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Building Materials in South Africa

Limited Building at Cape Town.

Owing to excessive overbuilding during the boom immediately
succeeaing the LBoer war. as well as on nccount of unusual public
and private improvements necessitated in the Transvaal by the
fixing of the administrative capital in {’retotia, the demand at
Cape Town for building materials has heen relatively small for
several years. This will more (ully appear from the following
from the Cape "Times’:

There is. however, a gradual recovery of normal conditions in
the huilding trade in this district.

Style of Construction.

The great majority of private houses put up here are of hrick.
Most of them are plastered on the outside and mside. In the bet-
ter class of these huilldings a large percentage ol cement is used.
Where much cement is used, it is difficult to drive in nails. Where
too little is used, the nails will not hold, This is overcome in
many cases by (ixing picture moulding hefore the plastering is

ut on.
v an the majonity of the huildings here. both public and private,

the partitions are of brick. so that wall boarding or laths are not

needed. Where needed, various supports 1or tine plastening are
emploved. A considerable amount of expanded metal lathing
(principally of English make) is used. The Germans have a wall
boarding on the market here made ol asbestos ana cement. which
is landed at about 19s. ($4.62) per square (10 by 10 feet). They
also sell roofing tiling of the same malerial, lanced at 32s. 6d.
(7.79) per square. This is slightly harder and heavier than the
wall hoarding. The hoarding is three-sixteenths of an inch thick
and comes in sheets 4 by 8 feet. The tiles are one-eighih of an
inch thick and 16 x 16 inches square.
How to Introduce New Articles.

There is nothing manufactured here to compete with Ameri-
can wall hoard or the German ashestos-cement hoard. Clay tiles.
however. are locally made. For this market it is suggested that
the trade is not large ensugh to justily the effort of general dis-
tribution of American products of this character. 1t would ap-
pear advisable to arrange with one manufacturer’s agent for the
exclusive sale, who would he free to get in touch with the archi-
tects. on whose specitications the builder would have to buy any
particular materia)l designated. FProhably the bhest way to in-
troduce such an article would be to select a manufacturer's agent
and get him to suhmit samples to the architects and then supply
him free with enough of the hoard to put up in at least onc room
in some new house under the architect's direction. it will be
necessary-to introduce building novelties helore any large orders
"may be expected. Matenial men here will not stock any article
heavily until it has heen demonstrated that there will be a rea-
sonable demand. —

TECHNICAL SOCIETIES.
ALBERTA ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS.—President,
Jus. A. Henderson, F.R.1,, B.A., Edmonton; Hon. Secretary, W,
romarty, Edmonton.
D. .»(\:ll"{ocnli-l‘lll'I‘)EC'.l‘UR.-\l, INSTITUTE OF BBITISI—I COLUMBIA.
—President, R. Mickay Fripp: Secretary, Fred L. Townley, 325
Homer St., Voncouver, B.C.

CANADIAN CIMIENT AND CONCRETE ASSOCIATION,—
President, Peter Gillespie, Toronto, Ont.; sSecrelary-Treasurer,
Wm, Suaith, ‘wne Thor hron Works, Toronto, Ont.

CANADIAN CLAY PRODUCTS MANUFACTURISRS AS-
SOCIATION.—Presigent, J. 5. I'rid, Hamilton; Secretary-"T'rea-
surer, G. C, Keith, Toronto.

CANADIAN LLECLRICAL ASSOCLATION.—I'resident, Col.
D 1R. Street, Ottawa: Secretary, Alan Sullivan, Confederation
Life Building, Toronto.

. CANADIAN FORESTRY ASSOCIATION.—DPresident. Wil-
?)?tn Power, M.D.; Secretary, Jumes Lawier, Journal Building,

awa. .

CANADIAN GAS ASSOCIATION.—President, R. A. Wallace,
Quebec, Que.; Secretary-Treasurer, Geo. \V. Allen, 10 1oronto
st., Toronto, Ont.

CANADIAN INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION,
—President, W. Doan, M.D., Harrietsville, Ont,: Secretary-
Treasurer, Francis Dagger, 21 Richmond Street \West, ‘foronto.

CANADIAN INSTITUTE.—198 Coliege Street, ‘l'oronto.
President, J. B. Tyrrell: Secretary, Mr. J .Pattersan,
WCANADIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION Of BUILDERS
LEXCHANGES.—Western Section—Dresident, C. R. Irost, (09
Second St.. Edmonton, Alta., secretury-‘Treasurer. A. M. Frith,
224 McDougall Ave.,, Winnipeg. castern Section—I’resiuent.
Geo. Gander, Toronto; Secretary-Treasurer, I*. L. Fraser, Build-
ers’ Exchange, Toronto.

CANADIAN SOCIETY OF CIVIL ENGINEERS.—President,
G. H. Duggan, Montreal; Secertary, Prof. C. H. MclLeod, Mont-

real.

ILONDON BUILDERS BENCHANGE. - Prosideat. A, .
Nobhs: Secretary-Treasurer, F. S. Barclay.

ONTARIQ ASSOCIATION BULLDwrs' 1 XCHANGE.—1’resi-
dent, T. R. Wright, London, Ont.; 1st Vice-Pres., C. T. Few se.
Hamilton; 2nd Vice-Pres., A. Tomlinson. Chatham: Treasurer,
Geo. Oakley, Jr., Toronto; Secretary, A. E. [Flower, Toronto.

MANITOBA ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS.—I'resident,
E?ol‘1 J. B. Mitchell, Winnipeg: Secretary-Treasurer, R. G, Han-
ord.

MONTREAL BUILDERS' EXCHANGIS.—DPresident. John
Quinlan: Secretary, D. K. Trotter,

ONTARIO ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS. —Iresident, C.
H. Acton Bond, Tovonto: Treasurer, J. I'. Hynes. Toronto:
Secretary, R. L. Wolsey, Toronto.

QUEBEC BUILDERS' EXCHANGIE.—President, J. A. Marier;
Secretary-Treasurer, Alf. Cote,

ROYAL ARCHITECTURAL INSTITUTIE OF CANADA.—
President, H. C. Russell, Winnipeg, Man.; Hon. Secretary, Al-
cide Chausse, No. 5. Beaver Hall Square, Montreal, Que.

SASKATCHEWAN ASSOCIATION  OF  ARCHITECTS.—
Persident, W. G. Van Egmond, Regina; vice-presidents, A. G.
Creighton, Prince Albert, R. M. Thompson, Saskatoon: sec.-
treasurer, F. W. Knight, care of Storey & Van IFgmond, Regina:
Council, Prof. A. R. Greig, Saskatoon, R. G. Bunyvard, Moose
Jaw, H. Cooper, Saskatoon,

SOCIETY OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY.—Wallace p. Cohoe,
Chairman; AHred Burton., Toronto. Secretary.

TECHNICAL SOCIETY OF PETERBOROUGH.—DRank of
Commerce Building, Peterboro. President, N. C. Mills, 1*.0. Ilox
595 Peterborough, Ont.

TORONTO BUILDERS' EXCHANGI.—DPresident, §. T3
Hughes: Secretary, A. B, Flower,

DEVELOPMENT IN GAS APPLIANCES

As in many other lines progress in gas appliances has heen
slow undtil late years. and the many interesting and wonderful ap-
pliances that are now being shown are il}deed worthy of in-
vestigation. Gas in Aumnerica has now heen in use a (ull century.
but it is only of lute that the many henefits to he obtained from
its use have been given the publicity that has been deserv_ed. In
‘the abatement of the smoke nuisance gas has played no incon-
spicuous part. The hygienic value of gas as an illuminant, and
the health vaiue of gas when properly used for heat, has lately
been aptly dwelt upon by a number of eminent mg'dlcal authori-
ties. Gas can truly be called ““The Silent Servant, and the user
of the modern gas appliance can minimize life’s little worrle.s.
Perhaps the most striking example of the development in modern

*
appliances is the radiant gas fire. In appearance these lires are
equal to anything that can be purchased. and with the cconomy
ol operation that is possible and the absolule control of the heat
are well worth investigating. The heat that is radiated is odove
less. Prof. Leonard Hill, M.B., F.R.S., etc.. hus emphasizt the
health value of radiant heat There are two distinct forms of
heat—radiated and convected. Convection is the warming of Lhe
air by contact with a warm body. Radiation is the warming of
the walls. floors and objects in the room by the direct issue of
heat rays from the source of heat. Radiant heat does not notice-
ahly warm the air, hut passes through it, warming any material
surfaces which intercept the rays. Thesc surfaces gradually
warm the air by convection to a comfortable degree. Heat and
light radiations are given out by these heaters, and they cor-
respond more closely in appearance to a coual grate than
any other gas operated heater. The radiating power is

RADIANT GAS FInE INSTALLED IN NOUSE ON HUNTLEY ST., TORONTO, ONT,

speedily developed, and with [reedom from dirt and
noise accomplish a great deal in satisfactorily solving
the domestic heating question. The designs and fin-
ighes of the panel and inset fires are adaptable to
almost any surroundings. and consequently they rather
lend attraction to the furnishings of & room.
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INSET FIRE RADIANT GAS APPLIANCE.



