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'TI,Ç itKta-rç à,' -roî yvpvao-ioiç 4avEiT(t.

-Plato.
1 lic \\ orsip of tic athicte and bis art is so humnan

ai iii li( i-ciiL tan implfulse, iliat the modern cxaltation of
attil I tics ducs iot. cunfruîit uis witb aiîy lie\\, cit or doc-
triiic, but w ill simply the pccui ar dcvciopmcents and
plaises (if a p)rimuitive sentiment.

I or the Irî (i( atl.lcic oif cvery agc catch les tbe puiblic
fax oi ;îand adimiration îlîrotigh bbis cxbibiting tbc liard
quai iti cs f ix c, p1îick and end uranice, tic i)asis of the

i ceck '- d i "spî)rit,'' xx bch, iii csteemning so highly,
wxc airc but foilowingi iii the stcps of i lato, who re-

ga tlc -i spirjîci -' ceecnt as one of tie vital csscu-
tmlaicn tli c cducation of th lic ng mn of thc -Ferfect

Rcugardinz i liics froni tiis coi nii n hasi s of ad-
îuiî1-atîoii, tiiere ias lcice b)ut littlc raudical change in
la. oi)lcýs mi)Oît if x icxx siii c tbc --aines ih li t recks celc-
b)1ai cil ai P ai rociis' fî ici-ai to tii c t impiani meeting of
i cob. Tlii i. e cli cliniiaîc and iracc bave vecessai-il v

laN c l ai] important part iii deternîînîîîgi special miles,
ti ics anîd cti( i ette of svort, but belîiid ail tis, dleep
doxun iii ili ibeanrt lu rks t bat oid animal love of bard
figlîtiîîg. x licrc tbc spiritcd jualitics have free scope and
pliay. '"lis adiiiir-atioii is tic unifving feattîre of ail good.
trie sport, xx letiier ht bc for tbe splenii( charge of the
luaIf-1bac!ýt i u itlie opposiiîg Iiiic. or for the griiîl.
stea(lv 1crvx e(if die b atsîiaiî wlo has ' fougbit -' elevenl
mien for auii i(rliii anîd bias îlot 'e giveli a cbance."

Trilîuîe paPI to proxu s sucli as tis piîts lis side
hv qide xxiîlî tue clbeering throiîg that xvatched the
millier finish in tie (-)Iinîpiai stadîiiîî, and wouild

mlakýe tue Creeks, Spartans iii partictilar, niost tieiighted
ain(]i îter-estcdj spectators iii a modern ''ub " match.

The Gr,,eeks conîîlcd the vears bv the great
C)ivmpian galines. Tbe cnthlnsîastic sportsman of to-day
i,; Still the Gre-iitoîitand expression, for hi.q
chironiologv isý largeix a list of inernorable athietic
aiclie(veinieits-" the vear that Cross of Nex Collegze
hro!i i l haf-miile record,'' anîd, to 11ore7 firmiy settie
tlîiq da-,te l'e ajdds that in the saine vear, " Oxford had to

Tii a, uiiversitv ahbove ail places. whiere mien are

voinge andt bloodcilîs fa :;t alnd hot, we ma'expect to find
deep bîornage paid to athietics and a .;tron.g feeling of
liero-xv-orshIip for the suiccessfinl atlilete.

Tiîe question of pairaîîîoiît importanîce is-îow far
is this enlthuîs-insnîlîae o, soîd. ealthv and logical
piîîcinleq ? Tlox' fan nîav tiiese atilirtics be accepted
us, the truce. ela itvpe, estahliqliineL a toiîe aîîd spirit.
so inîstinct Nxvith the lnorni sud iirtvof the U niversitv,
so iiarnlonioniis and eveli in their xxoliî,thiat they 'av
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serve as anl object lessoil and a pattern to an etire coin-
niunity ?Noxv, if atbietics are to exercîse a real indlu-
euîce iii any b ody of min thiere inuist be getîcrai participa-
tionu, or at least a livcly symipathy. 'l'lie (Àreel, gantes
exenîplificd tiîis. The fouir great atlecic inxetiiîgs-tlîe
(Jlynipiaui. the I'ythiaiî, the Istiîmiauî aîîd the Nenean,
uvere for more t1bai a ceîîury tiîe nmain bonîd of unity
aîîîong the scatîcrcd states o}f (Grece, controilcd l)y nu
ceîîtraiiziîîg, ixolitical teiîdcicy , but staniniig eaciî aloof
in a straine1 spirit of jcaloîîs rivairy. These great con]-
tests, openl to ail (Žecks, brouglit tbé toxx'îlsmcnei from far
and i vdc, to worshlîî and sacrifice to tlîc saine I)eity,
to witiîess tlîe sanie sports, andi reucxv tlîe pleasant asso-
ciations of formîer claxs. 'l'ie mîeetinîgs xvere tînder the
'4'Iriice of God - auid, 1111(er surrouilidings 5(1 suggestive

of peace aîîd paternai feelinîg, yet so stiiuating and
braciuîg in tlîeir influence, tiîe Greeks cauglit a feeling of
nîational priuic iii tlicir (lxxi supreiacy over -barbariail
races, tlîuis kcepîuîg alive tiîe vital sî)ark of uility tliat
biazed forth iîî tbe s1 îlendî(l fire of couîcerted action at
Mamatlhon, Salamis and Tiîernîopylae. What these great
gaunes did for the uuiitv of tbc Greek toxvinsmen athletics
should (Io for the stuideiît body. In anv large University
tiiere is aiways a risk of disiiîtegration of synmpathies and
interests, especiaill xvien there is no0 coini-oîî residential
if e.

'lhc separation ail( isolation of tlîe outside existence
is fîurtlîer iîîcmeased 1w tiîe diversitv of purpose aîîd habits
incidentaI to tiîe puireiy academic sitie of life. Thiere the
dlivisioni of sciîoois, factilties and courses tend to a dis-
traction of tue gelîerai aiît a cenîeiîting of tlîe individual
interests. In ftie keeni conîpetition for class honors each
mnî naturaliy xvorks soleiy for Iiiî-nself, iîot moved by
aniv corporate or fratcruîal imîpulse.

Now it beconîes tiîe (ltv of alletics to, draw to-
getlier ail thiese scattered eieîîîents, and to substitute for
the conîplexitx' of amins and objects, tue conimnln interest
of recreative enjoynieut in the " iiudered exercise of
onîe 1s natuiral force." In such ail atmiosphere mn are
(lix-ste(l of suîcli accidients as " course "or "vear," and
xxith onle lîeart antI puirpose give thenîselves up to the
fresi anti wholesonîe instinct of deliglit in bodiiv exer-
cîse. " What religion knits people so closeiv as corn-
111on sport ?'" says Robert Louis Stevenson iii bis " In-
land VTovage," referring to tue iîeartv reception given
him hv the " Royal Sport Nauitique." a boating clb in
Beigitim. Tt %v'as a rainv uight, but tlîe boat-house was
cmoxxded xvitiî niemibers, xxho took the xvet and xvearv
traveiler to their biearts, Nvith tlîe eager question-

"nAnigleterre vous enmployez les siiding-seats n'est ce
pas?" Wheiî xxarnîed anti fed, the gilest of the eveng
returîîed the lhospitaiitv bv ansxvering. as hest hie coîîld,
a v'olley of questions on Engiish boats, nmakers, styles
and design,,, " We are employed in commerce during
the day," said ail enthusiiastic Reigiaîî. "Ibut in tHe even-
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