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: POlln(_ied by ¢ the great unnamed whose writings aré bound
9P with Isaiah’s,” and the establishment of the completed
€gal system under Ezra and his successors.
who, ¢ commend this chapter tothe attention 'qf_thos.e
L =0 on  the one hand, think that the result of criticism 1s

latroduce confusion into our conceptions of the Old Tes-
reg;ent’ and on the other that the Old Testament is, to use
ros ng extraordinary phrase, *“ Christianity’s Millstone.” In
Pect of epigrammatic phrases we heartily endorse Dr.

“« :anb’s‘ words, wherein, speaking of the expressions

eme night, of legaiism ” and the dark ages,” he says, © Gen-

i P}}I'ases like these not onlx give no _mform'atlor'l, as it 18
. Possible to sum up great periods of history in single sen-
fices, but they are essentially inaccurate.”
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THE HERONS,” by Helen Shipton, is a story of two
fath _brothers who belong to the north of England. The
HE 15 of a stern, harsh disposition, and one of the sons
The Yy youth ]m.‘?‘ disgraced the family and leaves home.
nor other son remains with his father and is brought up in ig-

cetl'nce of his brother’s crime. The plot turns on the sacri-
ang made by tl!e younger brother for the elder. A pa,i?hetlc
oo W?]} told incident towards the end of the book is the

°Ilcl‘hatlon of the father and mother of the two sons.
bre is a fair attempt at the delineation of character, but
ee Incidents are trivial and the book as a whole cannot be

Scribed as a success. ]
tral; « The.Crooked Stick ” is written by a well known Aus-

4n writer whose earlier stories have won for hini deserv-

- T®Putation. This work will not add to it. There is an
j e;lnpb to give the book local flavour, but the characters
81t as well have acted in the midland countries of Eng-
Placegr anywhere els.e fqr bhat:, matter as where they are
doeg. The book is disappointing coming from where it

- «

o]
duce hSeS her father, but finds fashionable friends who intro-
are ), 1er into good London society. Henley and houseboats
of w,IOtht‘ into the story. This book we are glad to speak
an ié;h praise. It will do what novels are meant for, kill

N be hour pleasantly. Only one objectionable passage
a.y‘ ¢ noted which occurs in the description of a house-
iclt?g experience. A young man of the party tells a story
of ¢ 18 evidently #»isqué because it is described by one

ang & characters as * fit for married women.” The heroine

Who lOVVinifr'ed Mount ” is a pretty story of a young girl

lay l?_fl‘iend are described as not understanding it, but as
P&sga,mg at it. If the book reachss another edition the

alse 8¢ should be cut out. It jars on the reader as being a
tolg Struck note. Ladies do not allow risqué stories to be

ot 1 their presence. Except for this slip the book is con-
SISte"“ﬂy well%one. P d
Sarli A Pair of B‘Iue Eye,” by Hardy, is one of Hardy’s
Ppe I books. Tt is the forerunner of the sad strain which
not zrs 80 powerfully in “Tess of the D’Uvrbervilles.” It is
o early as powerful as “ Tess,” but is not disfigured by
authcoall‘seness of Mr. Hardy’s last book. Why did the
Of not continue in the strain of *The Trumpet Major?’
00k was an exquisite picture of homely life. The
ox of “A Pair of Blue Eyes,” Elfrida Swanscourt, is
inno &aple of the sad effects of a timid, unthinking, girl
\Cently pledging herself to a man whom she subsequently
m—
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finds she does not care for.  When the real man appears, by
a series of unfortunate incidents, for which she is partly to
blame and partly not to blame, she loses him. As in all
Mr. Hardy’s books there are some vivid descriptions of
scenery. The episode in which Elfrida saves Knight’s life is
most romantically told. We run no risk in sayime that the
hook will repay reading, although we cannot say we enjoyed
it nearly as much as others of Mr. Hardy’s books.

In ““Maelcho” the Hon. Emily Lawless has drawn on
the materials accumulated by her for her History of Ireland
in the History of the Nations Series to draw a graesome
picture of Ireland at the end of the sixteenth century.
Horror on horror's head accumulates in a way that would
please Iroude himself. The book is decidedly worth reading
but is positively painful in its description of Irish savagery
and English brutality. Not much good is done by disinter-
ring these long dead crimes. There is no pleasure in reading
about theni, hut, all the same, the hook is original and
strongly written.

“Red Rowans” is a charming Highland story. Un-
fortunately, it is a sad one. There is so much sadness in
life itself that one shrinks from it in fiction. DBut
we most strongly recommend this hook to any person
who wishes to read descriptions of lonely High-
land scenery, alas ! so far away—and to make the acquain-
tance of a good, true girl. There is a vein of comedy run-
ning through the work in the character of the old Highland
woman who asks the young lady visitor to air her grave
clothes before the fire for her. 'We are very happy to recom-
mend this book most cordially.

J

Children’s Books.®

“I'TYHE Carved Lions,” by Mrs. Molesworth, will be found

a very acceptable present for any little girl, if there
are any little girls left, of any age between ten and fifteen
years. Older readers, who remember ¢ Carrots” and *The
Little Waifs,” will be glad to recognize in this new book of
Mrs. Molesworth, a worthy companion of these two former
favourites. The plot of this story turns on the unhappiness
of a little girl left by her father and mother at a boarding-
school. The happy home life with her mother is feelingly
contrasted with her wretchedness at school. The book is
prettily illustrated and will doubtless have quite as great a
success as Mrs, Molesworth’s other so well known children’s
story.

“ Ruby’s Vacation ” is the fourth of a series but is guite
complete of itself. It is the work of an American writer,and
very nicely done. It is intended for older children as
well as for younger, but it isa child’s book. One fault wo
have to notice which is seen in many American books of the
same class, the characters use bad grammer, phrases such as
“ real good ” grate upon the reader. It almost seems as if
the writers thought that children used bad grammer when
young, and that when they grew older they lost their vulgar-
isms.  We are glad to say that this book is not so disfigured
by such mistakes as others we have met. On the contrary,
the grown up people speak very nicely. The book will be
found to be a very nice present indeed for little girls

“Two Iittle Pilgrims’ Progress,” by the author of
* Little Lord Faunteloy,” is an account of the visit of two
children, twelve years old, to the Chicago Fair. But our
readers must not imagine that this statement of the nature
of the book is all that there is to be said for it. How the
children came to go there, and what they did when they got
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