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Current  Topics.

Signs of the near approach of a general
The Coming N (’

Election, election ave multiplying and it would not

be surprising should an announcement be

Made hetore the date of our next, or the following number.
fanwhile it is inevitable, we suppose, that diligent search
“‘¥'0uld he made into the records of candidates, by their poli-
:}lcal Opponents, and every effort put forth to convict this or
X lllt‘one ofinconsiSt/ency or something worse.  So far as this
‘“'m.ng on of the searchlights has the effect of revealing
lemishes in moral character, its effect may not he wholly

bad,

i whatever we may sometimes be compelled to think of
e 1

notives of the investigator. Tt will be a happy day for

Canag; . . ..
. nf;dd when it can be said that it is useless for any marn to
un for

T Parliament who cannot show an unstained reputation.
s g}

wuld always be the first and greatest requirement.
c:mto d(l;l'estio'ns ?f consistency, t%xe man who has never
. eg: y 1y mu'1d is often near of kin to th.e man who has no
Wisele ent mind to change; and who is c(.)nsequently no
wel] t}‘?‘da‘y thz.m he was yeﬁterday. But st is, perhaps,
shoulg ;:-t in this particular instance the battle may and
e fought upon one great and clearly defined issuc.

Ou: Cil::lVe ev'identl‘?r come to a parting of the ways. Shall
ctions mercial policy in th(:) ft%bure be const'ructe(l on pro-
ver 18t or f.ree trade principles? That is the question.
it in 3;;"16 &dm’l,t:s, apparently, that ‘free trade as 'they have
it wil Inglimd is fo? 'the pre.sent 01?13 of blTe question. Yet
one iy :}?ke a vast difference 11{ the immediate, and a radical
e remoter, future, which of the two principles con-

trolg I
Sthe turiff building of the next Minister of Finance. The
question ig

Scusgioy,
Anady,
eVeryW
Tesolye

worthy of the fullest consideration—the amplest
It is for the people, the intelligent electors of
» N0t for the politicians, to decide it. They ought

here to be studying it with open and unbiassed minds,

d, when the time comes, to vote every man according

at‘i:‘zlnest conviction of righ-t. There is reason to hope
husually large proportion of them are doing this,

The very favourable reception which seems
to have been given to the Irish Secretary’s
Land Bill by both parties in the British
Commons gives ground for the hope that, little by little, the
burning question of justice to the Irish tenant in the matter
of land-tenure is being settled on a just and permanent basis.
It is true that Mr. Morley seems to look for no absolutely
final solution in anything short of compulsory sale through-
out, but this must be, he admits, the work of more than one
generation. Meanwhile it may be hoped that the increasing
reasonableness of owners, as the absentee landlords are com-
pelled more and more to look into the question, instead of
being content with receiving the rents wrung in many cases
from the poverty of the occupants of the soil, by conscience-
less agents, may perhaps render a final heroic remedy of that

Mr. Morley'’s
Land Bill

sort unnecessary. But it is somewhat startling to learn that
even now, after all the legislation which has been enacted on
the tenant’s behalf by both parties, the gist of this latest
bill is in the fact that it saves him from being compelled to
pay vent for improvements which he himself has made. The
fact that Mr. Morley’s bill was allowed to pass its fiest vead-
ing, not only without a division, but amidst the general com-
mendations of statesmen of hoth parties is a rare tribute to
the undoubted honesty and ability of that model statesman.
Of course there may still be a fiery ordeal for him when de-
tails are considered in Committee, or when it comes up for
second reading. But the fact that the general principles of
the Bill are approved, will remain, and control future legis-

lation.

We are glad to see that the Council of the
Toronto Board of Trade is again moving to
bring about the general adoption of the

The Torrens
System.

improved system of land-transfer. A committee to whom
the matter was referred by the Council have reported,
through their chairman, Mr. J. Herbert Mason, in favour of
the Torrens System for the whole Province. The report,
which was adopted after discussion, recommends that the Lieu-
tenant-Governor in Council and the Legislative Assembly be
petitioned in favour of the change ; also that proper steps be
taken to obtain the co-operation of other Boards of Trade in
the Province in such petition. It can hardly be goubted
that the suggestion will be readily acted on by the other
boards. The arguments for the completion of the reform are
so cogent that there can hardly be any serious difference of
opinion among intelligent business men in regard to the
matter. If any are in doubt as to the merits of the new
system they can hardly do better than to read what has been
written from time to time by Mr. Mason and others on the
subject. It is not easy to understand how any one who
knows anything of the labour, expense and uncertainty often
involved in the investigation of titles under the old system,
candoubt that the substitution of a simple title, absolutely safe
and indefeasible, for the present cumbrous and complicated
processes will promote the interests of all concerned, the con-
veyancers perhaps excepted. Moreover, the fact that the
Torrens System is in operation in the City of Toronto, the
County of York, and some of the new districts of the Pro-




