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</ Sorrow’s Crown of Sorrows.”

CHAPTER XVII.—Continued.

For an instant Aubreyremained motion-
less.. Thena strange luok flashied into
his eyes, and muttering something, he
threw himself upon Bruce Laidlaw, an'l
clutched him murderously by the throat.
Then, with a groan, b suddenly relaxed
his hold, and swavinrg round, fell face
downwards upon the 1tuor,

And so the train which was tobave
taken Mr. and Mrs. Laidlaw on the first
stage of their wedding trip went off with-
out them, leaving the bridegroom on his
knees, by the prostrated body of his
rival, and the poor bride staring anxious-
ly at the hands of the clock in her lodg-
ings off Oxford Street. and rushing ever
again to the window to watch for the
coming of her newly-made husband. She

ras far too happy to disguisc her feelings.

Yet more than once during the day a
pnssing thought of her Oldford lover
shadowsd her mind with regret and un-
easiness. He had been so tond of her,
and must be so unhappy. Yet, what
could she do? Dr. Marsden had forbid-
den the marriage ; she had returned the
engagement-ring; aud Madame de Vaux
had implored her to give up all thoughts
of Aubrey and to leave Oldford. Yet
her woman’s heart achied alittle tfor him;
ghe tried to speak of him to Brucee, but
a slight coldness in his manner s she
approached the sabject warne:d lier to
avoid it for the present.

“ I liked young de Vanx very muach/
Bruce said, “though I believe he was
mortally jealous of me. He scemed o
vary courteous, pleasant-tempered gen-
tleman. But why should you think
about him now, when you are with e ”
Are you alicady regrettine the step you
bave taken? Remember. I must reign

alone or abdicate,” he added, half laugh-
ing, but more than half iz earnest.

“Youare vhe first and the only man|
have loved ar ean love.” she answered;
and he made her swear it, being fiur more
jealons thantendet in his regard for Ler.

It never once oceurred to Lola to exaet
a similar vow from him. From the
nioment when, in knizght-errant fa<hion,
he had carried her ot fron the den of
Andrew Marsden, Brace had regained
his old place in the temple Lola had ined
raised to nim, and she simply deelined o
either believe or remember anything she
had ever heard agminst him,  Now that
Andrew was unmasked, so she argned
to heiself, it was folly to attach cre lenee
to his scandalons  culummnies: and as
to the Doctor. his prejndice agains:

Bruce was =0 unreasonably strong that
even Lis word could not he trusted enthe
subiect.

Dearly a=she loved her gnardian, Lol
could not yet forgive him for the decep-

tion he had practised upon her, by which !

he had worked upon her wonnded privde t
induee her to marry Aobrey, That L
should have refused Bruee Laidiaw's
offer for her hand, and dismix-ed him
withont consulting hier, was sutlicicntly
humiliating ; but that he =hoald, inoad-
dition, have kept silence on the anbjeer,
and so misrepresent  some of Denees
words as to constrne them intoan mesu't.
this was indeced 8 levitinute sodpree o
grievance against bt A~ to Braee, 1o -
would hardly bear to hear Dr, Marzden's
name mentioned before him, aed when,
ag heleft Lalvat her dooran thee vvening

when they retnraed from the theatr

she falteringly sogeested that she i
better write home, he Lol peremptorily
told her shenui=t notds ~ountid the fo.
Towing dav.

Then he had kissed ber verye boving v,
and had told her to be rendy £ Bim in
the new cloak aud bonmet™ o Ll s
ten.

“Lam going to take voaont " e sadd,
Sand Twant o to Lol vene baar

Romethine in s moacnnro- oo
her next day made Loda hld o o- 5
attention, but the tivst ab<dnte intorn.-
tionhe gave Lwer on the subgees was e
ing the short drive they prewontly ook
intbe direction of Bicoanstony,

“Yon will have no hridesmabls v
poor little Lola” he -aid, caned o
wedding-cake, or ivours, errice, or g
satin =slipperscand 1 s very ach
afraid yorr wils he wiven away by the
pew-opener. .\ paitey wedding for tioe

[
tar

most benutifl widd in Eonganed! And
FOU ATC NETYILE o0 ~tPesineg aoijer,
and yvour guardinn will most cosiaindy
disinlievit  you, But we have voath,

hope, and love, and encrgy, and there s
a bit of white heather o vonr bonnt,
which 1 privately in<trueted the milliner
to put there,  And that means hagpiness
inmarried lite. you know.”

“But—but you never told me T mnee-
mured Lolas growing rapidiy red an?
white by turns. “And cuchint T oo lave
sald yes, ol namd the day 7

“Welll you can namie it now, e said,
S Lhurssday, the 20th of Decomber, And
vour eyes =aid ves roore than amenth

ago, and they say ~ostid, Thave the rins ,

in my pocicet, and o =pecid Heense, ton,”

“Then you tiok  wmy consent oy
geanted? 7 she said, It ois ali very ir
regular, and extravagant. aml romantie,
and I think T ovght to beanery,
it's all ont ot the usual oalder of thines, 1

will tell you, M. Latdbow that T lovevay i

go much I don’t very mineh mimd.”

It was snowing amd the window wax
down.

“ London is in white for the wedding,
which is thonghttn? anl sympathetic on
the part of nature,” e sabl gaily ; and.
indeed, neither of thew relt the cald,
with young hearts beating  fast, and
young blood leaping hizh. as it nsaliv
does on such oceisions.

When the was wed Hng over and =he na
Iouger Lola Marsden, Lut Ll Laidiaw,
stood by ber husband's side and el
ing her hands over his av, looked op
at him with a certnin hushed solemity

in her whole beariug, wud shadowing e

radiant eves, Bruee toid her, ns he b
her to the door, that as their teain lof
Charing Cross for Doverat aquarter-pust

twelve, and his packing was not yet done.

lie would ask ber to wait in his old royms
untit he returnerd for her fraom Blooms-
bury, Then, in silence and a’one, ws the.
had entered, so they left the cuurch,
nman and wife vow, hound togethoer for
good orill; and Lola, half dazed still hy
the suddenness of the whole proceeding,
waited for her husband at Mrs. Manvers’
house. The wedding trip was to be spent
in Paris, from which city, so Lola de-
cided, she could write to Dr. Marsden,
But her brain was in a whirl, and she

But.as

could hardly think clearly at ail. She
was utterly happy at the thought of
being married to Bruce; #he kept on rc:
peating softiy to herself the wonl_s:' I
am his wife—~Bruce Laidlaw’s wife!’
and turning her wedding ring round and
round on her finger to asstre hersell of
the joyful fnet. ) .

Yet the suddenness of the thing al-
most shocked her ; andagainst her will,
in this moment when she should have
been most content, a speech of her guar-
dian’s rose in her mind and secmed to over-
shadow the life she was that dai' begin
ning : “Whoever maries Bruve aidlaw
will be & miserable woman.”

Her trvelling-bag lay upon the sofa,
where she had placed it after hurnedly
packing it on her return from the
chureh ; a particularly neat portmantean
—a prezent from Bruce—which had ar-
rivel that morning, stood heside it
Iola’s initialy, “L. L.” were painted
therenn ; but at present it contained valy
the hat and coat she had worn to_ come
up from Oidford. She did not like to
wear them for the journey lest Bruce
should e displeased. although she was
privately of the opinion that in her pre-
sent costume shie was far toe finely
dressed to walk about,

For Bruce's notions were princely.and,
the very day of Lilw's arrival in town. he
havl received a cheque for three hundied
pounds trom his publisher; conseyuently,
it had pleased him to dress his bride-elect
in sumptuous raiment, and Lola stoad
before theglass in her bedraoms. behold-
ing a very impressive retlection, _

Tihe cloak was of pearkgrey cloti: it
covered Lola from the throat to the
feet, and was trimmed with deep grey
fur at the edgee, and with elaborate steel
embroidery abont the neck and shonld-
ors,  The close-fiting bontet was entirely
of steel, with a pale grey gurl'nf 1'0:nthgr.~,
an'd nestling under the brim was a tiny
spray of white heather.  Lonwg pearl-grey
eloves and a white veil eompleted o ens-
e 11 which Lola hardly knew her-
<elf, =be had never before worn eithera
bhonnes, or a veil, or w long cloak. or any
garmencs approaching the tatalof twenty-
five guineas—a whole quarter’s moniey —
Pwhieli she hal with her own eyes =oen
Bruce pay for his purchases. From a
boony, rosy=cheeked comntry givl they
seemed to transform her into a gracefut
Londen luly.

Lol's nature, as well as her traimng.

rendered her asidevold ol vanity as any
one of Eve's danghters can ho, Sheowae
alwavs wishing shewereciever. bat never
I thankiu! ~she wa-bamtitul,. Herideal of
CBeauty was intelfeetnal padtor s spivitual
pespression, anl somewhat emaciated
Pproportions: consequently —her - own
Diairtess inno way imperessed her.
Y Yeteven another woman, and that an
enemy, was foreed into recognising the
Suausual lovetiness of  Bruee's  chiniee.
P Absarhed ineounting the minutes nntil
, Broce's return, and in watehing for his
jeab Lola, trom her elevation on the
Cseecnd Hoor, did pot heaeanadtrreation
which tock phee in the ball below at
just abont the time whien Aubrey e
Viny was reccivine the news of by
trriige.

It was Mary, the Barceand dirty, and
Sjubilots who opened the door sone tive
mitites atfter the bell had been rang, andd
wlmitted a0 Tedy visiters wine asked for

drnnee Landlaw,
oo soitsaite troe what Tivart s and
Cexeadmed e Lody, arowe

I
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oot twoowone e win el Broe

Loondaw steed faee te e at Jase,
Lot did ot ot st conmeet hiop v

inoany way with her bushand: ver Lot

tiee Geee ot e nanee ~ecmed Tagnisioe

i~itor

teotar, Shesaw heforo e an exidraer
divvry tall wonman, whese avinal height
Pwas considerably aceentiated by the

Prench bocls to her boot-s Tler elothes
were oD s nrewhint <howy s the wown

o beown ehecked cluth, the deep farlr;

e the ol sue le mov es o the hrown
honnetnight have becroworn by g cent e
Cwonin g and yer cortain bt Loaelu
Fin M.s Granvile - et hetantiy ape
Praised el thut Der vistbor wis soeinliv
Cher inferior, ‘
There wis s aononnt of el cena-
e adon the ecstnmie, whivl, of
dicated the degree of reiinement
dpossessab by the wearer. Thie dpess was
Tou sLert, and the ~tecls In it too
bewin with s then Mo Grone
sotne arms, and lavee, thoneh )
PWEiste woere profiiseny decornted Ly 85
ver bangles o fivze silver brooeh, form-
ing the wne » B fastened ey cagee,
turgiaise soblearrmzgs decorated Ber
carscand st ser’s Bownstiw hon-

net, aedag, too winter by velvel bows,
dterlly covethed tochen B0l e hids
Cheoaw i

f.

Peoutid cteel banelies,

. | e oS (B el taken in thess

Pdetails there thened into ber wmind the |

Pree bt o w <he el seen thi
Pt ‘w!n'i_'\' TR "r.l.~i.nl'.1‘.£'| Han, bt :
e odn e deast wicioed dn ey ill:;.l

Betore and e readieed that the orieinal
of the = Diane ™ on Andrew Mursden's
matithenices stoad hefore her,
oot B think yonare making aomistake,”
she sablocourteousiy hint very coldly, 1
dom't knew you bl and T'don't think
you ean have any husiness with me.”

But here Mrs Granville. who had been
seerotly impressed and surprised by the
elewance of Lola's appearancee, found her
tongue and awdacity.

“Oh, don’t you ?” she said scornfully,
“But T know you, Misg Lola, and fine

& letter this morning from a relation of
yours, telling me of your goings-on with
Brace, and I came here to tind him, not
you ; and to ask him how he could throw
over his o'l friends, who love him, for
the sake of au idle tine lady, who leaves
her home and friends to go on the stage
and take the bread tom us honest
wonmen's mouths, I couldn't have
thought it of a welt- brought-up girl like
you ; orof Brucee, for he's never been fast
all the vears I've known him.”

And ‘here Mrs. Granville's eyes filled
with tears, which she carefully dried with
a small muslin handkerchief, trimmed
with deep imitation lace, which she took
from a biack velvet bag on her wrist.

Every trace of colour fuded out of
Lola's fitee rs she stood on listening to
this woman; she knew her now ; she wis
Nell in the * Wreek Ashore” ; she was
the * pretty actress with whom Bruce
has been aftiched so many years ”” of An-
drew's letter.  Shame and indignation
kept Lola silent. Turning sharply away,
she rang the bell, and Mary outside rose
reluctantly from her place at the keyhole
to answer the summons,

* You think yon are going to have me
turned ont,” said Mrs, Granville in a
higher key ; ** but vou're mistaken, They
know me quite well here, for I've often
heen here to tea with Bruce, and with
my little girl. And you say you don't
know me. Well, everybody in London
can tell you who [ am.  Long ago Bruer
swore to befriend my child and me when
my wicked husband ranaway to Ameriea.
and left me to starve, all because ot his
jealously of Bruce. He's il now ; he may
be dyving : and bat fur him [ should have
married Bruee years ago. There's no-
hody lewves him as I do, for all his
temper. Aud he's as fond as can be of
my little Mary, and of me, too, until last
October, when he went ofl into the coun-
try in o hutl atter a titY with me because
he was jealous ; and then you angled for
him, and got hold of him, as Mr. Mars-
dentelis me, and disgraced yourselt by
running away to London atter iim. And
he's never written to me =ince, and I've
been niiserable  thinking 1t was  his
temper. But now 'know the reason; 1
shadl just wo down and wail for him, and
I don't leave this hotse unti! [ have =een
him. as ne one like me has aoright to
oo

Mrs, Granville'stoulishness was dashed
with considerable cunning,  She was
quite well aware that by her words she
d given a totally ineorrect impression
of her relations with: Brace, and tiis was
entirely hier intention. had  eome
up prepared to tight tfor hing but Lola's
stlence bad redneed her to monoligue.

Shie

A= she was Taving the room Lola rang |

the belt awain, ad Mary at lenuth re-
spomded bt

v Please sbow this persoil Gownstals,
said Lol

Her mann rwas hard andeol], and the
girlish ring had died ovt of Lier vouee,

“When my hiusband comes he can see
her there, shc adiled.

“ Your husband! - Whodo vou niean 7
asked Mrs. Geanville excitedly,

Lola did not notice her, It answeral
Mary's ok of enguiry.

1T was married to Mo Brace Laniiaw
this morning,” she satds and withont a
word more she walked into thoe wdjoining
bedroom and bt the doog

Fronthe canctiuary of this apastinent
she conthl bear Mrs. Granvitle's hvsterieal
weehing il Mary's wigeling sympathy.,

Her cwn heart was aching; her eves
hurning  withh o storm of  nnshied
teats, Sbe longed S ad et
draaded Brove's coming. She vonld
Neiotizer =het hier eirs to e stortes
aatn=t hine The woman hersell haod
corttivnned Lo WL feminine ineon-

si-teney, Lo Iaed Mess Granville, and
was exaspertted bevond meitsire by the
~orrad ot thiae [.’lll‘\"r viodent sobbine, Her
vhoseics birned with stiome at the thongshit
that beer Blol Ler pecress Broee, Lier
Sradway s, her hashanpd now, hiad been
Lover of tuat foolish el jeporont
tneodn hoisy ogriel in the

el
cresture tuligisd
BeNU Lo,

The <ttion was idivaions o= well as
parndul, T newlvotarnied hosband
cotting tooclain ids bebdes and findine
b Lndies peady coad wadting for L,
ewecste] srotesue amd farcieal complhi-
DHEPEN

Chwish T never
wosio D had neverseen him 7 Lol soid,
e dicnity and grietinde allowone now,
as shie paee d an and down the divey
bedraom ke a cawed wild antmal,

Wid idens of runming hiome aeain, and
Wiz Bruee free to oo baek to o that
detestable wornan,” eressed Loy mied,

“Pethaps e s tond o that eroatare
Wl the time, and ondy asked me ta arey
bl omt of a0 chivitdraus impnlse,” poor
Loda retlected ; aned the horrible tikel-
heod Gl this Tdea seemed toinerense as
she dwelt uponit, T ean never talk o
nizn aboat what she sald, or ask it it i«

S sbe thought. <0 he sadd it was

married him ™ |

LI he=uid it was trne, T oshonld hreak
It he care D tor nre anviea,
be would wever leave me waiting ali
tuese honrs, b oeannot and will not et
i return and find ther woman and me
i the <ane bhogae,”

And with that she stasted np from the
soatin which ~he had thone herselit and,
ru~hinyg to the door that opened into the
pa~sare, shie was ahont o descomd the
stair~, wiien she heard tie froat door

HENVY
m: heart,

Celoge and e hosband's voicee in the hiadl,
Retreating into the hedroom aeain, ala:

stotd fust within ity whilst Mrs. Granville
made a tumuituotis exit frum the ad-
Jointue apartment, and huarried lown
Lhe: staivs, Toilowed closely by Mary.
Then Broee’s voiee, in tones of auger
atred surprise, canght Lala's ears .

SEGa D What are vau doing eee

Abpperentiy there wits no fesponsae o
hi~ qu-stion, for auly the sound of con-
tUnaed sobbing reached Lok then a

“lone! Langing of the street door proeiaim-

el Mrs, Granvitle’s depaitare, sad. atter
pasinesen the Stadrs too gitestion Mary,
Brice dowly azeended to his wites apirt-
IRRIIER

Sha heard fnim enter the siting-room
and wait there a few minutes, Then he
Gipped at hier hedroom=door, and sadd, in
those sharp, nictallie tones whieli she
was atterwards to know <o well :

“ Lo, are you there? T want to speak
to you.”

She had never known before how hard
his voi e could be; the sound of it seemed
to strike a chill into her heart. She
stood towards him now, if not in the
attitude of an accuser, at least as ouo

feathers won’t keep me from suying what
1 think ; no, nor fine words either. I had

who might rightfully demand an ex-

dshonld notheable to beliove him ;!

planation from him; yet the vuice which
spoke these words pfnced her and not
him in the wrong.

Without answering, she entered the
room, and bride and bride-groom faced
oneanother ; each pale, each preoccupie,
separated by only a few hours, but by
who'e years of angry brooding on his
fmx'L. of pained revulsion of feeling on
1

ers.
. You have beena long time,” she said
tmidly.

*Yes. Bometling happenedto detain
me.”

His voice was colder and harder than
ever.

“Bruce,” said Lola suddeunly, ©* why do
you speak to me like this? Surely, if
either of us havea right to be angry and
ask for explanations, it isI. And you
see, dear, I love you go that I wait
for you to spesak first, although I could
have died with shame and humiliation
at what [ have heard!

“ [deny your right to be angry, or to
ask for any explanation from me,” he
said, ignoring her caress.

The blood rushed to Lola’s face : she
withdrew her hand from his arm.

* What!"” she said in a low voice
“ When n creature like that bursts into
my room, and dares to tell me she loves
you, and that you love her, I have no
right to ask you to explain?”

“Noune whatever, Eila Granville is
ignarant and silly.  But she has some
heart and some conscience : she does not
lie to those she loves.  She is no deceit-
ful coquette, aml is thereture a far better
woman than youn.”

Into Loela’s great blue eves. us she
watehed him, as she listened to him,
came a ook of harror and anguish which
seemed suddenly to age her.

“If you think this™ she said, alniost in
a whizper—=if you thought this, why
have you married me?  If yononly wish
to wound me, if you have no love tor me,
why have vou made me your wite 2

“And, since you do not love me, why
have you become my wite? " he asked,
staring at her with  everv line of his
Phandsome face looking as i1 it were earv-
ed in stone,

*Nince Ldo not love yon! ™ she repeat-
ed slowly, * What do you mean 2

= What does this mean? " he askeld
and laid up o the table a ring, bearing a
true-loverss-knot in diuneonds,

Lot started violent'y and grew pale
Cazain as she recoznised her engagennent-
[ ring.

b " Where dild yen get it from v she
]

faltered.
[ % From the man you had promised to!
Cmarrey @ the man yon professed to love as
svon profess to love me: the man you !
were bound to when you took e out of |
! piqne and to get yorrsellont of adittieul-
ty vour owi fally had thrown yowinte i
i Hix tone was harsh. almost hratal, e
Pwoardd not Took at her, would not =ee the
pain and fear eclouding her sweet faee.
she could not reply to his taunt-. conld
not expladn her own inconsistenrcies s a
stronger-natured or a [ess sincere woman
might have done. She eould ouly stare
at him with wide-apen, dev eveoz, while
vach word he spoke seemed to stab licr
like a knite. But to Brace her silence
wias g contirmation of his charges, and
her next question made this certainty

more certain still,
[ Have you seen Mubrey 2 7" shie asked,

“Yex: he cume to London ta feteh
vor, And if T had known yestenlay
what he told me today, i vou ennld

have <o fir foreoth i vour nature s to
te!! methe trath, we shiould have bheen
spared the faree of this morning, [ left

De Vanx inmy rooms under a0 docetor’s
care, afterdoine what T ool for him,
Yo mve done your work tiearengnly o
the shoek of hearing of your treschery

wits ~o great that | heliove he will go
il o die)

A ol broke from Loln’s s osne
nvede o movement towards the door, In

aninstant Brocees joalonay tlimed ont
avaing aud be intercepted her progress,

“De Vaux may die or oo mad.” he
~vid s chut, nowever muelr yen love him,
soltare my witeswead Tojorbid yon to go
te- b,

she tuened on hine with unexpectod
P,

S My tuther was right” she said “and
venr wile will be a miserable woman, |
;

pove  never ded to ven s b have only
Clecnsdran Teonld expiain Lo vou, of
yooowondd Disten ke o man and not

. l"".'

ke o stone, Famvery, very ;
Aabrey—her volee hrolie when = at-
teved bis nanves as Broee™s Jedions cars
Lovbut o however el he oy
sudhor oo =tuthering azmueh as he, |
arg et veing to him, thongh T o=bonld
ke tooask him to torgive me. You
conld pot treat wre Dke thi= wnless wom
fatcd me and Toeannot stay to let voun
Lreak iy heart and to be fusuited hy
Lirat womnan who you <ay is hetter thon
I T tmve been very wrong, and  dis-
aibvedient, amd foolish: and 1 am soing
Vot

o Te tears were rolling down her Srec
as = he U hlindly s the fueedie of the
door,  Far the Bizst tnee diing this in-
tervicw  Bruce cemembered something
clre heaides hiz awn wounded pride and
Jeaiot-y, and hixindignation o folcs
treatneent of his rival, e followed her
to the dooy, ad Ladd bi= hand upon her's
as she was opening it.

*Laoda,” he =ald, wently coongl this
time,

She half tirned, oping tozee his arms
stretchod cut towards ber; but che ook
in hix ¢yes spolie less of love than of
pity. A\ vague teiar cime into her mind
as she stopped short and gazed grestion-
ingly into his e,

“When von go to Oldfond again you
will Jind preat ehanges theree he said.

She slovrered baek against ihe closed
docr, His tones, siddenly soltened by
deep eon pascion, bid told Lermore than
Lo intended they shonled,

St ois bad news” she saild very low:
Coand abont my father. T ocanzen 30 in
vour faee.  And you have let me tatk of
other tings ail this time! He isill—
very il Ah, for Heaven’s sake don’t
tell me he iy dead !”

stie thrust out her lands to stop the
dre:ded words she had read in his fuce.

dritce took her hands in his and drew
them vently round his neck.  But he
was puwerleas to comfort her now, She
no longer believed in his love; and his
pitying action only confirmed the evil
tidings his cyes had told her. Breaking
away from hiny, she rashed into the nd-
joining room to weep lhier heart out over
the first great grief of her life,

T

A few hours later in the carly dusk of
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day closed in.
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