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irhatever kind it May be, in due sea-
$on, need scarcely fear that hée iili
ever éxperience any disadvantage froin
the want ef presence of mind. He is
aliiays unemaibarrttssezl, and whatever
copies te his hand, he is ready to exc-
c ute. Fewv emnergencies harass hlm,
because hoe is prepared for tie.m before-
band. On the contrary hie whose in-
dolence or foiiy causes himà Co Procrasti-
nate, is aIlvays in a hurry, and never
does anything w'ell. He can never
extricate himself from confusion ; and a
small îbing is te hin an ernergency,
inasniuch as, w'hen the time for under-
taking it arrives, hie is never ready to
begin. The business of to-day hie puts
off dtil to.morrow; and when tn-Morroiv
cornes, finding lie has the work of two
days on his hands,- and that te go
through it would cost him nnusal labour
hie says to himtself once more, IlIt 'vill
be time enough.- to-mnorroiw," and post-
pones- ail till- the third day. Thus ho
procoeds. accumulating in bis progress
a multitude of dilemmas, from-which
no earthly prudence or presence of mind
is capable of extiicating him. We lia-ve
known mon of this ktnd, wvho led far
more iaborious lives,' everythingý con-
side-.ed,*than those who did three' times
as rnuch work. They wouid forfoit their
sleep: two. nights in the weele, slaving
ind. toiling at a- business, which, if ta-
lien in proper time, and l)y proper
arrangements, could have been very
easily accomfplished. To act wvisely,
therefore, in the business of life, we,
Must always combine forethouglit witli
promùptitude-we must bring mind into
play. A well.disciplined -mid, which,
at a glance at ail sides of a subject, cana

see %vhere the difficulties lie, and hi6*
they are to be surmounted, is's*eldomi a't*
a loss in acting promptly and piudentlV'.
Promtitude without forèthotight, or
the powver of acting wvisely on thé s*pur
of the momnent, is of no use, or worse
than useless, for it a:mou"nts to preoipi-
tancy; besides, it is often ne*cessàry, in
huinan action, to proceed with deliberate
caution-to ,go on patiently for a time
in a duli routine of duty bôfore th'e
period arrivés that is to prod uce thé
glorious result we aànticiptited.. The a
mous Michael Angelo, who mvas very
long about his *orlks, said that "in arts
haste wvas good for nothing6; and that à 
nature takes iuch timé in forming %whàt
is to last long, sa art, %which strives ta
imitate nature, ought tework leisureiy:
it heing impossible for man to dIo àny-
thing that is excellent in liaÀte." Thu3,
even in some of the higlier depaimnents
et art, wvhere genius coines into play t
long litbor and careful èxecution aïe in-
dispensible te success. Those whe work
at ordinary professions xnay likwigê
be assured that prudence and perâever-
ing industry are no less nèces'ry in*
their case, and that the only Way té
bit "' the nick of tine " is, to be coa-
stantly busy in their employnment§.

E -very man is-ready to give in a lbng
catalogue of those virtues and god qua.
lities lie expects toind iii: the person of
a friend ; but very few of us art careful
te cultivate thera in ourselves.

Spealc of the absent as if they w'e
present; then if you do net say ail that
you thiink, think ail that you say.


