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17-Third iSunday of Advent
18 Monday-The feast of Our Lady's

Expectation.
19-Tuesday-Ferial office.
20 -Wednesday- Vigil. Ember Day

Fast.
21-Thursday--St. Thomas, Apostie.
22-Friday-Ferial Office. Ember Day

Fast.
23-Saturday--Ferial Office. Emberi

Day and Christmas Eve Fast,
anticipated on account of the
Sunday intervening.t

CONSIDERATIONS ON
CATHOLICISM BY A PROTESTANTt

THEOLOLiIANi

CCCLXXXI.
(Sacred Heart Review)

There are some assertions which.are<
no bold and so contemptuous of the I
facto of history, and of the authority
of the greatest historians, that it is veryi
difficuit to answer them. There is aj
degree of effrontery which fairly takesi
away the breath. This is exempiified1
in the unrestrainedly bitter accusationi
which the Springfield "Republican"j
correspondent brings against the See1
of Rome, and which I have quoted in1
my last paper. I will repeat it, that we4
may have it distinctly before us. q

"The Roman Church, for centuries,1
bas been a concentration of the monti
dangerous and bloody power,-the
power over souls by relîgious conformityi
-in the hande of a few persons ati
Rome, who have not scrupled to use
their authority, from time to time, to
promote war, protect assassination,
persecute the weak and pardon the1
etrong for their crimes, when those1
crimes ueemed to promise aid for the
oppressor and subsistence for thei
prieste who helped maintain the op-i
pression." ,

Now what in the meaning of thes
furious charges, taken in their aggre-
gate and in their mutual dependence?
Plainly this, that at some point in the
history of Western Europe doubtless,
from hi& tone, long before the Reform-
ation), the Catholic Church ceased te
be the chief embodiment of Christianity,
and the chief agency of spiritual and
moral good, and became the seat of a
conspiracy for using every religious and
civil force of Europe as the passive
instrument of the ambition and cupidity
"ýof a few persons at Rome."

These "few persona," he wouid have
us believe, have agreed,-whether ex-
plicitly or by mutual understanding
is indifferent-to bond ai the doctrines.
sacraments, ceremonies, offices, succes-
siens, of Catholic Christianity, which
before them had been ingenuously
serving their avowed purpose of ad-
vancirig the Christian religion, into the
passive, and largely uncenscious instru-
ments of serving the diabolical selfish-
ness *'of a few persons at Rome."

That this conspirady of evil might flot
fail, the succepsors in it have been in-
sidiously chosen, this man would have
us believe, from generation te generation
out of these judged, by previous trial,
likely to prove serviceble members of
this great confederacy of hell. The
writer would probabiy ailow that these'
infernal designs had been covered by the
infusion of a certain proportion of un-
conscieus innocents, who have supposed
themselves to be serving Christ, when,
in reality, they were scrving the Prince
of Darkness. The dlue, however, ho
would say, heu been faithfuily kept in
the hands of a central succession of
intending and conscious promoters of
evil.

Let anyone examine Janssen'm pre-
sentation of the customary language
of the Lutherans towardm the Roman
Sec in Luthcr's time and down to the
outbreak of the Thirty Years' War,
and he wili ses how much this gentle-
man's way of speech resembles theirs,
allewing, of course, for the great
temperatenesu of style of a soxnewhat
more refined age. To he sure, ho does
not, like Lutherm disciples, choose
twenty-twe sorcerers in tura te the
papal chair, or consent to have any
cardinals carried off bodiiy by the
devil. Iadecd, I no more suppose that
he believes in the existence of Satan
than in the Divine authority of Christ.
Yet, as we see, his animosity 15 50 great
against the Papacy, that it ought not
to cost hlmn very much effort to people
the Vatican with ail the infernal princes
of Milton's Pandemonium, each in his
proper style and funotion. Howevcr,
ho has already presented as odieus a
picture as ho has present occasion for.

Note, according to him this diabolical
conspiracy stili subsists at Rome in f ull
energy of purpese, although at present
somewhat lamed in meme of its agencies.
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Hie does not say that the Roman Church
was once stîch a concentration of evil
purpose, but that she "has been" this
"for centuries," Pius X., according
to him, is just as much a servant of the
devil as he would describe John XII.
sas having been, aithough I dare say he
wouid view the innocent Sarto as a
good soul put up, like various Popes
before him, as a blind to cover the faces
of the malignant conspiraters behind.

Observe, the question is net, whether,
in nearly two thousand years of Cathoi
history, there have not been scandais,
many and great. Who disputes it?
The Christian Church is made up of men
and women sinful even whea sincere,
and ail of whom, assuredly are net
sincere. Hlypocrisy and crime have
neyer been kept out of any office or
order, fromn the Apostolate dowa.
Those timid seuls who behave as if the
tares were not ever growing with, ' he
wheat have justly incurred the derision
of Pope Leo XIII., who says there are
those who would hardly be wiliing to
own that Judas betrayed his Master,
or that Peter denied him.

It lias been computed, of cours.
rather vaguely, that in the varioxs
parts of ýChrstendom one hundred
thbusand mnen have sustained the su-
premne office of Bishop alone, the popu-
lation of a great City. Give to this man
now an appreximate clairvoyant know-
iedge of Church ¶igitory, and with what
delight may we not imagine him prowl-
îng about for putrefying gobbets,
draggîng out for display one example
after another of episcopal unworthinessl

The th ousands and tenu of thousands
of bishops who have hoacstly endeavor-
ed te discharge their office, and many
of them iliustriousiy, would be to him
as if they were not. Ia this whole long
letter, for instance, I oaanet find one
allusion, however casuai, to a Roman
Catholic worthy. Positiveiy, unlesu my
eye has siipped (and I do not think it
has), the nearest approach to this is hie
mention of Lucretia Borgia, as "a beau-
tiful nonentity," whom, ncvertheless
he praises for her piety and beneveleace
during the latter part of her life. We
caa imagine what hie feelings are
towards the Catholie Church, when
Lucretia Borgia is the nearest approach
to a Catholic Saint whom he can prevaîl
on himself to mention.

There is a story toid about Mr.
Froude, which, I dare say, is substanti-
aily truc, but which I have ventured
to embeilish a littie. It is said that he
was once la the iibrary of Trinity Col-
lege Dublin, looking ever documents
bearing on the insurrection of 1641.
At lest, çathering up a pile of them he
handed t'hem te the attendant, saying:
"There, take these away. These give
i evidence mîtigating the crimes of the
Irishi Papise, and I am here to find
evidence aggravating them. I am the
Devil's Advocate against them."
Whether Froude said this or not, it
sufficientiy describes his way. Now
this gentleman, inteflectually, is the
genuine haif-brether of Froude. To be
sure, he is too immcnsely inferior to
hlm to be upposcd of the full bloed
and therefore is happîly exempt from
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those occasionai outb'ursts of involtlll
tary admiration of the epposing Bide
into which Froude's mental emineflo'
sometimes betrayed him. This gentJe"
man is the Advocatus Diaboli fr0'
beginning te end.

Let me again remind the reader thBý
the question isnot about the existence
of scandais in Catholic history. Niie
teen hundred years are a long time,an
Europe and South America are a grent
region, and somte ages have been more,
nome very much less favorable to relb
gion and merality. The brighter the.
light, the deeper the darkness. Sin il
Christendom js more censcious 1i
therefore - more aggravated than Bis1
outside. Wickedness in a prient is 'nore
hateful then in a layman. TIC3
thoughts are common enough in Cath<>'
lie theoiogy, and these scandais sO
described, in composed detail, by Catl'
olic scholars, by Dr. Lingard, by Wetîr
and Weite, by Dr. Pauter, and in peo
lier fuiness by Cardinal Baronius.

0f course, by gioating on the W0re
aspects of Church history, and writi'9
au if the endless instances of moral ne
religieus excellence in Catholic anflIB
did net exist, any one may easiiy ImsU
tIc Vatican, and indeed the Who'#
Church, appear au if it were the 0'7
pointed residence of Apoliyon. 1o
in the style of this writer. Yet, 80 1
see hie i. fnot content wîth this. 0
delibcratcly ajsures us that the ROMO'~
Sec ha. beca for centuries-doubtleg
at leaut since Hidebrand, eight hullare
and fifty years-aa inveterate 00d
scttled confederacy to violate sBU tha
principles of righteousaess, and al 'b
instincts of mcrcy, for the one end of
advancing tIe power and the vl
pomp of a knot of evil men at 10t
continucd by a secret and uaihallOwY
succession. Wi th somnewhat mOI0 de'
cency of speech, this is ne leus abO0n'
ebly sianderous than the inconceiV18W
brutalities of Luther and the stili grcste,
brutalities of lis first' foliowers.

Before examining this tissue Of 00
tumely in detail, I wili firut censider 16
aCatholie of the samie temper as thîs
correspondent might, on his princiP le, O
deal with Protestantismn.

CHARLES. C. STARBIUC]K
Andover, Mass.

Regmna Notes.

After very coid weather for a We
there is scarcely enough snow for
good sleighing, though sieigha are biI
much used.

Monday Nov. 20, the Oblate Fbr0
essisted by the Ladies of St. lés,
Altar Society were "At Home" te tle4
members of the congregatien frotm
te 9 p.m. at the Presbytery,
street. This was one of the
enjoyable functienu ever heid in O
nection with St. Mary's church. ,
Honor the Lieutenaat-GovernOr
Madame Forget, accompanied by
Bourget, Private Secretary, callild I11e
îng the efternoon. Mrs. Acastee on'
Mrs. Hutchison preuided over thetf
table which was laid la the libr5.l1
vcry prettiiy decorated with flOW0I'
the thoughtful gift of Madame Forgot '
Misses McCarthy and Seymou si
in pausing refreshmentu. A 'rYgS»
number of parishioners avaiied tli'9
selves of tIhe ppertunity presene '
paying their respects te the verYpo
1er clergy. Mrs. McCusker and >'

McCarthy assisted the Reverenda h
therm in receiving the guesto. iio

5

eveaing a very, aice progrànllee
givea. There were songe an 1
mental mumic. Mr. Lyons sangn I
songs in bis excellent style. 3"00''j
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