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STRANSYLVÂNIA M.IBBIAGE CUSTOMS.
WHEN the young couple go to church the day after tho wveddiug

they are met at the church door by a group of masked figures vho
snrround thera, singiuig and hooting, and playfully endeavour to
sèparate the young matron from lier husband. If tbey succeediin
so doing, thon hie must vin lier back in baud-to-baud figlit witb
bis aciversaries, or else ha mnust give a piece of money ns bier rau-
somn. Iu general it is considered a bned onien for the married lite
of the youug couple if the vite hoe separated fromn ber husband on
this occasion; therefore, it is customary for the young busbnnd to
take bis stand close by the churcb door vhile bis wife is praying
within, aund thien be ready to catch bolci of hier as soon as she,
stops outside. For greater* precaution the man often bolds bier
round the vaist vith both bauds during the dance vbicb immedi-
ately takes place before the cliurch, and at vbich thoy assist
merely as spectaters, takiug no active part, as it is not considereci
seemly to dauce in the churcli attire.
- As commonly ieveral couples are marriei at- the sanie tiime, it
is usual for each separate weddingparty to bring its ovu band of
music, and dance thus independently of the others. On the
occasion of a tripple wedding I lately witnessed it was very
amusiug te vatch the three vedding parties coîning down the
street,eacb accelerating is pace tilI it came toba a sort o! race up te
the cburch door to secure tlie best dancing-place. The ground being
rougb and slauting, thero vas only one spot vbere anything lie
a fiat dancing-fioor coulci be obtained, andi the vinning parby at
once secureci this enviable position, wbile the others baci to put up
vits an inclineci plain or a few Iiullocks nccidenting their bal 1-rooin
floor. The ten or sixteen couples belonging te each vedding party
are enclosefi in a ring of bystanders, encb rival baud of music
playing âvay with beroic disregard for the scorched ears cf the
lîstenors. "lPolka!1 ' caîls out the first group; IlWalzer! " mears
the second, for it is a point of lionour that each party sbould dIs-
play a nob 'le independenco in taking its owu lino of action; and
if, ont O! mIere coincideuce, tib o! the bands happen to strike up
the self-saine tune, one o! thora is. sure to change te soinething
totally different as soon as avare o! the unfortunate mistake-
the catervauling effeet produceci by this systemn baffling. ail de-
scription. "lThat is notbing at ail, saici the vorthy pastor, front
whose gardon I vas overlookiug tbe scene, laugblng at the evi-
dent dismay vith which I eu*deavoured to stop my cars. "IS orne-
times ve bave eight or ten veddings at a time, each with their
ovu fiddlers. That is something vorth bearing, indeed 1'

BRIGHT WOMEN.
BOSTON women are intellectunlly acute; tbey *are mostly born

with brains, or, if they bavei't brains, they affect tlsem a:nd play
they bave. They are vide avake, keen of perception, apprecia-
tive te excess;, they believe in education and mental improvement;
they are morally unhappy and depressefi, oving te climatic causes,
andi tbey are uarrov in their vievs of the vorld outside of Bos-
ton. But their brightness, vhere does it orne i- Tbe scintil-
lations, the nimble vit, the sensé o! humour, vbich are included iu
this genial quality, belong to a very few:* Perhaps'there are bal!
a score of really bright vomen in Boston. I can ouly, recali two
or three wbose mots have any social currency, alIthougb it has
beeu impossible te go,ànyvhere tbis *inter vithout meeting'many
interesting, cultivateci vomen. This sinal proportion seems
strangete, admirers'of the gentler -sox. We are drawu and at-
tracteci te certain people, and ivo at once inivest tbeml vith those
certain qualities whioh please us, for nothing ii more naturel than
te see the bast in those vo like. It is unconàcions sçlf.fiattering.
One o! the most brilliant Bostonians, or, ratheri cosmopolitans,
after living'aIl *over the vorld, returned bore'not'long ago, and,
in course of time, met rumerous leading society vomen vbo bave
beau accomuted wortb kn6ving. Ra vas not struck hy the. men-
tal or pbý ,sical* cbarrns of! any of tbem. At last a quiet, unob-
trusive littie person, vhose busbanci carrieci this- citizen of the
-world homne- to-dinner oua day, becaine suddenly elevated te the
rank of Ilthe brigbtest voman in Boston." Her sayings woro
quoteci far-ànd Wide;- whéenever au>' oua else manageci te let fal
a penni it vas -suatcheci up,. andi fè.stened te bier u evly.acquired

reputation for making droli, exaggerated speeches., By. and by
this citizen of the world couldn't endure his niative' lafid'lbnger,
and hie fiew bacIk to more congenial Europe, leaving the-àbrightest
,woman to flght out this battle of vit by herseif. Theconsequence
vas obvious. She ceaseci te say smart things. Her inspiration
had fiovu. The minci tîat hai acted on others lie flint on -steel
disported itself in other circles, and drew sparks f romt quick-wit-
ted Parisiens instead. 1 have always surmised *this temporary
cleverness of M rs. Humdrum ivas in reality the vitty .refiections
of this thorotighly witty fello,.. Nie thought she said the bright
tbings, while lie vas the perpetrator. .At. all events, it was -one
of the curins pisychologica1 studios which now and then creep in
among and enliven the commouplace-facts and issues of the day.

SEL.F-MAiDE WOMEN.

WB hear a great deal about soîf-made men, and now Celia Lo-
gan, herseif a self-made wvoman, bas compiled some interesting facts
coucerning somo women who are well knowni at the present tirne,
front which it appears that some of the most noted began *life very
humbly.

Lucy Larcotu vus a miii hand.
Pretty Maud Granger, w-ith the gold-brown eyes and shapely

form, first earned herlivelihàod by running a sewing machine.
Sarah Bernhardt vas- a dress-maker's apprentice; so was Ma-

tilde Hleron.
.Adelaide Neilson began life as a child's nurse.
Miss Brndclon, the uovelist, vas a utility actress in the English

provincés.
Anna Dickinson began life as a school-teachér.
Charlotte Ousbnian vas the dnugliter of poor people.
Neli Gwynn sold oranges in the streets and theatres. Frons

the pit, whiLte vending hier wares, she took a' fancy for the stage.
Mrs. Langtry is the daughter of a -country parson of small

means, but the olci provorb of hler face being. lier fortune proved
true in hier case.

Edmonia Lewis, the sculptross, is coloured. Overcoming the
prejudice 'against bier sox and colour, and self-educated, Miss Lewis
is now successfully pursuing lier profession ini Italy.

The great French actress, Rachel, had as bard a childhood as
ever fell to the lot of a genius. Ragged, barefoot andi bungry,
she played the tambourine in the streets, and sang and begged for
a dole. Naturâlly, she vas illiterate aund vulgar.

Christine Nilsson vas a poor Sweedish pensant, and ran bare-
foot ini childhood.' Jenny Lind, also a Swede, vas the daughter
of a principal of a young ladies' bcarding-school.

Minnie Hauk's father was a German and a sboe-maker, in the
imost straitenod circumstances.' Her voice early attracteci the
.attention of one of New York's richest men, wbo had it cultivatod.

eAdelaido Phillips,. the singer, nov dead, was a vory poor girl;
andi se vas Sarah Jewett, the actress.-

SThe mother of Clara Louise Kellogg strained every nerve to
give Clara a musical education, and at one time was a prefessional
ýSpiritual medium* Miss Kellogg failed three times.
.. Miss Maria Mitchell, the astronomer, vas theo daughter of a
small farmer in Nantucket, who wras obliged te eke out bis income
by teacbing scool at $2 a veek. Maria vas constàntly occupieci
with houshold diities.

The moat renowned woman i*ho sÉrang fromn the.lowliest estate
was Jeanne d'Arc, who fed swine.

À TREAsuRE TRov.-A trensure dating back two centuiies has
been discovered'in an old bouse standing in a *garden ini the Rue
Galande, in Paris. The landlady vas baving sonie repairs èxe.
cuted sud gas laid ou, and the werkmen,- on tearing down the
paper in a room. on the ground floor, -fotsnd, artfuUly concealed in
a recess iu the waîl, au iron box coutaizsing.vills aund fainily papers
dating fromn the year 1694, with n quantity of coin, aniong.*hioh
were about 160 foroign golci pieces of the size of a double-louis.
The neit day the workmnen, iu digging in. the *garden te: îay -dovu
the gas-pipes, came upon another box with 1,200 piecos ôf %gold
andi silver of thosame kind.


