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Aiuit Eary'u Four Guests.

"The table is ail set, Aunt Mary."
"«Ail right," Aunt Mary answered, "we, wilI have

dinner as soon as tbe outdoor table is ready, toa."
Wby," exclairned Sue, "it's dreadful cold. Who

wouid want Ca eat outdoors toý-day ?"

"I know it is coid," Aunt Mary replied, "and for
that reason I mnust be ail -the rnore particular ta
spread a nice feast outdoors, for 1 bave four guests
wha corne ta eat tbere every day."

-Sue was, very rnuch puzzled, and she watcbed
curiausly while Aunt Mary braught out a piece of
suet and a slice of bread, and eut thein into snaîll
pieces.

"Tbe table is under the elm tree, just outside the
dining-room window, and tbe guests are a squirrel,
a bluejay and two littie birds called sapsuckers."

"Oh !" exclaimed sue, beginning ta understand.
"I like ta feed tbem at di-nner turne," Aunt Mary

continued, "because tben I an watch thein while I
eat rny own dinner. They bave been lots of com-

i pary for me this winter."
"OI sbauld tbink it would be nice 1" exclaimed

Sue. "Can I belp set their table ?"
"Yes, indeed," answered Aunt Mary; andf then

they went out together ta tbe littie shelf under tbe
elm tree, and there tbey scattered the bits of bread
and stiet._

"The suet belps ta keep tbem warn'in the cold
weather," Aunt Mary explained, as she placed the
last piece upon tbe board.

* Then they burried in, for it was cold, as Sue had
said, and in a moment mare were ready for their*

* own dinner, for Aunt Mary lived alone, and Sue had
carne ta spend her holiday vacation with her.

It was only a few rninutes before ane of the little
sapsuckers appeared, antd began ta peck eagerly at
the suet. He was working busily away, wben down
the tree carne the squirrel. The little sapsucker
hastily caugbt a bit of suet in bis bill and flew back
ta the 1imb of the tree.

"Oh, that is too bad," exclaimed Sue. "Won't
they eat together ?"

"No," said Aut fMary. "Someti-mes the squirrel
and the bluejay will cat together for a turne, for the

i bluejay is nearer the squirrel's size, but the little sap-
suckers are afraid of theni bath, and usually the
squifWe is king of the feast."

Just theni a gorgeous bird, which Sue knew fram
the color of its feathers mnust be the bluejay, camne
boldly down beside Mr. Squirrel. He fluttered bis

wings as though for a sign to the squirr1f to leave,
but the squirrel did flot think he bad had his share,
and nibbled away on lis bit of bread. Pretty soon
he taok another piece and ran with it up the tree.
-The bluejay flew off with a piece of suet, and in a
twinkiing the two sapsuckers flew down and began
ta cat.

"It's just too funny," said Sue, "the way they take
turn about. I wish they woul.d ail corne and eat
peaceably together."

"I wish they wauld," said Aunt Mary, "but they
have tiot become that friendly yet. Perhapis they
may before the wi'nter is over, but I arn afraid loît..
I notice,-thougb, that each one s.eems to get his
share of the feast."

Just then Samn, Aunt Mary's cat, jurnped upon the
sewing machine which stood in front of tbe win-
G0W.

"Oh !" said Sue in alarin, ready ta run and take
him down; but ta ber astanisbrnent the' two littie
hirds went calrnly an eating, -and paid na attention
ta Sarn, while Sain himiself sat quietly by and
watcbed tbe birds at their dinner.

,Aunt Mary noticed Sue'% loo>k of aniazernent, and
laughed.

'"I dan't wander that you are surprised," she said,
"but bath Samn and the birds have Ieatned that there
is a good thick pain of glass between thein. When
they first began coming Sami was quite excited. He
jumiped upon tlke machine, scratched upon the glass,
and af course frightened bath birds and squirrel
away. Then when they carne again, he tried jump-'
ing for thein, but be found that he only dashed bis
foolisb littie head against a very bard window pane.
The birds, too, soon found that be could flot reach
thein, and now tbey cat, as yau see, wbile he sits
and watches thein."

'Sue had a1rnast fargotten ber own dinner in ber
interest in the sinail visitors in "featbers and fur"
just outside tbe windaw, and during ail the rest of
,her stay with Aunt Mary sbe enjoyed ber dinner
mare than any other rneal, for she neyer tired of
watching tbese srnall guests wbo seemed ta find
somnething different ta do for ber amusement every
tume they came ta their autdaor table.-I. D. cowles,
in Kindergarten Magazine and Pedagogical Digest.

Messrs. L. Higgins & Ca., Moncton, N. B., are
sending out a very attractive advertisement, havinz
as a centre pièce the pictures of the " Founders o~f
the Dominion." It is sent by mail, pre-paid, ta anyý
adclress for forty cents.


