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pub)lic life, but it fias also by a grave bistorian been
declared that Great Britain lias steadily ainîcci
throughout lier wbole bistory to mnake inorality flie
basis of bier political activity. Il Froin our point of
view," writes MVr. Gardiner, of England, "lthe ex-
tension of our rule is a benefit to tlue world, and
snbject races have gained far more tban tbey have
lest by snbmiissiou to a just and beneficent admninis-
tration, whilst our coensels have always, or alinost
alwavs, been given witb a view to free tbe op-
pressed and to put a bridie in tbe mouth of the op-
presser. . . XVe are proue withont aftertbonght
to place our strengtb at tbe service of mnorality, and
even to feel nnbappy, if we cannot convince our-
selves that tbe progress of the buman race is for-
warded by our aétion." According to the judg-
ment of Mr. Gardiner, the ruIe of Great l3îitajn
througbiout al bier history bas been nuainly a benefit
to the world ;it bas been just and beneficent ; it
bas made steadily for a higb unorality ;it has belped
forward the bumnan race. The French writer ah-
ready quoted bas renmarked ",To bold up his head,
that is an Englislimien's flrst need." At the begin-
ning of the present century it was thought Ibat a
great man, sncb as Napoleon, was chosen by destiuy
to carry out the decrees of nature, and stood above
the moral law. His greatness was tbought to be
separable fromn bis goodness. Menu were, it was
said, to look upon tbe work of sncb a man as upon
a force of nature, whose operations it would be ab-
snrd eitbier to praise or blarne. But Englaod re-
fuses to let slip the moral standard. Wbile it is
admitted that higb statesinaroship miust consider
and make room for ail the factors wbicb enter into
the problemn, it is also feit tbat the statesinan fails
if amidst ail the turmioil of circuinstances lie does
not adopt a line of action wbich is consistent with
the dictates of a broad inorality.

3. A third notewortby feature of tbe patriotisiu of
this year is the generous recognition by the im-
peril powers of tbe value of dloser union witb tbe
scattered colonies and dependencies. If L'Esprit
de solidanite dans le mal, tbe spirit of sohidarity iu
evil, is peculiarly dangerous, becanse of the sup-
port wbicb each inemnber receives froin and Iends to
tbe rest, tbe spirit of solidarity lu g od must be
equally advantageons becanse -the en thusiasmn of
each is heightened and intensified by becomning the
enthusiasm of ahl. Lofty more than low ideals are
contagions. When a large number of mien are ac-
tuated by a higb aim, it often prevents the nnwortby
act froin being even s0 miucb as conceived. The
banding together in London last june of mnen froin
almost every chine and zone, of alinost every creed
and colour, was at least a propbecy of the nnity of
mankind. Yet, dii5tinîét as was the recognition by

aIl of the advantages nf union, tbere was present
likcwise a deteriniation on tlie part of the I nperial
auitborities, as xvell as on tbe paît of the colonies

and depemudeticies, that no union could bie enter-

tainced wbicb imeant tbc sacr ifice by any iiiemnher ot
its individuality. If solidarity mneant the fusing to-

gether of the colonies and tbe iinothcr-land loto one

unilormn people, tlie obliteration of ail tbe eleinents
wbich go to iuake eacbi colony a distinSt factor of

the coinon weal, if solidarity mneant a solidification

of the Britisb Empire, tben it was neither feasible
nor desirable. In Canada we bave been long fa-
miliar witb the iclea that union not only becomies

more secure, l)ut is of a higber kind, wben it accepis
and riscs above differences of race and creed.

\Vben Father Kelly, of our own city, pointing on

Jtmbilee day to the flag floating over tbe sacred edi-
fice, said to tlie Romian Catluolic scbool children
that there was no antagonisin between it and the
cross, bie neant that différences in crced and re-
ligions observance werc qnite compatible witb a
communon patrintismn. XýVbei crecds are scen not to

stand in tîme way of loya}ty, the religions life of our

country is aIl the richer and fuller for the diversity.

By it we are vividly reimmided that it is the good

pleasure of the Siipreme Being to reveal Hiniself in

divers ways to divers persoils, and tbat to Him ahl

roads lead, over wbîcli travels tbe pure beart. Not
only have we in Canada learncd that differences in
religions convictions binder neither tbe true worship
of God nom devotion to the flag, but différences in

race and language arc likewise seen to be no mn-
superable barrier to political nnity. At tbe tinuie of

the confederation of tbe Provinces of British North

America it was already understood hy keen.sigbted
statesinen that the very proposal to, federate the
provinces was a tminmph of patriotismo over racial
prejudice. IlAnd well," said the Hon. George
Brown, II inigbt our present attitude in Canada ar-
mcst the attention of other couintries. Here is a
people comnposed of two distinct races, speaking
différent languages, witb religions and social and
municipal ai-d educational institutions totally differ-
cnt ; with sectional bostilities of sncb a character
as to render goverumnent for rnany years well-nigh
impossible ; witb a constitution so unjust in tbe
view of one section as to jnstify any resort to en-
force a remiedy. And yet, sir, bere we sit patiently
and temnperately discnssing bow these great evils
and hostilities inay justly and amicably bie swept
away forever." "Qune bnndred years," be cou-
tinued, "b ave passed away since tbe conqnest of
Ç)nebec, but heme sit the cbildren of tbe victor and
the vanquisbed, ail avowîng bearty attacbmient to
the British crowu-ail earnestly deliberating bow
we shiah best extend tbe blessing of British institu-


