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lic. _-Ur. Larned dues n(it give us anly insiglit into the opera-
tien tif the Free Libraries'Act, but we ail know that it bias corne
imite ftorce only ii Toronto, Hamnilton, Guelpht, aîîd a fevi otiier
places. Yet, Massachmusetts, witi tire saine populationî as Oni
tario, lias over 200 free lilimaries wvitIî an aggregate of <ivet.
twi imuillionîs aiîd a liaîf <if bîooks. But Onîtaiuo stili lîîîlds its
ovt ais ai prenmier Province, eve cin i tiîis respect, silice tlie

otiier Prov ince,, have îlot adopted legisiation of tue saine useful
character. Many otiier comîpilationis iii titis finle volumîe iîîerit
tire stutiy of tue publicist, statesîtam ant litistorian.

Th Newv Englisl i tiîy

L13I0ST eveî'y year brings to us a tiev dictioîmuy of ouiI x ni uilage, very ofteii witiî a 1great thourislî of truipets,. But
the one to wuiicî vie refer is not yet coniplete, itor does it depend
for its success upon the pusi of its publismers alone. The nevi
dictionary, liov iii co)urse oif publication by the Clarentdon Press,
tioes, liowevei', nienit our attenîtionî and deserves t)uî iîetrtiest
Supptort.

The great Frechl Dictioiiary of Lititré is a cretiit lii C
gremîus of tîtat ftinous lexicograpîe, tutt is the laiest coin-
piete work (if its kimît. Tue great (erman dictiumary, begumi
by the (4nun luiotiiers, is being pusiiet steatly oit hy thiu
sucecessots, Prof. Heyîie aîîd otiiers, itut, althîough nuîibeiig
soine eîglît volumes, is miot yet compflete.

Tue tlîtughit of pnuishiig ai bistorictd dictionary tif tire
EngIliî lamgiuage vas finit eiitertained by rnîilers of the
Philological Society in tue year, 1857. Workers volumiteereti,
tutt anl immense aîîîouît cf preliiinary reading and Il t1uottîtion
gratliering " was gradutîily tione. In 1878 the delegattes tif the
C~larentdon Press agreeti to undertake the pulicaîtioni, muid iii
1879 thte wvtrk of priîiting ivas begruî. Up totî de preselît,
'<ils. I moiti I1, coiijmisilig the letters A. B. muid C., muid paît tif
x ol. 1I.I, the lettet E., mare coîîîpieted. Altogether there have
been sonie 1,300 workers engageti umider the directioni of Dr.
J. A. H. Murray as etiitor. Latteihy Henîry Bradley lias aisti
liiitîîe ami edittîr. Over 5,000 witrks, froin the vtîrious periotis
<if tîni lit ermtore, hatve hîeen rendl, andut ovet 3l millionis tif
qui tatitîts have h eeui matie, mlpiiahetically arrnnget, tatt al
aie stored up iii the Il Scriptoruni "' iii Dr. Muirray's garden.
But the etiltors aie still askiiig for~ more quotations întlsentiing
out lists oif wortl< in respect to vimich they aie stili iii need o-f higlît.

The aiuti tif tue etlittîs mi(] nmny suli-editors is ti i gvt a
iiistory of tue Engiish viîcahîuimry from tIe iiidtile cf the
t welftlî ceiitury tiown tii te present tiîîîe. lime thld Englisit
v'îcabuiary hiefore titat tiimne is luit inclutiet heanse of thte
ahnîost totali disuse tif inflections after the twî'lftlî ct'tîtury, andît
bt.cause of the great nunbier tif 01<1 Emglisit wtîrts wihel hiat
heteme iihsolett iii the tentli andt eheventlî centuries.

The tiemîtu ient tif the intlivitlutl wortis is tmîkeîi up uiidem
the foliowing bemîtis : (1) Ma<int wotrtis imicit inchude sinîgle, raîdicaîl
ir dtteiviitive vtîrds, antd ail coiitiouîitis antd plirmses tiemîted iii
set-parmîte articles ; 2)8io'iaew'trds, tir variniit or ohîso-
lete foriws cf mniir vorts, vends cf bmd formattioni, amd thiose of
doîîbtfni existetnce on of alleged use ; (3.) Combiîîatîons of
min wcrds, viz., coiîipounds in wbich the first part is ai umauin

wtîrd, suciî ms buient/os foi toîîtfire.
Emîcli imidividuai word passes under a veîy strict exaîmina-m

tioti, in which English sctomîrs are assisted by the hest authori-
ties cf othet' lands, snch as, foîr instaînce, Prof. Sievers, of Leip-
zig ; Prof. Kluge, of Freihnrg ; Prof. Noreemi, cf Upsala;ý Prof.
Meyer, tif Paris, muid Prtof. Mmîrc, tf Lmafayette Coilege. Accort-
iîîg tt tue resuit of titis exanatiomi, the xvtîtds aie cimîssifieti
into (1) Natiarais, îhiicli imtclude ail] iîie viorts like /tf1e-,
and ail Al/y ittli/zet words hike strepl, wiii , tai/ (.
Denizeîis, ojr wotrtis fuiiy îîatetraliz(A in utse but îîîît uîîn i-

fle,.îuu ion oro oîtttîi sncb mis aide-de-tainp tii /ouis .- (3.)
ilen, sncb mis shaît, cierîone, anti (4) (asemil oî f )îîeigî woîs

iii occasi(iial uise iuiuy. Iti this tlepirtmient oif idenîtification
auso îeioîîgs pironîiciationi, giaiîmiatic<îi iesigtiatioî specifi-

caitioni (iursic, hîttany anii the like), spelling and status.' Tiis
itîst is a vei'y interestiiig featute iii vhich titis dictiotmry excels
miii othmet Etîîghsli lexicîms.

Tr 1the hjstoriical sense vie hiave tito riglit to t efose tii tegartd
a wod b(mLse t i iit i son(,sippiisetîo geîieialiy accepteti

citîssictîl muthtii. Wene vie te listeut to the putisis tif oîmt
dmtv, orn mgmîmge w'tuild îapitlly Itîse its noliust life, piuie mtvay

A tiew Etîglish i )tiotitîy ou htistorictîl pimciples :fouriîteîi
inaimîiy on the itiate-imls collected liy the Philohogical Society ; eieil iîy
Jauiies A. IL. tîni amni !Henîy Bradtley. oxford titi the C'larendon
Prtess. New 'i tik: Maiilai & Cto.

[Nov. l6tIi, 1894.

and die as did thre classie tongue whicb Cicero strov e so ]lard to

preseive frorn corruption. The Eniglish language in its entirety
(anîd wvben followed back to its Indo-gerîîîanic parent age) inigh
he likeuîed to a xvonderful inine froin whliclî inay lie takenl
innîunierahle specinmets, each -witii a istraselitflaua
easterîî tale, anîd as instructive iii thouglit, i religion, or, 11
pbilosopliy as aity lectutre ever gn cli, or <iMY book ecer written.
The Irish tlitch-diggfer, by blis pronunceiation, carrnes us awaY
back to the tays of Henry 11, and the, newsboy's slang i-s a
t elescope tîtrougli w hiei xve look into tire, fat future tif OUi

lig geand aie surpise1 to see the woîiis we iiûw si

tire oriyins of on r1 iii tie tongue as if tliey w ere to lie foulai ini
soute rernîote past. Like the sailors, wviio weî'e repor'te(]d tiicii
witli thitst w]îile the fresh waters of the Amtazon wCre; ail
aboiut thein, so we fail tii recogîîize tiîat vie iiiigiit find eî idenice
of iîealtlîy life in our language all arouîid us, viere vie îiot

oftentirnes wilfully hlind. No lamîguage cari show a iiore
unhbrokeni listory tlîam 0<11 own;î not language is m ore replete With
lessoîts oit lamîguage growtlii, lioth iii forns and iii iieailing
XVortls die out, becmie obsolete, anid viorts aie buorie or are~ itt
traceable to aiîy of the aricieuît il moots " wiehcl bave heeiî tie
bhe ntoir of so mny students. 0f the 60,549 w ords citedl,,nlier
A. B. and C., 10,497, tir 24 per cent., of tue nin words ]lave
lieconie obstîlete. New w<irts or formier slang" w oîdsamid the like
wicli hmave woni tijeir spurs are, uiiuer B aioie, lhtîn, od< ,

lutdhï,lli i, Itoi (a liow), (n tandi a ho.st tif otiiers.
Afteî' the words have hecît properly ideittifieil, tlieir îuî)i>-

ology, or forn iistory, is toucliet upon under the lieads of (ei-

vation, phioietic desceitt anid iiiscellaneous facts of liistory.
Next iii order is tire traciîîg of the si gniflcatiom or ineaîti

iig of tîte viort, vihat new. îîîeaniings hiave hîcen takemi ou,
whuat 01(1er ineanings ost in short, the evolution of tire irf-
calice is f uliy treated, auid iii the logicai, isttirical ortier. Wiiýtt

titilie miore interestiîîg or' ietter rellect tue life of a peoph8
titan tire evolution ii i neaings tof îooirajt, rross, ri i. ?

Words to lie treated in parts of the work yet unpublislied, and
wlîiclî have interesting h istories,, are dizzy, fliddy (iii Oid Eln
lii id îieaiis sonfly) anti siflt1 (i Olti Eiigiisiîslghîfîiae
/îoky>. Qutîtations in ail cases are full anti veil arranged.

It is rîeedless to say that the letterpress is excellent. Tlie
Clarendont Press is a model in tîtat respect.

The work is being pushied forward as tapidiy as osbe
consistemit witlî thuoronu'gliîess, unîler the conibirîed editorship Of
Dr. Mlurray andt Mi\r. Bratdley, liut of course nio tinie cari he set
for contpletioît. Safe it is to say tlîat when conipleted, it Will
lie an jtexîtaustilîle milte on the history of our laniguage, and it
is to lie ioped tiîat a copy vili lie f>unu in every pubie library
of wli atever kîiti tiirouglii.iit the country. The tlay foi' e

thoruîîltuy tif the history of OUi' mîttier touuî'e is, ri'tt
appitiaching. Sucli -t study is repiete xviti informiation, is of the
ieiiest ortler as nmental tdiscipline and very fruitful in its resoîts'

mSucit beimig the nature of tire wtîrk,there is littie possibiiitY
Of COniparisoiis lîeuîg inate between tiiis work, autt sucli a tlhe
Standard, the Century or the International. The purpose IS
etttirely differetît. The latter~ have tit-ir place, oif ctourse, as popi.-
har works, itut norie of themi cati dlaim ti) le strictiy historîcai.

ý ý * L. E. HomîzNNe.
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ONTAJiIAN FAMILIES.

Tii tue Editor of Tue Week:
Sir,- -While thankingr you for your coniplinîîentarv notice

oif ''Ontarian Ftiniliesý," I liope you wili aihii nire toi oppor-
tunity tif ccrrecting a faise impression wuuicii seemîts to exist,
-titd wiie you ei'hi in yoiir airticlie. The iist tif faiiies
protpiiseu tii lie îiclutied in tîte work camniiot 1)0 regardeti as"
bY ally mîteans exhatustive of tiiose who sblud lie in it. Tt
iiiay ea.sily lii diinled tir ttreile(i, s0 fari tit least as the iiere
enuineration oif naines goes. Tiire presetît work is beingc
tssue(l as Vol. IL, and if sufficient encurageîiîent is offered, i
wiii, 1 hiope, lie folltiwed lîy at least a secontd volumtte.

Tt is a surprnise to me tei finti that aiiy oif tue ntaines i

the list referreti to) cati lie regardeti as tduhuii us," or iii atiy
wmîy unwoîrtlîy tif beiiig recortled iii faiiiy liistory.

As for sioliinsiothing oîf tiiat sort will flutî eii-
courageîîtent at iîîy bands. Buht wlitt is snolhnslness?
People soinetirnes appear te otiiers te) lie aflected witlt tiiat
mioral disease ivitiiout being tiiemseives coîîscious oif it.

Toironito, i 2-tlî Nov., 1894. E. _M. CHADWICK.


