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BOOK NOTICE.

BisLE TEACHINGs IN NATURE, by the Rev. HucH Mac-
MILLAN, LL.D.,’F. R, S, E. (Londen: Macmillan
& Go.) " A book for the Parish Library.

1. Pleiades and Orion—Job xxxviil. 31. If
we oxamine the text in the origimal, we find that
the Chaldaicword translated in our version Pleindes
is Chimal—a hinge-pivot or axle ... now strange
to say, the group of stars thus characterized has
recently been ascertained, by a serios of independ-
out caleulations—in utter ignoraneco of the mean-
ing of the text—to bo actually the hinge or axle
round which the sclar system revolves. . . What
a lofty significance does tho question of the Al-
mighty reccive from this inferpretatjon? “Canst
thou bind the sweet influences of tho Pleindes 1"

9. Jee-ingrsels—Pralip exlvii. 17.  The foreo of
gravitation and the action of the aun caused ‘the
glaciers continually {o crack aud strain over their
rocky beds; and huge pimnacles of ice that secmed
motionless and steadfast ne the peaks overbead
werp, in'a single instant, hurled headlong with a
noise like thunder down a stesp abyss, or into a
wido crevasse, and ground to atoms in the fall.
Tach sight and sound proclaimed the incesmunt
tendency of materinl forces towards the equilibrium
which is yet unattainable. . . . Never hefore did
I hoar the voice of tho Xternal, in the sounds of
earth, 5o unmistakeable, so impressive, as in ihe
uttorances of . these glaciors. Ncver befere did I
renlize the weight of meaning in these sppayently
simple words of the Penlmict, “He scattereth His
Iloarfrost liko ashes. He casteth forth His ice like
morsels.”

3. Grass—8. Tuke xii. 28, The Creator has
repealed tho same pattern more frequently in the
grass tribe than in any other owder of vegetution,
as if in admiration of its gince and simplicity Its
exquisite perfection enables us to see somo desper
aspeet of the Divine character than the were in-
telligence of -a comtriver—enables us fo sce Gop's
enro for helplessnoss aud lowliness—Iis care for
Dheauty as an end and not as a means. It im-
presses us with the porfect wisdom of an Infinite
Spirit, and not with the limited ingenuity of a
finite mind. . . Standing on tho green sward each
blade of grass whispers o the inner car, “Take
of thy shoes from off thy feet, for the plice where-
on thon standest is holy ground;” and the response
of every devout spirit must be, “Surely the Lord
is in this place and I knew it not.”

4. The Trees of the Lord—Ysaln civ. 16. The
cednrs are indeod the trees of the Lord.” The pe-
euline expression, however, must not be limited to
ono particular species of cedar. They are the
trecs of the Lord on account of the pecwliarities of
their siructure : on account of the antiguity of their
type and the majesty of their uppearance.

5. Corn—Psalin Ixv. 9. Corn is the special
gift of Gop to man. Corn plants were utterly un-
known through all the geological periods—it has
never been found in a wild state—it is universally
diffused. In Raving year after year to sow and
reap his fields, and in thus having his daily bread
measured out to him aud his daily bread only, he
is taught in the most impressive way the solemn
losson of his entire dependence upon Gon.  “Thou
visitest the earth and waterestit. Thou preparest
them corn when thou hast so provided for it.”

6. Blasting and Mildeio—Haggaiii. 17. The
reign of Howers is over—only a few autumn ones
linger lovingly—the mushroom tribe hegin to ap-
pear—they are plants in, masquerade, but they are
working probleme which have puzzled a Liebig
and a Lavoisior. The higher organism deeays, and
rises again in the form of a lower organism.
Thero may be some likeness {o the resurrection of
the wicked—rhe second death. There are four
diseases in corn preduced by fungi-gmut, bunt,
rust and mildew,—one on the straw, another on
tho leaves and chaff; a third attacks the flower.
All other plants are the prey of some species of
fungus. *Lot us rear an aitar and besought by
the mercies of Gop dedicate the threshing instru-
ments aud the first fruits, and yield ourselves a
living sacrifice unto the -grest Husbandman, and

thus shall we fear no blasting or mildew.”

7. The Leap—Gen. ii. 4, 9—On the medita-|

tive mind of Goethe ou yna occasion dawned the

commonly supposed, an added. or separate organ,
but only the highest developmant, or rather the
transformation of its leaves—that allthe parts of o
plant are mere modifications of o leaf. It created
a complete revolution in Botany—has done more
to lift the veil of mystery from naiure, and to in-
terpret the plans and purposes of the Creator ‘than
all the previous labors of botanists. All could, ex-
amino the typology of the leaf, the changeable:
and the most enduring, hang together in one un-
Lroken chain, beld in tho- hands of . the Iufinite
and the Unchangesble, of which we see a few
links, but the beginning and the end we sec not,
ete, ‘

8. Zhe teacking of the carth—Job xii, 8.
“Dust thou art and unto dust shalt thon return.”
Man attains dominion over the earth, to be again
subdued by it.
quent teacher in the days of Job, how much wiser
is she now! The lesson which earth teaches, it
may be snid, is a very sombre and depressing
one, but it is also very salutary. The dopths of
the earth, 18 well as tho surface of.the earth, teach
us the solomin lesson of changs and also the um-
changeabloness of Him who has these depths in
His hands. Tho teaching of the earth will con-
firm and illustrate the teaching of the Bible, and
both will ill the heart of the humble, roverent
student with adoring views of Gov’s power, wis-
dom and love,

9, Zhevine and its branches—=8. John, xv., 5.
The viue is one of the most extensively diffused of
plauts, and in this respect it furnisles a beautiful
emblen of the universal sprend of the Christian
Churel. A tree i now found to be not a single
individual, but o body corporate. Now, viewed in
this light, whut a beautitul and appropriste type
does thiz vine ufford of the mystical body of
Clirist, This  sacred vine will live forevor.
“Lvery branch i me (i.e., by an externzal alliance)
that beareth not fruit (snys Tha Vine) He taketh
away; and every Dbranch that hearcth fruit He
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. I
am the Vine, ye are the hranches. Ho that abideth
in Me and T in him, the samo bringeth forth wuueh
fruit; for without e ye can do nothing.”

(To be Continued. )
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THE SIOUX INDIANS.

Mr, Welsh described his nieeting with the Rev.
Mr. Walker, a Sioux Indian preacher, und the
Rev. Mr. Burt. Iie contrasted ihe appearance of
the former with tho popular belief that the Indian
ig lazy, shiftless, and fithy. I found s man, says
the speaker, who received me as a gentleman, who
was dressed as a clergyiuan, and who showed every
ovidence of culture. In the evening we crossed
the broud and rapid Missowd, and we were soon
at the Resorvation, where there are 1,500 Indians,
and where the Church has a Mission. At the par-
sonage ‘we were. met by Mrs, Walker, a white
woman, who received us wiib courtesy. Durine
the evening we wers called upon by the Chief of
the Iron Nation. Looking-out over the Mission in
the morning T saw great fialds of corn and outs of
Indian cultivation.

Near the house were two women—the wives of a
heathen Tudian named Useful Heart.  One of
tlem wiw mourning for her duughter who had re-
cently died. Before this Useful Heart was the
meaneet Indian on tho prairie.  His daughter was
dying of consumpiion, and the father was so des-
perate that bho sat with his revolver in his hand
ready to take his own life as soon as his daughter
should die. She said to Lim that if he did it they
could never meet again in the othor world, and so
influenced by this young girl, who had been con.
vorted, ho threw nis weapon aside.  Her brother
was o warrior and wore the scalp lock. She
called him to her dying budside, and said to him.
“I want you to follow the new way, so go to Mr,
Walker and give up yourscalplock.” e did so.
I'now have inny possession that Iittle loek of
hair and jt shows there is something in these neo-
ple on which wo can build. :
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How beautiful our lives would soon grow if we
carried always with us, and put into Dractice, the

bright iden, that thg flower of a plant is not, as is | lessons we learn by experience.

If the earth was & wise and, elo-.
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WHAT I§ LIFE? ©

. The mere lapse of ‘years is not lifo. To eat and

.drink and sleep; to be exposed to darkness and

the light; to pace around in the mill of habit, and
turn the wheel of wonlth; to make reason our
book-keepar, and twrn  thought into an implement
of trade—that is not life. 1n all this but a poor
fraction of the consciousness of humanity is awak-
ened, and the sancbitics slumber which make it
most worth while to be. Knowledge, truth, love,
boeauty, goodness, fuith, alone can give vitalily to

the mechanism of existence; the langh of mirth

that vibrates through the heart, the tears that
freshen the dry wastes within, the music that
brings childhood back, the prayos that calls the
future near, the doubt which mskes us medijtato,
the death which startles us with mystery, the
hardship which forces us to struggle, the anxiety
thet ends in trust, are the true nourishment of our
natural being.—Martinean. '
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Lt no hoy think he is to be made a gentleman
by the clothes he wears, the horses he rides, the
stick he carries, the dog that trols after him, the
houge he lives in, or the money he spends.” XNo
onc or all of these things do it ; and yet, every boy
may be 4 gentlemen. He may wear an old hat,
choap clothes, live in a poor house, "and spend but
little money. But how? By being truc, manly
and honorable, keeping himself neat and respecta-
ble, by being civil and courteous, by respecling
himself and others, and finally, above all, Ly fear-
ing Gob and keeping his commandments.

You may know and he able clearly o explain
the whereubouts of the ark of tho ecovenant, the
pot of manna, the tables of stone and the wrecked
fragments of Phironh’s chariots. You may beable
to speak eloquently and learnedly of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacobh. May beup in the Jewish dis-
pensation, and know, to an inch, the length of the
High Priest’s rohbes. May be able to explain cre-
stion, and even to draw a dingram of the -Garden
of iden, but knowledge of these never will bring
your pupils to Christ. Better evidence than all
thiy i suppliod by a knowledge of Christ 'in your
own heart; by honesty of purpose, truthfulness of
tongue, a pure and godly life,

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS.

Questions for the use of Advanced Sunday School
Classas, suggested by Sadler's Church
Dactrine—Bible Truth.

HOLY COMMUNION.

88. What is the only expiatory -sacrifice ever
offered? Who the only Priest? What the only
altar?

89. In reference to this Sacrifice, and in con-
nection with 7¢, which is the most sacrificial, any
Jewish sacrifice or the Christian Eucharist? St
Matt. xxvi. 26-28, ' '

§0. Shew the similarity between the work of
Christ in Heaven and that of His Priests on earth
when celebrating the Holy Communion.

91. What is the difference between repcating
and re-presenting Christ’s Sacrifice?

92. Whyis the act commanded by the words
“Do this in remembrance of Me” not simply a
reminder of Christ's Death nor a manifestation of
the faith of the communicant ?

93. Of what, then, is the Holy Eucharist a shev-
ing forth or & memorial

94, Shew from the Prayer Rook that the Church
regards this as the great act of worship for tha
Lord’s Day. '

95. In what part of the ERucharistic Service
consists of sacrificial character?=All through, as
appoars from a consideration of any Jewish sacri-
fice in which Clirist's Death was profigured.

96. Explain Heb. xiii. 10, and shew the saeri-
ficial charncter of the Christian Altar from Jer.
xxxiii. 15-22; Mal. i ii. §. 3, 4; Isa. xix. 21;
Ix. 9; St. Matt. v. 23; and especially from Rev.
viil. 3-5.

97. Is this Sacrament a memorial before Gop
or before the Church onlyi

98. Ifit be the formar as well as the latter
what follows as to its sacrificial charactor ¢



