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that "lthe women and girls wear a petticoat mnade cf pandanus fibre which
descends fromt the waist almost to the knees," and in this way interest in
the subject is excited. At the public school the school girls Il wore fibre
petticoats." The New Guinea woen ag-ain Il wagas lier petticoat with as
much style and effcct as hier sex ini any more civilized place," a fact of
tremiendous importance in ethinological science. At Hall Sound Ilthe
wotmen woe th(, grass petticoat or skirt, though it was flot long enough to
reach their knees"; a subject on which, of course, a mani with a fine flow
of words miglit dwell with immense moral effect. At Yule lsland Il the
petticoats were of the saine inaterial " as at Port Moresby, that being,
naturally, tue centre of fashion. The Queen of, or at, Cape Suckling "lwas
attired in a grass petticoat ' and a string of beads, wbicb shows that it
only required a littie developmient te enable lier te reach the point of artistic
perfection at 'vhicbi, like Lord Beaconsfield, she would want Ilropes of
pearis." Whien tie Qeieeiî was phiotogi'aphed Il hier grass petticoat was
arranged as gracefully as possible," with resuits net as satisfactory as any
phiotographer withi a conscience for art weuld desire. At Motu Motu
things are gcttiîîg worse, style is vanishing and prepriety is disappearing
"the womnen anîl girls were 4caîîtily attired, theugb rnost of etem wore a

kiîîd of grass or fibre petticoat." he petticoat is net only the principal
object of Mr. Lyne's attention, but it appears aise te be a considerable
article of commerce. 'lihey had nothing te seli " at one place "lbut
petticoats "; leading one te the inevitable conclusion that one of the firat
things a mîoral nation like Endand is bound te do is te purchase ail the
garments in the market and-preseiît themn te the natives. In sncb case
future travellers will bic spared the asteuîislîment that Mr. Lyne experienced,
au(l that left buiiin a mental condition se feiinie that lie could write of
nothing, or next te nethiîîg, but petticoats. It will be a subject for regret
if the Il spirited foreign policy " of tic Empire should resuit in the annexa-
tien of a coîîntry in which the natives mnake and seil " nething but petti-
coats," because there is ne dcînand for thcmii, of that mnaterial and length,
in thme Mother Country-utless, iiileed, the managers of thieatres sbould
see their way clear te a cheap and virtuous decoration of their ballet troupes.

TiiE good effect of puî'ely feminine criticism on law and literature and
art and domcestic architecture is admiitted with decent gratitude by us ail.
Thiero i8 still a field iii which feiminine effort may effect wliolesome reforme.
It is the field of travel. Giveni a wemian traveller witb a brighit wvit, a
sharp pen, amîd a taste for writiug, and the goed site might do is incal-
cuUale. iiailway cenductors mnigbit be imade civil. Steaniboat servants,
even on Lake Ontario, mniglit ho mande legs indecently offensive. Hotel
clerks iit bo mnale te wincc even in their mnost stolid moods. And
somte decent regard for comfort and for the delicacies of life inighit be mado
te supplanit the, gari8sh glitter and barbarous discoîîîfert of our railways and
river steamiers. Two little volumes have recently appeared wbieli in soute
degree fulfil a sinall part of the dcsired object. Mrs. Hloward Vincent bas
publilmcd "l Forty Ihousand Miles Over Land and Water," and the well-
knewn Mrs. Emiily ]9feitfer lias giveîî us 'IFlying Leaves," a journal of
travel freint East te West, The books are net works of genius at ail, but
tlîey are brigbî and womanly and clever ; and tliey have a fresbness that
niakes themt easy reading. To Mrs. Hoeward Vincent one desires te pay
instant homnage, for iii lier third cljapter site startles us agrceably by saying
of Canada Il tmay have been prejtdice, but we tlîought that the country
bore signs eof greater prosperity timan over the American border." Pre-
judice-îîot at ail, il is a deligîmîful compliment fromn a charming writer,
aild is conveyed te us iii that delightfully ungraînmatical style of wlîich
wemen alone are graceful prefessors. Most travellers say just tlie opposite
about the relative appearamice of the twe couintries ; but tlien most travel.
lors are stupid, whereas Mrs. Vincent is a truly ebserving woman, and is
much more accurate than înost travellers. Il amilton, shte tells us, is "a
prosperous towmî "-whichi somte natives have indeed denied, but only for a
purpose; and Toronto pleased bier greatly. A slip of the pen makes hier
say that " the comfortabto weeden houses of the upper and middle orders
(this is very feliciteus) convcy aut idea of prosperity." Mrs. Vincent
acknowledges w ith tbanks the kirndness of Mr. llodgins, Q.C., wbo intro-
duced Mr. Vincent te Il some of the chief political men," i.e,, Mr. Mackenzie,
Mr. Blake, aud Mr. Rloss, whicb shows a somewbat ono-sided view of the
situation, and obviousiy deprived tho Tories of a very charmiug opportunity
and acquaintauce. Mrs. Vinîcent, iu spito of the introduction te Hon. Mr.
.Ross, declares that the Provincial Assembly structure "lis a dingy build-
ing," and if that dees net set the proect of a now building booming
nothing will. Mrs. Pfeiffer is a littie more discursive aud also a littie more
daring thaii Mrs. Vincent, being more used te the sigbt of horseif in print
She records bier cabmnan's veracieus bistery of tbe net undistinguished
French-Canadian Ilwbo with two successive wives " (il is always well te

be accurato, and " successive " is accurate and moral,) " had distinguished
himself by beingo the father of twenty-hwo children," and wbo, as our
informant declarod, was "las fine a Frenchm-an as ever stepped, and weighed
twe bundred pounds "-te ail of which there are somte who can testify.
Mrs. Pfeiffer talks of tbe Ilill-pavod, ill-li?,byted streets " of Ottawa.
That was tbe case a year age, even less thar, a year ago ; but thanks to the
Mayor's energy, the repreach is ne longer deserved, and Ottawa stre.ets,
next summer wbeu the snew gees, will be bie best in Canada. Mrs.
Pfeiffer is net sahist-iod witb the régime of the Princess Louise, is very sharp
in bier attack on the National Gallery of paintings ; but is Ildelighhed with
tbe aspect of Toronto," tlîough she bas a tierce and feminino attack on the
acconmmodations and food of nthe river and lake mail-boats. A complaint
tbat Rideau House (înoaning, 1 suppose, Rideau Hall, was net occupied
in order that a letter frein. the Foreign Office might be presented, strikes
one as being a trille unreasonable. The Foreign Office is net, by the prac-
tice of public life or by the Canadian Constitution, at liberty te seud eut
people te stay at Rideau Hall. One of the few privileges whicb a Gev-
ernor-General should possess is certainly that of cbeesîng lis own guests
and fixing bis own heurs of heing at borne. But ti-aveilers, male and
female, are apt te be hasty at times. AI J. G.

PA RTY oVIMWI 1L1, TuE UNI'ED STA TES.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 18, 1886.
GOVERNiIENT by Party is the dominant fact in the pelitical systemn ofthe Unimted States, as of mauy other coîîntries. The Federal Constitution

takes ne accoîutît of this fact, and makes ne couscieus provision for its
eperatien. Hence, tbe tbeery and practice of goverrnent are eut of baer-
mony, and tbereby resuits 'great friction, non-action, and dislocation in the
workiug of tbe machinuery of administration.

It is se difficuit te bring about the sliglitest cbange in our Constitution,
by reason of tbe ceînplex procodure of ameudmtent, that any defect or
omission in it, resuitiîîg in weak or înisdirected play of its funictions, isespevially serions. These wbo mnade it were net strangors te the phenemena
of Party organîzation and gevernment (altbou gb in their day Party badnet received anything like its prescrit developmnent); but their judgments
hiappened te bc limited and their wils con trolled by the two overshadowing
necessities that had broughIt them together. The yeung Republic wasgoing te pieces internally, and titis danger threatenod the ultimate political
independemîce of the whole farnily. To restore the several States of tbe
Cenfederacy te mu tuaI harmeny, and te erganize the common strengtb as aoarrier waanst foî'eigîî aggressien, were the tasks thiat our Constitution
makers set theinselves te do. his could net ho donc witbout a stronganJ single Executive, and yet, if umade tee strong, it migbt absorb aIl thepowers of goveruinenit. Te guard against this, tbey separated the legisia-tive power titterly freint the executive power, even te the oxtent of provid-îng that ne persoui holding an office under the United States sbould ho ameînbcr of the Legislature, and tbey coîîferred upon lime e cîate a negahiveupon the appoiinmerît of ail public officers. Haviiug thug fenced thce Presi-dent about with safegutîrds against despotismn, they proceeded te umako hinmindepemîdent within bis spbere, by pretecting bis officiai salary againstreduction and roserviug te bimi tue power of laying before the Legislature
prejeets of legisiation.

In a receut cemmentary on the message of President Cleveland te theCongiess lately assembled ut Washington, I peinted eut eue result of theexclusion of the Presideut front the business of legisiation, in the feeble,incomiplete, and even iuaccurate grasp which ie had acquired of the statoand the needs of the lawv in respect of important matters of govermment.He had found iii the course of administration thmat things were goiflgbadly in certain directions, ant ie advised Congress te find eut if aaythiflgwas wrong witlî the laws govorniug sncb unaztters, and, if there was, todevise a remiedy. This double heade'd inj unctien was addressed te twOdebating bodies, one censisting of veyebtadheterotro
bundred aud twenhy.tive membeis, ahl of tbem ZDexcludod front participation
in the practical work of governtnént, and who are dispersed and attendiiigte their personai buisiness for nearly two-tbirds of their terin of Office.Let eue fancy time Queen's Speechl telliug " My Lords aud Gentlemen "that life and preperty wvere insecure, and peace and prosperity prostrate,iu Ireland, and that hhey lmad botter sec if the laws were dofective anddevise amnendments of tben-fancy this, and thon tho whole body ofcabinet and (lepartuiertal officers betaking theuiselvos off, leaving theHeuse Of Coltinions te do the work of scrutiny and invention, and toregulate the couduct of business, without aid and direction front the Execu-tive, and eue bas a fair picture of the actual relations between the Presi-dent and tbe Congress of tue United States. Is il any wonder that Con-

gres ha beomea mo, lgisatin afootball, sud the sessions almontsterile of any result but disturbance te business and industry 7
Take the Silvor question, whmicli the President's Message presents as oneof extreme aud urgent importance ho the public, and wbicb is oqually impor-tant te the fortunes of bis own political party. Altbough the nominalhead of his party, there is ne autmorizecl way in whicb lie cati impose hieleadersbip upon tbat party, or relieve himiself of bis formai responsibilitysbould lthe party refuse te follow bis lead. He bas said openly that howill net use the public patronage te bribe Demnocratic members of Cougrossinto support of his leadership, and the party is tearing itsolf te pioces on
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