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British Columbia.
The annual busirness meeting of the

British Columbia Rifle Association was
beld at Victoria on the evening of Friday,
the 25th uIt., the comrfortable and weil
equipped men's reading roonm in the drill
hall affording splendid accommodation
for the purpose. The association lias a
very representative membership, the Se-
nate, the House of Conimons, the Pro-
vincial Legisiatîve, the Army and Navy
of Great Britain, ail contributing to the
elements of its composition, andI making a
welcome addition to the Canadian miili-
tiamen and private citizens who naturally
forni the great majority, and the two
classes last mentioned represent nearly
every province in the D)ominion, as well
as the volunteers of England and Scotland.
Conspîcuously displayed at this meeting
were thehandsome Tait and Brasseyctups,
evidence of the battalion and conpany
championship won by the team of the
JI. C. Garrison Artillery sent east by the
association last summer. The chair was
occupied by the president, Lieut.-Col. R.
Wolfenden, R. L., who bas been a mnin-
ber continuously ever since the associa-
tion wvas organized in J1874, and who has
largely contributed to ensuring the conti-
nuous success of! as operations. The se-
cretary, Cap î . E. H. Fletcher, and the
treasurer, Capt. W. H. 1)orman, who also
have been honorary officiais of the a.,so-
ciation almost from its ýtart, presented
reports showing a very satisfactory state
of affairs. The treasurer showed a surplus
of about $5o, of revenue over the expendi-
ture of about $2,2 50, 10 add to the balance
of $30 with which the year commenced.
There was one point of the secretary>s in-
terestinz report which elîcited ý:ommenî,
that being the fact stated that no acknow-
ledgment or reply had been made by the
D)ominion Rifle Association to a resolution
forwarded by the IB.C.R.A. Council early
in 1894, directing attention to the fact
that New South \Vales and Victoria
(Australia) Rifle Associations then had
under discussion the matter of sending ,a
team to Bisley, and respectfully suggest-
ing that the I).R.A. should take steps to
have the team pass through Canada at
least on one way of their journey. They
would be returning at about the time of
the Provincial and D)ominion matches
where tbey would certainly be cordially
welcomed. British Columbia is direculy
ti touch with Australia since the Cana-
dian line of steamers was started, and the
council of the Provincial association being

anxious to have the team visit tbis pro-
vince, asked the Dominion Association to,
mnove in the niatter as an invitation would
corne more gracefullyfrom îhemi. Another
report presented and very cordially re-
ceived was that of the Captain of the Ot-
tawa team, Lieut. J. D. Taylor. The teain
consisted of eight members, ail belong-
ing to the B. C. Battalion of Garrison Ar-
tillery. In place of going directly to
Ottawa as in previous years, the team
aclded a 'veek to theit- necessarîly long
vacation and visîted the 0. R. A. meeting
at Toronto, in order that. the practice
there and succeeding rest imighit fit thei
for the greater meeting. The resuit wvas
highly encotiraging, foi- îhouigh ai the out-
set of the Ontario meeting they wvere
noticeably out of formi and consequently
ont of the pr;ze list, when the very uni-
portant Tait-BIrassey match caie fittingly
at the close of the meeting, they had so,
far imiproved as to achieve the distriction
of taking hoth cups-the Tait, for a batta-
lion teami of six, with an average of go0;
and the Erassey, for comipany teamis, with
an average of 9 1 made by the four memi-
bers of No. 4 Co. (WVestmninster). These
scores were the highlest ever made in ibis
competition ; they are above the record
of the London Merchants Ctip match at
Ottawa, and have only once been exceed-
ed by the Kolapoî'e teamns at Wimbledon
and Bisley. The saine regimental teani
wvon second place in the London 'Mer-
chants Cup comipelîtion the followvin.g
week, with an average of 861,à'Y, the win-
ners, who averaged 88,1'~, having been
picked from five crack corps of ontario;
and the B.C.(G.A. regimental teamn won
third place for No. i iIDistrict in the M ili-
tary District match at Ottawva, being with
424, only two points below the winning
team, drawn from three Ontario corps. To
have been lt, 2nd and ' rct in three coin-
petitions of sucb importance wîîhin two
weeks, is a matter of just pride to the re-
presentatives of the lB C.G;.A., who as in-
dividuals also distingui shed themnsclves,
puttîng five mien out of the Prîovincial
eight into the Grand Aggregate at Ottawa
and being sectîre of representation at
Bisley in 1895 as Gunner John C. Chain-
berlin is 23rd on the list. T'le îeami are 10,

be hianded down to posterity in te shiape
ofa handsomiely executed phoitographic

grouip, includîng the Tlait-B)rassey cups,
and the B.C. provincial crest wvhich the
association have adolp'ed foi- their badge.
t'jon the reception of the teami captains
report, Lieut.-Cul. E. G. lrior, NI ., took
occasion 10, express the pi-ide he felt in
conmanding a regimient wlîich hiad tlhus
demonstrated ils proflciency witlî the rifle,
whilst ils efficiency in its own pectuliar
duties as garrison artillery lias been slho%%-i
to, be very creditable îndeed.

After such a satisfactory year it nattîr-
ally followed that aIl the nmembers who
again offered were re-elected to the cotîn-
cil, whicb, a ballot havîng been taken wvas
found 10 stand as follows: Vrom Victorit
L.t.-Col. E G . lrior, MI.P1., Lieut.-Col. R<.
Nolfenden, Capt. \W. IL. lornman, cat.
E. Il. Fletcher, Lieutenants B. \il~îs

F. B. Gregory and J. D. Taylor, and
Messrs. A. R. Langley and George H.
Norkill ; from Vancouver: Major J. D.
Townley and Mr. James WVilson ; froml
New Westminster: Messrs. S A. Flet-
cher and Rdiph Wilson ; fromv Nanaimo:
James McGregor, M.P.P., and Mr. W.
W. B. McInnes. Senator Mclnnes and
Col. Prior were re-elected miembers of the
cotincil of the D.R.A., wih the recom-
miendation that Andrewv Haslamr, M. P.,
be one of tIi .C. representatives chiosen
at the nieelin- at Ottawa. The counicil
then met and re.elected officers as followvs:
President, Col. Wolfencten ; vice-presi-
dents, Lieut.-Col. Ieters D.A.G.. (ex-
officio), Major Townlev and James Mc-
G regor, M. '. P.; treasurer, Capt. l)orman;
secretary, Capt. F-lecher ; assistant-secre-
tary, Lienît. Taylor ; archton, CapI. W.
Shears. T'he only chawî,e being that iNir.
McGregor replaces Dr. Braeger, wvho lias
remioved to California. 'l hîce new lire
merrbers were added during the year,
hiavîng qualifled under the ruIes by thie
presentation of substantial gifts. They
are Lient. Col. J. N. l'eters, 1..A.(;., lion.
J. 11,. Turner, Minister ofmFnance, and Il.
D). I lelmicken, M.l'.P1.

The annuai mieelîig- of the officers of
the headquarter companies of the British
Columbia Battalion of ( arrison Artillery
was held on Satuiday evening, 26111 Jan.,
ait their rooims ait the drill hall, Lieut -Col.
E. G. Prior, NI.l>, presidiiig. Coniîittees
for the year were choseti as follows:

Bandl- Surgeon H-aselI, Capt. Fluiner-
felt and Lieuit. Moilio.

Reginientai and Fin.ince---,itiîts. Gre-
gory, Saigîison and Williaîiiis.

Mless-Lieut. learse, Capt. l'lerfedî
andi Lieut. Gregory.

The recreation and sliooting comimitee
lias yet to l)e namned.

A resolution of regret at the retireliient
of Capt. W. Sîiears from tlîe (Jfic of
laymaster 'vas passed, it expressîng also
the hstgh ippreciation by Its brother olli-
cers of the services rcndered by CapI.
Slîears, who liad been with the corps ai-
most since ils organization.

Tlhanks were tendereci to Lieut. Gre-
gory for tlhe glit of a dlock to the mess,
an(I 10 Capt. Flumerfelt foir the ,ift of a
bule 10die boys' band for coiipetition
and Capt. Fluîiterfelt. announced lus
readiness 10 present a prize for the en-
cotuageînent of Morris tube siîootiîîgf
sliould that be t.tken up as intended.

It was decidied 10 îîake an effort. 10

have lte annual inspection, whiclî was
post pone(l froîil:tst September, take
place about the enîd of February ; and
the niatters of ( ood Frid:ty nîaincuuvr-es,
a iiiary day in conhicctioii wiîhthei
Qtieeni's birthclay celebration ; and a % isit
to VTancouver or the reception hiere of te
coirpanies from that ciy, were bi iefly dlis-
cussed and wi'll reccîve ftti ther considera-
lion.

A vote <of îhaiuks as passed t10liIon. l,.
\\. I ',i se for lus kindix ss in prcscntîîtg
10 thc itice s a listorical picture of severa'i
nicîtube s of lte fil s( voluinteer corps liere.


