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this material is under that of more usual materials.
An experiment in terra cotta is being tried at the
new Linton Apartments, the lower storeys of which
are faced with large blocks of vellow material, the
surface of which is speckled gray, perhaps with the
idea of making it a little like stone, Many of these
blocks have cracked and require replacing, a cir-
cumstance which is not reassuring, but perhaps it is
too early to judge of the case. The entrance hall
of the McGill Students’ Union Building is lined with
pale buff terra cotta made in England. The colour
is agreeable and the modelling of moldings and orna-
ment is well done. Artificial stones have been used
occasionally, as at the New Sherbrooke, and in a
number of small houses, but they cannot be said to
have established themselves in common use. For
wall-linings of moderate cost chestnut wood is having
some vogue.

The year has been happily free from serious labour
troubles.  'Wages have, on the whole, made little
change, with the exception of labourers’ wages, which
have advanced. The present wage rate is as follows:

Ordinary labourers ..................... 20c
Builders’ labourers ... . .  ''"77CUC 20-221/%c
BOOL TRDOUDINS. .. .4 st e 221%c
DRI 1< . vt L35 i o g | 3 35¢
BEIRGONEIONN . . . v sy s o 36-40c¢
Bricklayers—union wage 45¢, actual rate.. 50c
Roof metal workers ............. ... . 30¢
s A L A 35¢
Carpenters—25 to 30e, but generally...... 271%e
FAMMEION (. 2. i 58 i ol R e 3314-40c¢
PRI . o0l ey et s 25-271/%e
Labourers working for the city are paid $1.75 per

day; carters with single team, $2.50, with double
team, $4.00.

At the banquet of the Builders’ Exchange the Hon.
W. A. Weir spoke on the need of better facilities for
technical education in Montreal. Anything that may
be done to this end must bhe very welcome to all inter-
ested in good handiwork. Tt is to be hoped the mat-
ter will not be allowed to drop, but will be discussed
thoroughly and by all concerned, so that it may be
put on a broad basis. The ordinary routine of tech-
nical education will probably never he adequately
taught in a school. Nothing ean replace a thorough
apprenticeship to a trade for teaching that trade
thoroughly to the body of its workers. But no high
standard of general excellence can be attained unless
the more capable minds amongst the workmen have
the opportunities for studying and practising some-
thing above the level of everyday experience. This
it is that can be provided in a technical school. There
shonld be centres where those of keener and hroader
mind than their fellows can resort to train them-
selves and to see what there is to aim at and if pos-
sible surpass.
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SKETCHING CLUB, P.Q. A. A.

was exhibited and discussed

The annual dinner of th
“Oxford’”’ on the evening
The guests were: Mr. Chaussé, Preg
ince of Quebec Association of
Nobbs, and Mr. William Maxwell. My Chaussé con-
veyed to the club the good wishes and assurance of
the keen interest of the Provineial Association.
Prof. Nobbs, respondine to the toast of “the gnests,”’
said he had just returned from a short visit to New
York. where he had made a speeial point of enauiring
into the aims and methods of the American Society
of Beaux Arts Architects, with a view to ascertain-

ident of the va:
Architeets: Prof.
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ing whether it would be advisable that the Sl{etctt'm%
Club should seek affiliation and co-operat.lon Wlthléar.
body. He had been deeply impressed with the (; the
ness of purpose and thoroughness of method 0 eilt
Beaux Arts Society. It had accomplished a géeld
work and bade fair to become the great training &
of American architects. One point, howgver, he w i
bound to eriticize, and that was the limited vlewith
took of architecture, a fault it had in common the
the Ecole des Beaux Arts of Paris. In this V]ewgn
whole labor and accomplishment, the whole gloryhase
delight, of our mediaeval predecessors is a past P oul
of life which has taught us nothing. To snuf into
eyes to an art which transformed its buildings hip.
organisms full of all the charms of eraftsmans of
and throbbing with human interest, for the sake ed,
a studied formalism, however dignified and_refin
was in Prof. Nobbs’ opinion a mistake so radical 0
he thought the Sketch Club should rather keep gh-
its own pleasant bypath than share such an arid h]ien-
way. Whilst the nations of Europe are each awa tor-
ing to new life in architecture, along lines chara¢ i
istic of each, and each with a distinet note of iD o
viduality, there is a tendency in the United States Tt
harden up into rigid forms and academic rules- i
would be better, Prof. Nobbs thought, to take our
spiration from our own national traditions, g1V 20
individuality a chance to express itself, e was Ehi'
paring to read before the Ontario Society of -Art'o
tects a paper which was to deal with this SubJe‘ilave
our national traditions, and hoped he would
an_opportunity of saying something further on
subject to the Sketching Club also. 2

A very enjovable evening brought out much m
cal talent in the club. elub

On the 5th of December members met at the ¢ o
rooms and worked on the second of the series
design subjects for the season. Seven sets of des;viw.
were sent in in competition for the first of the se he
The new subjects were, in Class A, a shelter tOB
access stairs of a city subway; and in Class rliet-
simple mediaeval tower in the centre of a ma
place.

gl

STUDENTS’ COMPETITION.

at
It is with pleasure that we are permitted to anno‘; Jessts
Mr. M. Tsuboi, a Japenese student in the office 0 d the

Gordon & Helliwell, architects, Toronto, has been awarde
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MRr. M. TsugoL

udents of 1°
first prize of $100 in the competition among thco::vt:::lr:lr)’ 110“:?
International Correspondence School for a $3'00f the Archite¢ .
The prizes were donated by Mr. Comstock, o . Compemp;d'
and Builders’ Magazine. There were over l(%anada’ nit!
and five countries were represented, namely’The anon
States, Cuba, South Africa and New ZCalan(t:il- rkqbt;rg- 7, Vaos
was won by Miss Helen B. McConnell, of Cla of Danne
and the_ third prizes by Mr. Karl R. Kipp,
N, Y., and Mr. E. Parmenter, Toronto.




