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be torgotten that more than oe supporter
oft he Government declared trom their
places in Parliament that they would vote
againat it should it attempt anything in the
shape et remedial législation, in groa viola-
tien, as they believe it would helo, t hs sut-
ononiy et the Prevince in local matters.
What good end auch members can suppose
is te ho gained by taking the judgment et
the Court upon a question when it is decid-
ed betorehand that ne action can tollow
sncb decision whatever it may ho, or why
they ahould approve sncb a course, it is
bard te understand. It gees without saying
that Sir John Thonipson muet ho prstty
certain et a négative answer frein the
judge@, and that the whole GovErnment
muet ho earnestly hopinq for it, seeing into
what a sea, et troubles the affirmation of
their right Vo intertere would plunge theni.

President Harrison, on the lest day et
bis administration, signed a bull wbich
maltes it unlawful for any railway corpora-
tion engaged in inter-state commerce te, run
any train net equipped with power-brakes
and automatic couplons. The bill aIse prc-'
vides that the Inter-State Commerce Coin-
mission may prescribe certain regulations in
respect te the construction et cars and their
equipment witb grab-irons and hand-holds.
This is a measure wbich ths ou.tgoing Presi-
dent had advccated in eazh cf bis annual
messages. The bill was strenuoualy opposed
on the somewhat centradictory grounds
that iV was a long stop toward Ildemagog.
ism " and Ilpopulieni," and Ithat it was
Ilsimply impenialisin geule mad." No
other, eertainly ne stronger, argument is
needed in its faveur than the simple statis-
tical tact that while in 1890 only 286 rail-
road passengers were killed in the United
States, and 2,425 injurod, there were dur-
ing the saine year ne lou Vian 2,451 sin-
ployes killed and 22,000--eue ta% hors to
-go into Èound figureu-injured. Surely
there is nothing in ths dutieset ofailroad
empleyeea te maire the empleyment se terri-
bly destructive te lite, apant tram accidenta.
The wholeaome dread et heavy damages bas
compelled the companies te, reduce Vie lat-
ter te a wondertully amali minimum, con-
sidering Vhs nuniber et passengers carried
and et miles travelled. Tiers seema ne rea-
son Vo doubt that a tew yeans et the enforce-
ment et se saluta3ý a lau' will have a simi-
ian offet in prometiug Vhe safety et em -
ployees. Their lives bave hitherto been
altogetier tee cheap in Canada, as well as
in ths States, and w. hope that aimilar
législation will soon ho in terce tbroughout
the whole Dominion. Congrea bas given
Vhe companiee ample time for- preparation,
as the bill doe net go into operation until
1898.

The slgned ànd semi-official acceunt ot
the. conversations had at ths Reciprecity,
Coufteest Washingten a year ago bo-
tweea the tires CJanadian miniaters and
Meurs. È1lke and Poster eft he United

States, fully confirmn our i'inan-ce Minister's
verbal report eftVhe tenon et those inter-
views. Aceording te Vii report, which
bas the sanction et Sir Julian Paunetete,
ths British Miniater at Washington, as well
as that eftVhs Canadiaen ropresentatives,
the insistance by Mr. Blaine on making
Vhs Canadian tariff unifom with that et
ths United States, was unequivocal. The
wonder is thuttVis document sbould have
been se long withheld frem the Canadien
Parliament. Under Vhs circumatanoes, Mr.
Fobter bas ne reason te complain tbat mem-
bers may have been disposed Vo, question
whether his understanding- or bis recel-
lection et Mr. Blaine's word; might net
bave been at tauit, especially in visu' eftVhs
varying recollections et Mn. Blaine and
Vhs Amenican Mr. Pester. At the sanie
time aur Mn. Foster is te hoe congratulated
on Vhe confirmation et ie. statements. Hou'
Vhe memenies eftVhs othen parties te Vhs
conference could have varied se widely tram
Vie stenographic record romains a mystery.
A possible explanatien is Buggeeted by Vhs
somewbat remankable tact that Vhs Cana-
dian Minibters seeni Vo have been quite
ready, almoat anxioua, te elicit Vhs condi-
tions which made an agreemen t impossible
and that tbey made ne attompt te test Mr.
Blainels firmnes. by submitting a counter
p .roposition. May net the Amenican Coin-
missieners have stated their view in an ex-
trente terni, Ieaving themselves rooni te givo
way te some extent under pressure 'i Tins
net expecting te hoe taken se literally, their
récollections may be rather ot wiat they
possibly maybhave had in mind as the utmost
lumit et concession than eftVhs word. et
their firet proposition. Ws give ths guesa
for what it may ho worth. One bas Vo
guses at sanie explanatien et se si'ngular a
discropancy.

It is teld et a distinguisied juriat that,
boing at ons tume asked for advics by ans
who had been appointed te a judicial posi-
tion for which hoe toit binseît unfitted, hoe
in neply told bum te announce bis decisions
in Vhs cases which migbt came before him
with ahl confidence, for Vhey would aImait
centainly ho right, but te, refrain tramt at-
tempting Vo give reasons tor theni, for
bis resens would almeet certainly ho wrong.
One teels sometimes, when reading Vhs
speeches et Mr. Charlton and aVion earnest
advocates et Fîtrict Sunday legislation, te
wish tiat sainse One ini autherity would give.
theni simular advice. Thoir opin ions with
reférence te ths national and moral bleésa-
inge attendant upon Vhs taithful observance
ànd enforcment et a Sunday reat are con-
firmod by observation and experience, as
well as in accord with Vhs deductions et
sanitary and médical science. But ths
reasens generally givon in support et thos
opinions are net arch as can ho maintained
on sound pninciples, either political on reli-
gions. IV wouhd ho a nigit and fitting
thing for the Governmaent te bave' tiie Can--
adian seotion eftVhe Worlda Fair olosed on
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Sunday, irrespective of the ac 0 ti tu
United States Commiissefe in "ce
Mother Country. Canada belleye'

ing au far as possible to a1l ber oit,11 it,
day in seven as a day ot rest, and obe op
to have the courage etbrof vi~~

American au well as Canadien
Canada bas ne right or authort.Ff te
or divine, to, attempt te OOMPelo 0

0 5 i
strain ber citizens on religions e
Neither Government for Jodlaw'

intrude into the reali sacred t e 0
vidual conscience. To attefllPt to,
te put forth an unauthorizd b 16
the ark ot God. No act wbich a B w
do under compulsion of thé Stoatoo
properly a religious act We hv oto

that strict ont orcement of a
rost-day is in accordanice «iththt fi
eftVhe met enlightened phyBiDo%,,gah
sociological science, and thal am
offect is of 'the béat kind. Theo JW
the warrant of Sunday legissaioIIj~
the laws of religion beloflg :fl a o d
aphere than those et politics80&r
entorced by a higher sanction-

t is net a littie amusiflg, as 0
wildering, to read the, conmmlente u là r
cis of leading Engliah jeu" ,ieo
Blake's maiden speech in tii.
Commons. In the opinionS fti
the speech ranges ail the walf87
some pertormiance and an &alst0 e'le
failure, te oeof et Vhst POW i
quent and tffective speeches ever 0 15 e

thst auguat Chamber. SyehdivZ
in judgment are unusual, tor thé o l tit,
the leading journals are 90 a
able and on thé whole t0lesbl fjtl

terni in recand te sucb ottero<t Ob
are, in tact, about the babildt'~,
a speech. The explanation io pro ,j

be tound in the tact that bath i the 9p
ths style of Mr. Blake are baish 0 Pi

accustomed esrs of British> 4 :Ck
voice i. distinctively Canadienon 1 *hIr

the mellowness se pleasiigl Ob w0

eftVhs educated Engliab. ofjt
length and of ten in the iurcc soi

tences,.the redundancy et isfggu»e,
its lack et soute et thoSe 1jniabinx 5t f. 0

and graces whereby art cOlcai IdÎ1 ,li1

te, satisty ears made nOâl *0b
oné by being long mcaoe w

modela. For thia re *801 iteub

understood that many, 'EespCIl 0Il
who wero utterly eut et sy~Pab 0
sentiments, may have l0 it 1Otef* iv
outeet and conseqflentY f.~~ t .ho
attention te the matts', a ausI

nianner, et the oratien, uWbich la I

te, the appreciation- cf One et i'* .

masterly speeches. But ibl 1 Iw

undenstand how any mmidcabl .0
ing a close and powertlIl tr*1 'i Of ofî»

can read the publi8htd rEP04' -00 <
speech withont perceiving tb4 7 ~ 00 b

stoep he pioks ap thi. argumens o 'h ,,<bt

adveruary who Procédé',,, hi.s,
and outmasbers hlm at l>


