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decided that usage alone should settle a question. of
this kind. It certainly seems as if usage that requires
an edict in its favor cannot be called predominant yet.
There is reasonableness in the English system too, and
a certain descriptiveness which is strong in the mind ?f
anyone who has been accustomed to its use. It is
interesting to note that in Mr. Burnham’s plan for the
Union League Club House, Chicago, the entrance floor
is called the ground floor. It is only two steps above
the street and is devoted to such uses—the office,
telegraph, telephone, coat rooms, lavatories, barber
shop, etc.—that it seems proper to call it the ground
floor and leave the term ‘¢ first floor” free for the floor
above, which is entirely given up to what the architect
calls a ““State Suite.” Herein is a moral which may often
be found in American affairs,—that the most American
practice is not always the best American practice ;
that in the higher developments there is a tendency to
return to an old world way of doing things. Let us,
who inherit in many things the way of the old world,
make quite sure, before we change, that a change is

. necessary. /

The manager of a theatre in Montreal
had to appear in court the other day,
at the instance of the Inspector of Buildings, because
on a single date his programme had not fulfilled the
terms of the building by-law, that on every play bill
shall be printed a plan of the theatre showing exits and
stairways. This is an excellent regulation. It secures
an exhibition of the floor plan in a place where it is
sure to receive study, along with the jokes and adver-
tisements on the programme which get such careful
attention during the waits. To make the regulation
fully effective there should be some provision in the
by-law for a manner of representation that would invite
attention, and a scale of drawing that would be under-
standable, so as to guard against mere compliance
with the letter of the law by the insertion of a half-
inch blot that would represent nothing to the inexpert,
for whom it is most intended. An incidental advan-
tage of the prominence thus given to exits would be to

dispose theatre proprietors more to their consideration,
If the law requires a nightly display

ties of a theatre, it is likely that some pains will be
taken that this part of the plan may bear inspection.
If, for instance, the plan of the Toronto Opera House
were made prominent on the programme it would say
in the plainest language that for the sake of space to
let in the front of the theatre the lives of visitors to
the theatre are nightlyendangered, from the way in which
the audience from the floor and the balcon
to a common exit. The streams from the b
side enter at right angles the stream fro
is true that a balustrade i interposed a
the balcony stairs to turn the flow from the balconies in
the same direction as that from the floor, but it would
not stand for a moment a panic rush ;

‘ 3 and its wreck,
thrown down under foot, would insure catastrophe, [f

the balustrade could stand, the people from the floor
might perhaps escape, but what would happen to the
people rushing down from the balcony? At the bot-
tom of the stairs from the balcony, which is about six
feet wide, they would find a fence, about four feet from
the bottom step, obliging them to turn at right angles
through a door three feet four inches wide. This is a
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Canadian Building Lt iS surprising that the abundan;

Stowe; uilding stone of this country is not
: ; more widely used. There is plenty of
it and in great variety. A valuable paper read before
the Ontario A.ssociation of Architects by Mr. Andrew
Bell, and printed in the CANADIAN ARCHITECT AND
BuiLper fqr March, 1896, ought to have had more
effect than it appears to have had in introducing some
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