Creditable as it le Wo the writerse it is of no grea.t
value for purposes of biography.

It la a curious survival of an idea from the days when noue but
clerics possessed the accomplialiments of writing and reading, that a
clergyman le best fitted for the 'wo* of edueatiou. Atoêwlwhen
a Principal for McGill University was required in 1852, diligent searceb
w1Is made for a clergyman wlio was in possession of certain educationai
qualifications, in addition Wo those wvbich are proper Wo a minister ci
the gospel. On the other hand there was a body of opinion againso
jfring to the University a tinge cf denoinationalism, and it waj

Ftrngteê 1y the attempt whieli lad been made by Dr. Betliun(
before his retirement ln 1846, Wo bring the Institution wltbln the pa~h
of the (3hurch of England. Aftr the retirement of Dr. E. A. Merediti,
Wo assume a political appolntment, the Prlncipalship would have faller
to Archdeacon Leachi, Juad it not been fea.red that lus archidiaconal quai
Rties iniglut revive thie old controversy. Accordingly, Sir William Dawsor
was chosen, a man who, it was believed, possessed thue sobrlety of o
ininister, wit1hout those qualities which are conferred by ordiation.
And iu triutl from t>uis poinit of view alone the choice could not havc
fallen upon a lbetter mani.

Sir William Dawson was of Scotch descent, of the Dawsýns ol
Grombie, and being a younger branch hie people wýere of the cas of
farxuers. In the famlly there wa an Irishu atrain, accompanied by a
tradition of Catholicism in religion, anud of Jacobite leanixigs iu politlç8,
Indeed, Sir Willlaz's u4anfathar lad been out with the Pretender ln
Forty-Flve, but~ le afterwarde »marrled a wife of the Protestant faith,
a Mitchell of Frendeaght, anud went~ over to the Presbyteriau religion'
with lier. Hlm father, James D>awson, being also a you4ger son, paed


