
ÀUOG35T l4th, 1891.1 THIE WJÉEII1.
ari])erra in insisting that the relationî which we should

desître to see or, at any rate, which ie debtined to be estah-

li8ed tw,énthe various parts of the Empire and thew0hrCutyi hto one foreign nation t another.
W' see nlo reason why the colonies should not become

6ftrelY independent and autonomous, and yet occupy, as
regards each other and the United Kingdom, a far dloser
'elatiOns)ip. Why should flot community of citizenship
ho recognized throughout the English-speaking communi-
tjes which now form the Empire f That is, why should
'lot it ho agreed that no English man, Canadian, Australian,
or 8outlh African should be regarded as an alien in any
1ýît Wl9lworthin coînmunîty ?f Surely this is a bond of
QCltj ellwot having, and yet one which brings no dif-

Such a bond of union would be, we suppose, too loose
arld flexible to meet the aspirations of those in the colonies
Wl10 are now cherishing visions of absolute Imperial
'J'itY, and who will be satisfied witb nothing short of a

ý''ein the great national counicil which site at Westmin-
ter and presides over the destinies of so large a part of

thîe civilized and uncivilized world. But for many others
*bol, While equally proud of their Anglo-Saxon lineage,
%"îd 0qually desirous of preserving their connection with
the i bsory, traditions and institutions of the British race,
""re"utable to cee that the young Canadian nation lias any

r8""to entangle itsecf in the meshAs of Old-World
dilow'acY * who believe, inoreover, that only absolute
mifdfdependence can worthily develop the energies and pos-
Bibilties3 of this young nation, sorte sucb scheme as that
8ugge5tste by the Spectator will bave special attractions.
Th ce' May flot aIl be able to agree with the further pro-
POR41 Of this influential journal, that Il the compontent
Part 5 Of the present Empire, and, if possible, the United
ýtrttS, shotild be bound to each other by perpetual trea-
tie8 0Of Offensive and defensive alliance," since such an
8alliance would involve tire establishment of the standing

arusand navies whicli have hitherto been found unne-
01, this continent, and will, we may hope, long

eontinue alien to the genius and ambition of its peoples.
îIrdeed, the agreements, of whîch the Spectator goes on to
45 ek, " to submit aIl intestine quarrels to arbitration,"
Woild do away with any necesity for large armaments on
this aide Of the ocean. But, apart fromt this feature, sucb
%a id(eal ais that ontlined by the Spectator may, indeed, bc

reogfljzed as wel worth striving for, since, if carried out,
it woUld in fifty years' time inean Ilhaîf the civilized world
Iapped in tire security of a mnighty Pax Anglicana."

W 1 LE the people of Canaia are rejoicing in the prom-
'Be Of an abundant harvest, the reports fromt both
aand Russia, in the Old World, are such as to beget

lie 9 Omf4 forebodings. The statement that the Rus-
Riauth».ities haive forbiddien the export of wheat

.theEmir, if true, may be regarded as a confirma-loof the rumours of impending faumine in that country.
A cVeaondntof the London Times says that while in

8OM1e 0f the Provinces of Russia there may be a small
aYoîage barvest, in others the crop will flot suffice to pro-
vide Soed for n ext season's sowing. The action of the

O rnîtfot only in forbidding exportation, but in
f rîous other ways, such as the granting to peasante of

etU O tirg on Crown lande, the reduction of the tariff

tgeain sent fromt the ports to the interior, etc., indicates
tat the Outlook ie believed to be very serious. Late

ai1gihPapers describe the condition of affairs ini India as
Most equally alarming. As the result of terrible beat

"' drughtthe cattle in some sections are said to bePerh ng by hundreds front sun-stroke, hunger and thirat,while the crops are dried up f rom the roots in large portions

t Northern and Southern India. The dreaded
itel too, are said to be marching i armies across

r othern i ndia. Thougli later reports modify in somte
tCe"the dark picture gie by previouB correspondents,

fi0 V,.
it, . 'les concludes that great scarcity and suffering are
fajîtabel and that there is stili great danger of sncb a

ha lire of crops in both Northern and Southern India as
ýh Ocurred only once within the memory of living men.

P r'dicted failure, if realized, foredooma multitudes to
h trats as will, to say the least, tax the resources of

thoFiVerimntto the uttermost to prevent the death of
it ÎQlsaride fromt famine. The Governmnent of Russia will,

Sfeared, find it equally difficult, if* not quite impossible,
it"'vast numbers of its people fromt actual starvation.

or Pssible that later news may prove that the causes
Oea lahave been exaggerated, but tbere seems to be

to ruch reason to fear the worst in the case of botb
éteilris. In view of the possibility of such causes, it
R ahfl0 5t beartless even to remlember that scarcity in

the Old Xorld means enhanced prices for the food products
of the New. It ie, nevertiielees, matter for tlîankfulness
that the prospects of an abundant supply of grain for
export fromn our own country are so good.

ACADIENSK8: TJlEIN iDJANS OF ACA DIA

AN exhaustive treatise on the aboriginc.s of North Amer-Aica has flot as yet been presented to the public. Ti
inay be in part the reenît of the non-existence of material
cuch as is commonly obtainable by persons engaged in
hisitorîcal or quasi-historical investigation. Victor Hugo,
in a moet interesting chapter of Notre Dame de Paris,
referring to the decadence of architecture after the inven-
tion of printing, indicates the invaluable aid of the former
in tranemîtting historical data and prevailing ideas from
generation to generation. But the North American
aborigines were flot builders, and, except, perhaps, in a few
isolated instances, tliey did not turn their attention to
sculpture intended to bc permanent. Nearly thirty years
ago, indeed, a very intereetiîîg discovery was made in the
Province of New Brunswick. This consiste of a atone,
roundod elliptical in formn, on the flat surface of which is
carved a hunian face and head in profile. The stone is
granulite and mneasures twenty-one and a-half inches longi-
tudinally and eighteen and a-quarter inches acrose the
shorter diameter, and je of the uniform thickness of about
two inches. The writer prepared a paper upon this unique
curiosity, which wae published, with other miscellaneous
papers on anthropology, by the Smithsonian Institute in
1883. In this it je contended that the stone je of consid-
erable antiquîty, and that this was an isolated instance in
Acadia of an attempt by an Indian to perpetuate the
effigy of himself or corne other brave. Those interested in
the cubject will ind a reference to this use of sculpture in
Parkinan's " Pioncera of France in the New World,"
page 349.

Not only ar',ý archite3tural and sculptured records
wanting, but there ie an itter absence of a written litera-
turc. 0f course there are some few specimens on birch
bark of information furniched by characters, partially
pietorially reprecentative of simple objecte, and partially
cymibolical. But the indians had no alphabet and appar-
ently they have neyer attemipted to perpetuate for the eye
any but the miost simple ideas.

At the samne time it je flot wise to underrate the value
of oral tradition, nor to despair of making valuable philo-
logical discoveries by a careful study of the language of
the aborigines.

1 rememiber reading of an Indian tribe, 1 think in one
of the Western States, whieh is caid to have preserved its
legen(ls, for centuries at least, in a comparatively unal-
tered condition, by meeting at regular stated periode and
reciting theni. Our Indians have neyer, te, my knowledge,
adopted any sncb practice as this, but, without baving
dune so, tbey are apparently enabled to relate pretty
nearly the saine tales as their remote ancestors.

Among nearly aIl peoples in every portionî of the globe,
it is ucually poscible to learn of some great hero or demi-
god of the ditant pact, whose cuming bas been foretold
and whose actual appearance bas been productive of nota-
ble and general benefits. Such a one was Glooscap, the
saviour of the Milicetes, and who, 1 tbink, was also vener-
ated as such by the Micmacs. It should here be explained
that theîe two tribes occupied the teriitory compricing the
Acadia of the French and the Maritime Provinces of to-
day. The Milicetes or Etchmins, who were the braver
and more warlike of the two, lived inland, roaming through
the forests and usiîîg their canoes alnîost solely in the
lakes and rivers. 'The JMicmacs inbabîted the coast, and
possessing canmes of stronger build and with greater
breadth of beamn than those nsed by the former, fearlessly
launched them among the white caps of the gulf, bay, or
even ocean, in pursuit of porpoises and seals. 1 write in
the past tense, but at the present day the habits and the
location of the tribes are in the above particulars much
thte same as tbey were centuries ago and as described.
The Passamaquoddy Indians, or Passamaquods, are some-
times, though almeest certainly erroneously, spoken of as a
distinct tribe, and the tribes mentioned forni a portion of
the Algonquins.

There je a very close relationship between many of the
tribes, and my uncle, Edward Jack, who bas passed much
of bis life in the forest in the companionsbip of the
"'Abinakis" (men of the East)-another name for the
Milicetes-informs me that he bas beard several words of
their language used by the Cbippewas on the shores of
Lake Superior, in Wisconsin. He also discovered that
the two peoples retained similar traditions relating to the
squirrel, beaver, muskrat, etc.

The principal legend relating to Glooscap bas been well
told in verse by Mr. Lugrin, formerly of Fredericton, in
TiUE WEEîý for 23rd of January last. It is so interesting,
however, tbat it will bear iepeating in a condensed forrn.
The tale commences by describing the happy condition of
the Indians on either shore of the upper St. John in a
remote age. The llistering wigwams are well filled with
splendid braves and their beautiful wives and healtby chil-dren. Game je abundant, the fields are ample in dimen-
sions and yîeld bountifully ; the climate is mild, disease je
little known and old age comnes on tardily. But, alas! al
je changed by the Gretat Beaver wbo builde bis enormous
dam at the nioutb of the river, causing the water to back
up and overflow the lowlying lands ; famine je the resuIt,

and je followed by death and general misery. There je a
prolonged continuance of these wretcbed conditions, but at
length the hearts of the sufferers are cheered by the
appearance of a godîike Indian being, who passes over the
water in a canoe inipelled by unseen force, and foretelîs
the comning of the deliverer. But the faith of the unfor-
tunates bas to be fully tried, and hence generatiens pase
away hefore the hero appears. At length, hon ever, the
day of delîverance arrives, and Gleoscap, glorious ini hic
beauty and power, passes tlîrouglitthe villages on either
bank in a magnificent canoe, moving witlîout the aid of
pole or paddle down the streain to encouriter tlhe terrible
beaver. The sounds of the battle between these twu are hearel
for enormous distances as they hurl great stones, the one
at the other, which, even at the present day, arc pointed
out by the Abinakis in the bcd of the streami or on the
intervals for scores of miles up the river. 0f course, ini
the end, Glooscap triumpbs, the beaver'e dam je battered
down, the water subsides and peace and prosperity again
reign on the upper St. John or Onigoudy.

Gilooscap does not at oncý' disappear froin earth after
this great exploit, and there are many references to Iim
in the inythological tales of the Indians. Theseý abound
in absurd anomalies, but are flot infrequently based on
recognized natural plheîonîena, and generally possess su ii-
cient weirdness to save them froin being ridiculous. There
are two characteristice of thie dlace of tales, one observable
for its groteequenese, the ether for its inconsistency with
scientific data. Birds, reptiles and animaIs of ail kinde
intermarry with eacb other in the muest indiscriminate
manner ; and ail the dumb aninials of to-day are very
mnuch reduced in cize from their reniote ancestors of the
sainmp ePies.

As an instance of the iret of these, 1 may refer to
Glooscap's uncle, the great turtle, who, borrowing hic
illustrions nephew's '"pix nogg in," or purse, was njistakei
for the latter, and hence accepted as a suitable bridegruin,
for the (hlighter of Kulloo, tlhe great eagîe, and bis wife
the caribou.

The great beaver miuet, of course, have been enurmous
to constrnct such n dam as that previoucly described, anîd
poesibly bis exact dimensions may be determiined wheîî it
is known thiat the inythological squirrel wae the size of a
modern elephant.

'l'le eturies cf the great turtle are very funnv. 'l'le
cff8pring cf bis singular marriage, unlike the papouse, wae8
very fretfuî and noicy, continually cryingy ont XValî Wall
XVab nor did lie cease bis wailing tilI hie father, l'y
Glooscap's advice, had stufled himi with gulîs' eggs, 1; Wah-
nal." Again wlien this strange creature, the great turtl(,
baving pîanned a great war under hic leadership, was
taken prisoner by hostile Indians and condened by thei
to (leath, he wac very mierry at their expense.

At first it was decreed that he ehould bc burned, wliere-
upon hie cushed straight into the flames. Dragged by force
fromn what seemed to be bis special liking, it was then
determined to cut hie throat, wbereupoîî the prisorier
seized a knife and comnenccd to back at bis neck with se
much deterînination tlat it was only by use of force that
they made himi desiet. It was tieu agreed that lie shîoitîd
be drowned, snd this fate sveemed to affect hiimu witlî suchi
dread that he offered every possible resietanc&e, clutchiîîg
at roots andI branches of trees and projccting stones as lie
wac being pulîed and pusbed to the lake. But when the
cunning scauip was thrown in he (love out cf sigh t, andl
seeking an outlet, eventually escaped to the cea.

Thiere je also a traditionary creature called b-ox, wlîo
se closely resenibles the Scandinavian Lock as to sugg est
that et somne period antedating recorded histury, sorte of
the old Vikings mnuet have been for a tinte associated withî
tlîe wild dwellers in North America.

The totem of the Milicetes je the mnsq uasb or inusk-
rat, and that of the Micmacs, or at least a portion cf themn,
the salmon. l'ho former also give prominence and attach
soîne igniiicanco to other animale, and in the exercice cf
an art which it je to be regretted le now somnewhat out cf
use among thein, made very clever carvings cf them. .1
had in nîy possession sonie years ago a soap stone pipe
bowl, on wbich a Saint John River Indian had cleverly
-nt ini full relief an otter, a beaver and a niuskrat. lit
will be observed that thiese creatures are not unlike the
Indians in their habite cf using both land and water ini
moving fro6m place te place~.

It je worthy cf reniaî'k that Father Chiristian Le
Clerc, n Recollet, who wae in Arcadia in 1677, states tlhat
tlhe totem cf the Miramichi Micmacs was tha cross which
they used before Europeans visited the country. It le
certainly singular that so many instances are recorded in
ail parte of tbe globe cf the assumption of thie figure
without any ascertainable reason.

It is scarcely necessary to insist upon the value cf
philological research in ascertaining historical data,
although, without donbt, striking analogies may soniîe-
times induce us to arrive at untenable conclusions. Per-
bape the following instances are, in this view, to be
regarded witb suspicion, but they are se curions that tbey
certainîy invite consideration. There is a little sheet of
fresh water near Saint George, Charlotte County, New
Brunswick, called IlSiequagamuck," which may be
translated into Il the little mud lake." Takre away
frei the Indian naine the prefix '-'Sis," or little, and
we bave the Indian quag and muck, suggesting (1) the
Latin quatio and mucus, and (2) the Angle Saxon quja,
andl m'wak. Again, the word " niofoxeben " has been
given to mie as the Indian equivalent for butter, and wbat
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