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"~ GENERAL MIDDLEION.

pID HE ORDER THE ADVANCE AT BATOCHE 3
—HOW HE BXAGGERATED THE NUMBER
OF EILLED AND WOUNDED-—HIS INSULT
o0 TRE LATE COL, WILLIANS—‘ A FOOL
OR A D——D FQoL.”

Some time after the concluslon of the
North-West oampaign, Major-General Sir
Proderick Middlet::: issued an officlal report
of the military operations of the column that
gerved uader his direct command in the field,
The report is long and it purports to be ex-
hanstive, Up to tholpruent time, however,
¢hat report has never been criciciscd, and, in
the interest of historical truzh, wo think the
timo haa zome to review that docament with
oool impartiality, This is a task that few
men acquainted with the occurrences, with

which the report deals, counld undertake,
Nearly all the men who were with General
Middieton's ccluma are atill either in the
regulsr services, in the militia, in receipt
of pensions for wounds received in
action, or dead. The few who [are
at liberty to speak, and they are very,
very few indeed, are prevented by conaidera-
tions, of one kind or another, from telling all
they know, and 8o the © official report™ iz in
danger of being received without queation, in
all its details and for all time to come. 1t is,
perhaps, & fortunate thing for Major General
Middleton that the late gallant and respected
Lieut.-Col, Williams, of the Midland Bat.
B talion, is dead, or the report in question,
aa weil as some other incidents of the
campaign, might be hruught to the notice of
the Dominion House of Commons, of which
the decensed offizgr was a member. Bat, in
jastice to kis memory and for truth's sake ;
¥ inproofofthe dunger which even Major Gener-
alscommandingranindeparting from the strict
line of oflicial exictness i{n their reports,
now-a-dnys, we submit this criticism to the
scruteny of the men who were at the front on
the now fumous day of May 12th, 1SS3, ot
Batoche. ffere it i8:—0a page b of General
Middleton's repor, he says that, *‘after the
men had had their dinpers, they were moved
down to tike up the old positions and presa
on ”
bad been three days at these ** uid positions”
and by the words *“press on,” General
Middleton imnpliea that he ordered them to
8 charge the pits and drive therebels from their
stronghold. If he does not mean this, what
does he mean by the words *‘press on?”
There is but oue interpretation to be given to
d these words, and that is, that the General
f ordered them to take up their old position
N firat and then *“‘press on.” If this is true,
bow does it happen that the ekirmish line was
not supported Ly artillery at the commence-
ment of the fight, or how does it happen that
the gunners, who remained io the corral, got
no orders good, bad, orindifferent, to support
the men who were, aa they all believed, going
il to & charge! According to the ouly intellig-
able me-ning that can be taken from these
words ¢ press on,” that day was to witness
the serious struggle for the pits, and yet
General Middleton ailowed the skirmish
line to go at the conceaied encmy
without & gun to cover their advance and
to keep down the firc of the enemy!
We cannot ask Lieut.-Col. Montezambert,
l who hed commanrd of the guny, to give us his
Reversion cf the affair, but we know, beyond
HRall cavil, that Lieut.-Col. Montezambert got
@ino orders from General Middleton to have his
guns ready, und yet the General says that he
g ccmmanded the troopa to move dowa to their
[l ‘‘ old positiona and press cn!” If General
[ Middleton did interd to take the pits and
¢ press on,” why wes Captain Howard or
¥ Lieut.-Col. Montezambert, or the mounted
@ men, rot told to yret ready to help the skirmish
lino that wasabont to make what was, that
morning, thought mighs be a serious charge
Men a well concealed ememy ? DBut that is
pot all. 4t he intendad to take Batoche, how
is it that t.c crderad the men to get 30 rounds
of ammaunition only. Oa the firet dav the
troops had an unlimited supply of cartridges,
940, 50, GO rounde, all they wanted, but on
i tic next day they were confined to 30 reunds,
« proof positive that he nover intended to
* press on,” but that ho merely zent the men
down tc while away their time, waiting for
the ** regnlare,” which, we think we
can  circumstantially prove, he sent Lord
Melgund toorder to his resoue. \Which horn
of this dilemma will General Middleton
prefer 2 On the other hand, is i not true
that the General was eating his dinper when
the advance on the pits was made?! Is
it not true that hia horsoc was not even
paddled ? Is it pot true that one of his
4,1.C.’s {Lieut. Freer) left the Geseral in
l.e corral and came down to the skirmish
ine, balf a mile away, when he heard the
plidlanders and onfterwards the Grenadiers
heer as thay advanced on, and theuw over,
he rifle pits in front of them ? Isitnnt
ruc that not one of his stafl can truthfully
ay, or hns said, that he ordered an advance
bn  Butoche that day, or can deny that it
vas only when the Midlunders apd the
‘renadiers were over tho pits, and had driven
he enemy to the houses, that Major-
ieneral Middiston appeared on the scene at
nll 2 Batoche wns u small affuir, It was
small even for n skirmish, but that morning,
when the skirmish line of about 250 men
ndvanced on those rifle pits, the enemy in
hich for three doys baflled Major-General
Middleton and 000 men of all arms, the Mid.
l2nders and (renadiers had reason to believe
Rhat the risk might be a desporate one, and
whatever credit is dee to the oflicers who
feade that adtvance, let us pgive it to thoss
who deserve it—Lieut.-Col. Van Strau-
benzio, who pushed on the brigade, ond
the gallant Willlams who pushed on the Mid-
Banders, These are the two men who first led
he advance, and these two were o short time
afterwards assisted by Col, Grassett, of the
renadiers,  So far s we conld eee, or 3o far
pz wo counld learn, Genoral Middleton had
‘Jrothing to do with it, and the *‘ press on”
was on after consideration written in order to
eprive those entitled to the credit their share
of whatever honor was going. We doubt if
heir was & man present at that affair who
Jvill deny the truth of this statement, or if
there ia such & men we want to hear
irom him, and if he oan throw any light on
hnt event, which will be favorable to General
Middleton, the columns of Tug Posrare open
o his reply, And we wish to emphasize this
potnt in the Major-General's report, because
! wag principally owing to his supposed
tuneotion with the attack on the pits that
day that he received his K. O, M, G, nad was
voted $20,000 by the Parliament of Canada.
_But, let us continue, After describing the
flight of the few rabels, who were in the pits,
hud the ¢ route” of the enemy, the general in
L8 roport says: “ As it was getting dark,
Bid my men were tived out, I did not attempt
0 persue.” YWell, to this statement we would
ik the question~What was the matter with
Bhe mounted men? Why were Boullon’s
poouts, and French’s scouts, and the latelli-
eaco Corpa notout cutting off the retreatalong
he trail leading over the prairle to Gardiboy'a
roesing ? - That soma of tho rebelarxetreated
o that direotion wo know, forone of them
38 found dend two miles, or therembouts,
grom Batoshe, two days afterwards, when the
vlumn wos again en route, Batno prepara-
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Now we musat remember that the men

the retreat of the ensmy. Tho mounted men
were sllowed 10 leave the corral,and wander
down, as spectators, to ths rear of the
skirmish line, and it was thus thas that
fnallmt Irishmnan, Captain French, came to be
the affair at all. 1f General Middleton had
intended ta tako Batoche, he should have
ordered hin gunners cut to suppart the at-
tack, and he shonid have ordered hia maunt-
ed men to be in their saddles either to cut off
the retreat, if he succeeded, or if the nature of
the ground did not warrant such aa operation,
they should have been used to mako n
demonatration on the right that would
have pievented apy of the enemy trom re-
treatiog along the trail which leads acras
the prairie. Iustead of that the mounted
men left their horses in tho corral, wandered
down to gee tho show, and, so far as the
General was coccerned, tho affair wasa go-as-
you-please for them and all concerned.

And, still following the official report, we
find in the next rngrnph these words: —
“ We found 21 of the rebels decad on the
ground in the vicinity of the houses, and two
dead men on the river bank below the ceme-
tery.” Who were ““wo™? Will General
Middleton tell us that he ' comat-
ed,” or authoritively hsard, that there were
23 of the rebel dead found on the gronnd. If
he does, he is the firet man whom we heard
say he ‘! found " so many. Bat in order to
add importance to the event General Middle-
ton not anly discovered soms *“we” who
* found 21 of the rebels dead on the ground
in the vicinity of the houses and two dead men
on ths river bank below the cemetery,” but he
quotes **a Catholio priest™ as ** reporting”’
the following morning that the loss of the
rebels in the four days was—* lst day, 4
killed and 5 wounded., 2nd day. 2 wounded,
3cd day, 3 wonnded, 4th day 47 killed, and
163 wounded.” Up to the present we do not
think that we have exceeded the bounds of
legitimate criticism, but when we ses a state-
ment like this we feel inclined to allow our
pen to have play. Let un see, the figures, al-
leged to have been given by a “Catholic
pricst,” wre, “‘total 5l Killed, and 17!
wounded.” That is a whopper! Or if not
perhaps Geperal Middleton will be good
encugh to tell us the name of the * Catholic
priest” who *reported " so serions a loss to
the eaumy at Butache and we will write 1o
him at once and ask him what ho knows
shoui it. This alleged *“ report " was certain-
iy not made hy the Catholic prieat who hud
charge of tho niission at the Batoche, und
who remisined in his home, between the two
fires, durlng the four daya fighting, for in his
published diary he made particular mention of
the immense amouut of ammunition wasted
and the very sma!l aumbere of casualties on
either side! Who then was it? Or war it
¢ Catholic priest’ at all? TWas it not the
magnified delusion of some one who, like the
General himself, wished to exaggerate the
importance of the aflsir and mako tens out of
units and units cut of nothing atall? The
higheat figures we ever heard given msthe
number killed tho last day at Batoche were
18, snd as for wounded, #o man trho was
present ever saw halfa dozen.  In fect, all
the wounded men that were found in the
Halfbreed camp at Batoche were two, One
of these was found in a tent and he was
dying, the other was sitting io a Red River
cart and holding a child in his arms. But
51 killed and 173 wounded” for the ** four
days,” and *‘47 killed and 163 wonad:d 1
for tho last day is gross exaggeration. We
do not believe that there were *‘47” und
163" Hoalfbreeds and Iudians, all told, in
the pits at Batoche on the last duy of the
fighting. General Middleton further on in
his rcport saya there were ‘‘at least
600 of them, many of whom were
armed with long rabge rifles,” present
during tho lest day's skirmish. Ho goos
from bad to worse. Numbers come to himwith
nuianerica! case. To pils up the dead znd
exaggerata the number of the living enenny
would boe to increase his own importance.
Notw, there reas not a man at Daloche who can
truthjully sey that he smwo twenty living
half-breeds or Indians during the last day's
fighting. Ve were there and we uniy eaw
six or scven, one or two of whom were a
mile off, on the other side of the river, and
the coat tails ¢f tho remainder wercall we
could sce as they were ruaning through the
blufla, We have put this guestion to scores
of men who were present, snd in every case
the answor was the ssme, *‘I did notseca
soul,” or **I saw two,” or * I saw four,” nndt
only in onec case did we ever heer a man aay
that bho saw meore than a dozen, And
yet thero were, wccording to the
¢¢ Catholic pricst,” no lees than ' 47
killed and 163 wounded " 'This is a fiction.
Itjaidle to call it by any other name. Wa
deny that any ‘¢ Catholic priest” ever naid
anything of the kind. ¢ Catholic priests,”
like all other clergymen, are not habitnal
liars, snd no *f priest” or no ‘‘ parzon” ever
aaid that there wera 47 killed and 163
wounded” on the fourth day of fighting ot
Batoche on May 12th, 1885, Now, sll we
bave said to-day has reterence to facts within
our own knowledge. TWe aro not circulating
‘“ hearsays' or *‘rumors,” but we arestating
facts with which every man who was at
Batocho that day is acquainted. And if
Major-General Middleton’s official report
contains 8o many doubtful statements,
or wilful and mischievous cxagger~
ation of tho occurrences of one day—
how many cquaily doubtful atatements and
how mnny other mischievous exaggerations is
it likely to contuin through sll iis pages?
One thing we kuow for certnin, that at the
front every officer under his command was
cither “n fool” or o *‘d——d fool,” just
like ““our troops in Flauders.” The very
men whom he mentions in his despatches
as having distiogoished themselves he
inanjted eve doy in  the week.
Hae fnsalted Col, Willisms in presenco of the
writer of this articlo, and wo krow too well
that it that gallant gentleman had lived that
Major-General Sir Frederick Middleton would
have to walk the plank or the Canadiau
people wou!ld at least know the reason
why. Buat we have said emough for one
day. Some other time we shall tell some-
thing more and help to still further
enable the Canadian public to better under—
stand the class of man the Parliament of
Canada voted §£20,000 to, und the British
Government made a K,C.M.G., and granted
s pension of $500 a year. No soldier ever
earned his fitles and his money easier, or
degerved them less,

Jtlonn of any kind were made for cutting off

OBSEQUIES.

The funcral of the late Mr. Patrick Sharkey
took place this mornin% and was largely
attended. The cortege left the deceased’s
late’ residenco, 1340 Notre Dame street,
shortly after 7.30 o'clock, and wended ita
way to St. Patrick’s Church, where a solemn
requiem Mass was chaated, Kev. Father
Quinlivan cclebrant, after whioh the proces.
slon reformed and proceeded to the Cote des
Neiges cemetery, The chief mourners were
Mr. Mishaol Sharkey, son of the deceased,
and severnl nephews, Tho deceased was a
pative of  the County Roscommon, Iveland,
and was greatly .respected by all who knew
him. ‘Ihe family. have the sympathy of &
large cirole of friends. o et

FREEMAN'S WORM POWDERS re-
quire no Purgative. They are safe
and sure to removeall varieties of
‘Worms '

THE RIEL AGITATION.

SENATOR BELLEROBE EXPLAINS ITS FULL
SIGNIPICANCE AND RAINON D'ETRE,

T'o the Editor of Tux Posr:

Sir,—The Montresl Daily Star having
refused to publish the following letter, which
ia an answer to an attack made by that
newspaper agaipst French Cunadians, I beg
of you the favor to insert the same in your
first isaune, and by so doing show ts the public

tho great independence of that jonrnal and |

ita sprrit of fairess,
Jos, H. Brrrrose.
St. Viancent do Paul, Feb, 24,

To the Editor of the Montreal Daily Star :

S1R,—1 much regret to find in your iesne
of the 13th inst., amongat many other incor-
rect statoments, the following :—

.. .. The movemeat that waas to hava awept
Sir John from power for the crime of not
remembering that Louis Riel was of French-
Csnadian race....

A statement which is well calculated to atir
up feelings of races. 1 was surprised to uee
you following such o courze, when you could
pot ignore the divers reasons given over and
over again, in support of the views held by
those who bave aud are still charging the
government with the murder of Riel, and
when you Lknow thatthe question of nation
ality bad nothing to do in the present case.
Among the many newapapers who have pub-
lished these reasons Tne Post (Montreal) of
the 20th January ultimo kas done so. These
reasons are :

1st. —That uccording to moral laws, any
party who may he the cause of why a crime
is committed is himselt a criminal, and con-
sefquently that the r-vernment of the day,
having by their bua wdminintration of the
Norithwest territories during the paat eight
years provoked the people of that country by
starving them and otherwise, they aro re-
spoasibilc for the rebellion, and as u logical
consequence of sach a responsibility, having,
ay they have, the power to do 83, they were
bound to use all possible clemeacy tuwards
Rtiel and his peopie.

20d.-—Thrt the jury, though composed cf
men adverse to Riel and his people, having
declared upon theiwr oath that Riel deserved
mercy, the governmeat, rezponsible as they
are for the rise of this quiet people, were in
duty bound to grant such merey.

3¢d,—That considering the whole evidence
as it now stande before the public, the least
that can Le inferred is that there is n strocg
doubt as to Riel’s mental capacily, and it be-
ing a general rule and a well known principle
that the accused party has a right to have
the benefit ot any doudt which may cxist, he
cauld not be put to death,

4th.—That the government during laat =es-
sion und during the troubles, having refused
to alter the oid laws of the North-West
Territories, and make them somewhat uni-
form with the laws of the provinzes, have
shown & determination ¢o deal unjustly with
those pecple.

6th.—That the memorandum ot the late
minister of justice, Sir A. Campbel), is such
that any honest man, after having read it
over and compared every part of it with the
facts as they really are, cannot help coming
to the conclasion that the goverament had
no good reasons to act as they did, That
Riel was sacrificed to a cry of hatred and of
vengeance, and conscuently that the govern-
ment is responnible for the death of tho half-
breed chicf and of all the other victims of the
troubles of lust year.

Such are zome of the causes of the agitation
which has spread not ouly in the province of
Quebee, but slso throughout the Amzrican
continent, and even across the Atlantic. No
doubt theee and avy otber reasons which may
have been giren ure open to discussion. To
discussing them I can have no objection. But
for a journu! who aeems to put a pride in its
independence und in its dealing fairly with
public matters generally, 1 fuil t2 understand
how it can vepture to convey to its readers
statements or gssertioas which facts Jo not
bear ont.

The present agitation ic mothing bLut a
movement in favor of justice and humanity.
Whether the victim is an Koglishman, a
Scotchinan, an Irithinag or w French Cunadian
will aurely not chinge the issue, \Why then
should you indulge 1n such a work aa that of
stirring up such feclings of races, ls the
cause youn are ad+ncating euck a bad one in
your own estimation, that you believe yon
cot:ld not defend it if you should use proper
means.

I an a constant reader of your jourpal. 1
wss induced some ycars ago to do so on
account of its indep:ndence. I would bs
very sorry, indeed, if it should turn out that
I was mistaken,

Jos. H. BELLEROSE,

St. Vincent de Paul, Feb, 5.

READ THIS,

For COUGHS and COLDS thore is nothing
equa! to DR, HARVEY'S SOUTHERN RED
PINE. Every bottle of it ie warranted and
can, therefore, be returned if not found entis-
factory.

AN ORDINATION SERVICE.

Last week o grand and impressive cere,
wrony was hald at the chapel of the Providence
Convent, 85t. Catherine street, the occasion
baing the ordination of two priests. The sor-
vice commenced at & o’clock, ana was celebrated
by His Lordship Bishop I'abre. The chapel
was crowded with priests from the Seminary
and different parishes of the city, a3 well as the
wany friends of the ecclesiastics. Amoeng the
many clergymen present were the Rev, Fathers
Troie, Filiatrault, Morean, ¥Frechette, Therisn,
Chaput, chaplain of the convent, Reid,
Dageaais, Dupuis. Morin, Doncet, Meunier,
S. Laporte, C. Laporte, O. M. 5. Bouin,
Decells, Guertin, Dion, Lavalléde, Saillout,
Donnelly, of the Bishop's P’alace, Kelly, L. S,
Carabon, L, E, Casabon, Forest, and many
others. The two young ecclesinstics who were
ordained priests were Messrs, Denis Casabon
and N. Hazue, from the Grand Seminary. The
former will take the position of curate in one ot
the parish churchea of St. Hyaciathe.

An ordination took place at St. Michaol's 2ol. |

lege, Toronto, Sunday moraning, Rev. Thomas
Lucey being raised to the priesthood by Asch-
bithop Lynch. Father Lucey comes from
Holyoke, Mass., and received his theological
training at the seminary, Moutreal, nnd St.
Michael's college.

o

“COERCION CHILDERS.”
THE LONDON SOCIALISTS,

Loxpox, Feb, 27.—Hyndmanno, Williams,
Burns axd Champion, the Nocialist leaders,
were again brought before Sir John Ingram, at
Bow street police court, to-day. Hyndmann
complained of the conree of the magistrate and
Mr,” Childers, the home secretary, detlaring
that they were prejudiced against the defend-
ants, and exhibited that prejudice. He dubbed
Mr. Ohilders * Qoercion Childers,” Colonel
Henderson, who was at the head of the police at
the time of the riots, testified that he saw no
signs atthe meeting of a premeditated attack
on proparty. T .

DR LOW'S WORM SYRUP hss re-
movad.tape worm from 16 to 30 feet

in length. Italso destrry® all kinds.

of worm. .

The latest fashionable amusement for young
women ig painting harlequin chaira,

PARLIAMENT OF CANADA

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Otraws, Fel. 26,
TNER ADDRESS TO THE CROWN,

Mr, Everett (St John city) in moving the ad-
dress, referred to the generally prosperous con-
dition of the country, and attnbuted any
failures, nct to the N.P., but to the fact that iu
many cases manufactories had been started
without sutlicient capital. Having referred in
complimentary terms to the serviees of the
niilitia in the North-West, he said that
the repelhon would have the effect of
raising our natioual sentiment. With rogard
to the fisheries, he maid that since the
closing of United States ports against them
they had commecacel to learu that the peopls
of Western Canada were fish-eating people, and
he felt that the time was coming when our peo-
ple would be uawillive to return to the state of
affairs which existed up to a year or two ago.
He did not believe, either, that tho people of
the United States had sufficient fish in their own
waters to supply their own demands were they
debarred from ertering our harbors,

Mr. Ward (Durham) scconded the address,
traversing its terms in somewhat similar

1

Mr, §lde complained of the late meating of
the House, and criticised the reference in the
speech to the possible necesrity for increasing
the marine police in the event of the failure ol
the fishery negotiations with the United States,
and comparea this announcement with the

ledge he understood to have been given by the
sovernment last year that a satisfac-
tory arrangement would be made with
to this question. He denied the truth of
the clause in the which speech stated that the
country was in a prosperous condition, and ex-
'pme(i the belief that the existing commercial
depreasion was large'y brought about by the
operation of the fiscal policy of the Govern-
ment. With referenca to Nurth-\West develop-
ment, he regretted that various railway lines
constructed in the Narth-Wext had been allowed
to create enorinous capital sccounts, far in ex-
cess of their value or of the cost of construc-
tion, and upon which the psople would have
tn pay taxes and tolls in future, and he hoped
that the serious attention of the Government
would Le directed to this, in respect to those
roads to which charters may be granted in
the future, The prop-aal to grant representa-
tion to the North-West Territories was oply in
accrrdance with the policy the Opposition had
fur yeara advocnted.  With reference to the pro.
position in the speech to vand a foree to main-.
tain order he did not, st the present moment,
wish to express anopinion, It was for the Gov.
ernment, wha were kupposed tn be possessed of
the best information on the subject, to
prespnt to the howie st the proper time
such information ns was at their duposal
and as the pnblic interest would penmit,
Havin, repewed the Indian  question,
Mr, %lake referred to the  punishments
the 7 government had found necersary to
inflict to restore order in that countrv. He
blieved the circumatances justified, if they did
not demand, such information, but he believed
alao that a fair opportunity ought to be given to
the admimatration te produce the necessary
papers. It had been rumored that some of the
supporters of tho government, who differed
from themm on a single question, proposed to
challenge the judgeroent of the houss by an
amendwent on the address, Aas an humbla
member uf the house, interested in the regulnr
course of its procredings, he wonld deprecate
sny such step. e believed the proper course
would bo to give the ndministration an eppor.
tunity to produce information, after which the
question could ba intelligently discussed. In
couclusion, Mr. Blake aaid the ministry was
unworthy of confidency, thongh there was only
one appeal to the country and he hoped a gene-
rai election would coine soon.

Sir John Macdoanld replied, and said he did
not think the leader <f the Opposition way
#0 anxious for a general election as he pretended
to be. Having proceeded to justify lus recent
epeeches in Englind, the Prima Mintster paid
a compliment tv the Fremeh Canadians, and
smd that articles hud been published in Ene-
land, emanating from the New York presy, in
which it was att-mpted to raise in the minds
of the Knglish people, a feeling of distrust
regarding the people of Canada, and when
he gut to Frgland he was asked was it
trus  that the French Canadinns  were
going, and that no dependence zould be plnced
in them, He had deaied this statement, and
he had hix furty years' experience in Canada to
back him when he said that. There was no
portion of Her Majesty’s subjects, no matter
what their Janzuage or what their origin, more
loyal to tha Empire or to the Crown of king-
land than the French Cavadiana,  This was his
language, and he would ask his French Cana-
dian iriends—those who opposed as well as
those who supported the Government—if they
were not the senliments of the French
Canadian _people of Canada. He complained
that the leader of the Opposition during his
visit to England had said nothing in favor of
Canada. Yet American land sgents published
his apeeshes in pamphlet form.  Touching npon
the fishery question, the Prime Minister said
the Opposttion censured the Government fornot
having, two years ago, opened negotiations for o
renewal of reciprocal relations, DBut there was
» depth of degradation involved in that pro.
position, which would have met with an indif
ferent refusal from the United States Govern-
ment, Lut he had glowiog hopes that unless
frustrated by unwise and factious expressions of
hon. gentlemen oppesite and their friends,
the Morrisor bill would in many impor-
tant particulars provide for a free in.
terchange between the two  countries,
The right hon. gentlemsn concluded by a refer
encs to the Indian question and deprecated the
bitter tone of the leader of the Opporition.

After afew words from Sir R. Cartwright,
who condemned the appointment of the Minister
of Justice, Mr. White, Mr. Davis and Mr.
Mitchell, the nddress was carried and ordered
to be engrossed and presented to the Governor
General by memberr of the Privy Council.

The House adjourned at 10.45 p.m.

Otrawa, March 1.

Mr. Robertaon (Huamilton) introduced a
bill to amend the law of evidence in criminal
caaes, 80 a8 to allow prrties, who have objec-
tions to taking the ordinary oath, to give
their evidence on atfirmation, srxd Mr. Mulock
one further to amend the Consolidated Act,
1879,

Replying to Sir R. Cartwright, Mr. Me-
Lelan said that, without deducting the
asgets of the Dominion, amounting to $72,-
791,837, the grosa debt at dute ia §261,314,-
532. Of this amount $14,862,869 is
represented by temporary loans from banks or
other parties in Canads or elsewhere.

In answer to Mr. Coursol Sir Jobn Mao-
doneld said in consequence of certain repra-
sentations the Government caunsed an enquiry
to be made by two medical practitioners as to
the nccountability of Louis Riel since hia
conviction, and also procured a rep-rt from
the visiting surgeon of the prison ~a this
subject. These reports will be laid before
the House at once, if moved for. -

Mr, Coursol moved that the reportereterred
to be brought down.

THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS,

‘'he reports of the Department of Marine,
Inland Revenune, Department of Justice,
Trade and Navigation Retarna and Auditor
General’s report were brought down.

In answer to Mr. Cameron (Huron), Mr.
Chapleau said ouly the evidence had been
published in the Riel blue book, but if it was
desired the argument conld be printed.

The house adjourned at 4,20,

;. IN FAVOR OF HOME RULE,

.Lovpox, Feb. 27.—The Cork corporation,
by a vote of 3L to 10, has adopted aresolution
favoring an Irish parliament in Dublin, and
declaring that the concession would not in-

volve separation of Ireland from Great Bri.
tain, !

JAMES O'KELLY'S LETTER.

——pa—e.

A Chapter of Parliamentary History

——ei—tmn

Dolngs In Westminster—The Business and
Debates of the Week Described by an
Trish M.P.

Hotse or Cousions Librany, 1
WesTaiNSTER, March 1, 1886, §

Parlisment opened its proceedings last week
rather radly. Some absurdly honest members
thought hat, as the conquest of Burmal was
undertaken for the bepetit of British_trade, the
British taxpayer shonld pay forit. The House
refused tuv accept such” o Quixotic view
aod solemnly voled that the Indian people
should pay. A new member, Mr. L. M'lver, a
retired Indian civil servant, had the bad taste
to allege that the Indian people wers very poor,
and to recall the unpleasant fact that tive mil-
lions died of starvation while Lord Bacoustield
was spending thousanda in organiziag fites in
hopor of the newly invented Empress-Queen,
The House consoled itself with the reflection
that the Indians must dieanyhow. Betterthey
should die payiog to support the DBritish Em.
pire.

LORD RANDOLPH CHURCHILL,

The debate lacked fire awing to the absencocf
the late Secretary for India, Lord Randolph
was absent in lreland preparing the Orange
army to cross the Boyne ns soon as home rule
was granted. On \Vedpexday His Lordship re-
turned from the Ulster expedition looking
washed out, more like a eeasick girl than
military hero, Urange whiskey evidently did
not with his frail Lordship. He tried
to sﬁ'p into his seat unobserved, but
the Parpellites, who refues to take Lord
Randolph seriously, greeted him with ironi-
cal cheers. The demonatration was received by
the Houss with discreet lauzhter, Lord Ran-
dolph put on a bold face, emiled at hie coemies
in rather a sickly way and devoted himselt
vigorously tu tramirg his mustachex, which
grow with an equal curl at eitherend. Wrapped
in silence, he sat out the day’s proceedings, pon-
dering gravely, oo doubt, whether «r not some
Irish members would unkiondly publish certain
lettars and wemoranda on home rale, written in
a handwriting which common people ight as-
sume to be Lord Randolph'’s,

TUE ORANGE [ARTY

The prucecdings of the House are constantly
enlivened by an uncivil wae, waged between
tha Orange lrish aud the Uaracllites, The
Oringe group are a lively set. They enter the
arena like young colts, plunging and kickmg
all around. They frequeatly comw to grief at
question time, They have organzed w daily
liteny of ocutrages, with responses, evidently
madelled on  church  procedure.  Major
Saunderson gets up and arks about the waes of
a boycotted widow, ar told in a lotter written to
an Orange paper, Mr. Johuston, of Ballykil-
beg, asky the House in his most evlemn tones to
pity the coudition of the poor lIrish farmer,
burniog with adesire to pay rack rents to his

ood and  virtuous landlord, only the villainous
faeamo won't allow him,

A WORDY WADR,

The Iouee jistens attentively, looks grave
fur o wigute ur two, finally seos the joke, and
Ballykilbeg sits down amd irouical laughter,
wondeting, poor wan, what has so tickled the
hvaurable members. Thon Colonel Waring—the
Orange \eaders affeet the mihtin—comus to the
reecue with a notice of sume offesrive disorderly
gquestion. The Parnellites cap these yuestions
with others still nore offensive, and thea Mr,
Sexton or Mr. (0'Connor appeals to the Chuarr
if Urnage questions are not disorderly und in-
admiesable, In ruch cases the Speaker rises
and cengures the overardent patrict from
Ulster amid the chvers and jiben of the Parnell-
ites aad Radicals. Bowled uver on the unac-
customed poirts of order, the Grangemen grad-
ually subside, but the next day up they come
sutiling and the conflict i3 revewed, The new
men are gradually getting to know the rules of
debate, thereby brecoming more formidable, nod
a wordy war between Orangemen and Parpell-
ites 12 corried on,

GOON TEMPER,

Good temper 13 displayed, both sides taking
hard knocks phiwosophically and enjoying a
goud hit, whoever makes it. Nothing like the
intense bitternees of the strupgle between the
English Likeraly and Parnellites during the
Forater réytae has yet appeared, 1n epite of the
wild talk sbout lining hedges with riflenien and
repeating the glories of the Boyoe. Since the
Orange party appeared iu the Housa English
opinion has visibly inclined toward the Puarpell-
ites. The narrow Ligotry and pwlitical inteler-
ance of Orangeisin !fms aroueed a feeling of
aversion among ¥nglishraen of all parties, They
begia to understand how intolerably lifo must
bein a country where such menhave absolute
control over the machinery of government.

A STRANGE FPRATERNIZATION,

The week’s Irish business closed with an ex
traordinary scenc of fraternization between the
Ornngs group aud the Parnellites, Mr.
O'Brien, editor ot the Uniled Irdand, rude o
motion 1n favorof the purchasers of glebe lands
getting the advantages sllowed other tenant
purchusers under the recont land legislation,
Colonel Waring seiz2d  the opportunity,
which he said might nener recur again,
of acting with the Pernellites on this occusion
only. Mr. Dilluy was followed by Lord Eraist
Hawmilton in a clever muiden speech, in which
hw referred 1 a very friendly way to hix nation-
alist countrymen, Wonderful to relate, the
Secretary oi the Treasury rose Lo cuwplete
this marvetlous exhibition of harmony by agree-
ing on behalf of the Tressury that the desired
reforms should be granted by Parliament.

UNLUCKY MR, CHILDEDRS,

The purely Euglish husiness has developed
littlo interest or excitement, notwithstanding
the efforts made to turn tho recent riots to poli-
tical account. Poor, good-natured Mr, Childers
peemsy born under an unlucky star. e wrecked
the Inst Jovernment on his whisky. budget and
ix searcely twenty-four hours 1 otfice when his
department comes within an ace of destroying
Mr. Gladstone's new governmont. However,
the attack on Mr, Childers was manifestly un
fair and it came to nothing.

CONVENIENTLY DEAI.

The Conservativ: s discovered another mare’s
nest in the hissing ot the Queen at a banquet to
the workingmen mombers of Parliament. This
attack was directeG against the Atiorney Geng
eral, Mr. Charles Ruasell, for not protesting
against the insult offered to the Queen. AMlr.
Russell, however, was conveniently deaf and did
not hear the hissing. Lord Hobhousa, who acled
as chairman, was equally deaf, so the Ilouss wa
asked to snnounce that the hissing was only
partial and did not amount to a demoenstration
requiring signal reproof on the part of Her
Majesty's Attorney-General, There area good
mauy ilngliah mombers willing to hiss s king
or queen, but they do vot think the time has
come to show their hands. Royally 13 slowly
but surely Josing ground in ¥ngland. The
Prince of Wales thinke it will last hia time, but
His Royal Highness may be mistaken.

Jaues O'KerLy, M. P,

ADVKRSE REFORT ON THE PANAMA
CANAL.

Panis, Feb. 27.—~M. Ronsseau, delegnte ap-
pointed by the government to inspect work on
the Panama canal and to report a3 to the feasi-
bility of tho construction, telographs that he is

| on his return homeward, 1n company with the

chief ongineer. It ia reported .he apprised the
Government tha! it wns useless for him to await
the araval of the Count Delesseps, and that
‘the French delegates are not in accord with the
views of Charles DeLesseps on the questions of
cost.and time in whish it is possible to construct
the canal. The report of AL. Roussean, and
also that of M. Jacquet, are satd to be adverso,
and that the Governmont has decided to refuso

authorize the cmission of lottery obligations in
connection with the canal ronstrnction.

THE OFFICIAL RETURKS.
THE UNPRECEDENTED MAJORITY OF THR

MAYOR—THE WARD CONTESTH.

The following ara the official resurns of the

elections yeatorday :—
AMAVORALTY.

Ward. Beaugrand. Deonyy.
St. Antoine............ 1,918 453
St. Ann's.......000..0 6GTL 475
St. Lawrente .......... 666 12
Woest......... Ceanieane 359 13
Centre.......... ieene 193 52

Y] V-3 SN . 130 93
St. Louis............. . 487 MU
St James . ....e.... ... . am 56
St. Mary’a ..ooovnvnnnn 229 5
Hochelaga ........ . .. 41 i

5,098 3,141
Majority for Beaugrand........... 1,89

The following arc the returns of the Alder
maugic elections :—
CENTRE WARD,

Hamelin ............ cereennens veeiae 258
Perrault .. ... ¢ hetaesaass ceee M3
Majority for Hamelia....... AR | 4
WEST WARD,
White ........ ..iiiienen ciers .o 425
Stromd . ......... ... ..., veo . 304
Majority for White............. . n
ST, ANN'S WARD,
Mcshane.............ciiiiiiiiinans 14
Kepnedy........ ... ............ .. 53
Msjority for McShane............ 208
ST, MARY'S WARL,
Martineau.. ....., ........oL.L . 518
Roy.... oociiiiiiiiiiir i 418
Granger.... ... .ccciiiiieii i e . U8
Mujority for Martineswu....,.. .. .- ’ %
NT. JEAN BEALTISTE W ARD.
Lamontegne. .. ... ... . ...,..... 537
Grenjer................... . 45
Majority for Laumontagne. . ®

BRITISI PULITICON 1IN PARLIA-
HEXT,

0N BEATON'S
CHURCMTLL—BP

A FIELD DAY ENDUCTED
MOTION TO CRNSURE
POSEI TO HOME RULE,

Loxnon, March 2.—As a restilt of the recomt
Conservative meeting at the Carleton Clob, S
Michaet Micks-Beach in tha House of Commets
lnst pight pressed Gladstone ta wllow the dise
cugsion of Sexton’s mation aganst Lord Ram-
dolph Clurchill te take ptace on ‘Puesday nig:.ﬁ
Gladstone rplied that the courss rupges
would b most unfair; that the House should
first consider maotions that lave prececenca
over Sexton’s, Gladstons was nnt inclined to
yield. A strong whip hay een cued urging
Congervative members to bo present to-night in
event of dwcussion of the motivn, which Tery
leaders hope will attain tho importance of de-
bate on the Governmment's Trish policy.
Par.cllites doubt whether the motion will be
reached to-might. In case it ix reached it in
thought that it will be postponed indetinitely,

e Heary Janmes{Liberal), fosmerly Attoroey
General, speaking at Lancashire lust night, seaid
the cxeation of the frish Yarliamant would ealt
into existence & power, the fear of whose hostil-

iy Yogland would ever resint.  Neither be
nor ol Hartington intended (o form o
new  party, but  would lovally  support

Gladstone's general policy.  ** Mr, Gladstone”
added Sir tenry, pencrausly ofered e the
Lord Chancetlorship, and aftieward an im-
portant otlice m the Houso of Commons, 1 was
compelled o dec'ine both these offers in the
absence of pledges which the Gevernment was
unable to give,

The Welsh members of the Liharal party
have united in intimating to Gludstons that i€
will be impossibie for them to support any pro-
posal tending to the establishment of a separate
parlinment in Ireland,

MADRID EXCITED.
EPTRAORDINARY  LUMORY  CoNCOrpNINg THE
QUELN RESENT'S CONDITION —1'OSSIBILITY
OF A POSTHUMOUS MALY HESR To THE
THRONDE —AN 'S AUSTRIAN (.'USSI’HEAGY."

Mauvnin, Aarch §. —There ix o groat deal of
excitement here over the conflicing reports of
the condition ot Queen Christina,  Last week
1t was rumared that the Quesn [legont had had
a prematiie childbirth,  To.dny it i positively
wsertedd by the HKegent's adberents thag
no such mishap has ocenrred, that sho still ex.
pects to bs aceouched next woenth, and tl
thera {8 a8 goud o chance as wver that she wilg
peesent to Spain a posthiinouy mals bere ta tha
throno, which event will do avay with many of
the complications surrounding the gquestion of
the succession, Thesa latter stnlements are
strengthened by the fact that, althpugh rleven
days have elapsed sinca the Hegent’s alleged
Jausse couche, no preparations are weking for
tha coronation of Princess Mearcedes s (Jueen of
Spain, If (Queen Christina had lind a feuise
couche, it is probable, in the present critiesl
stnto of Npanish politics, that Metcedes would
e eroveaed with all poasible spead.

AN ‘" AUSTRIAN CONSTIBACY.”

There 15 % wild ramor in Republican viccles
to the effect that the (Jueen Hegent did havo &
fuusse caucke on the 15th inst., but that thie
fact i denied 1@ pursuance of what is callod an
Y Austrian conspiracy” to produce a false heir
to the throne next month with the claim thathe
waas born to Queen Christinag and is the son of
the late Kiug. This appears to bo a most a
slander, Lut its authors spepk of the grest
mystery now surronnding all the ocenrremces
in the palace, the Regent’s retusal to see the
Spunwsh physicians attached to the royal house-
hold and her sole reliance upon Dr. Riedel, o
physician whom she brought from the Awstnan
Court,

CHEISTINA'Y PRECALIOUS CONDITION.

They say that ()ueen Christinn well knows the
Spanish people will not tolerate the long
Regeney that must elapse hefore Mercedes, whe
js nul yel six years old, becomea of age, eape-
cially ns tho Regency would only be followed by
the roign of & woman, and that the
saeing thay her tenureis so l;lrecariom.n in=
clined tn adopt any expedient, however derper-
ata to streugthen her position,

F——————
ST. JOHNS ELECTION.

Sr. Jonxs, Quo., Feb, 27,—~The municipal
elections were held here on Thuraday
Friday. Thero was a lively contest, throe can~
didatos for the mayoraliy being in the
Messrs. Duncan McDonald, W, Brossean
John Black. Mr. Brosseau resigned sfter the
first doy, and at theclose of the poll Mr. Me-
Dorald was declared elected by a majority of 28
votes. Brief addreuses were made by both can~
didatas, after which there was an imposine
demonstration in favor of the mayor elect,

- S

Alongside the main Mersey tunnel o umalier
one, seven feet in diameter, is cariled. . Thia
existe 3olely for the snke of veniilatigths .
larger ome, and oub of it the air ia aucked by - -
exham:> fons with such force that i issadd
the wbolu body of tho. atmosphere iy chauged . .

every seven minutes. |, .

. < Sl

It is caloulated that the disestablishment”
of the Church of England wonid set free. .
funds equal to §917,500,000, of, which, after
the payment of all claims by the clergy fex
compensation ound similar demands, there

would remain a net gain of $500,000,000, .




