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BUT tlic primitive Clîristintîs ývcrc tnt content
wtvi couavcying tlîeir eIlenoiivnnriy ait] l îroligh
the public clînnels Of dIe cillreh.- ro theini
il apponred a sacecd duty tn countenonce tut'
po i vith their presence and their jitiree in
their own homesý, ivhere thecy cntild uiakie
more mninuîte inqtiiies intie tliîw wznts, and
tonder theti the eo)mfi)rts, or CIîrisIimn sympa-
tlîy and c.oiînsel, w~hicIî, by flic bretlîren both
Or iuiglu and lov' degrce, ivere more higlîly
priiedî dluit evon the open-hnanded henevolemîce
ilînt ilinistere-l to thei! .temporal nccs.ities.
Thi-, piolis offiec îv;ts mnore e-pettiaily deleiza-
ted tn flic feinale members of theWcommiiui ity;

as~ vstloujght. botît fromn tilt dlboot. u.
titre of thoemb~y and rilom fil * jealotl-
spirit ofancient .socie<V, ilbey possssld r.irili-
tics of -ic.cess in the uiinîictic privacy of ail
classes, denied tu their brethircn of tue oiller
igx. AVnd exemplary was file prudene and
fidelity vvitlî vihich they dischargcd thlii trust.
Every moment they couid spnre from file pr!or
dlaims eof their owný household, the Christian
Plaironst devotcd to those errantis of mnercy ;
and îvhile tbey listened te tlie wvidoiv's tale of
other daya, and ber traits or the Çrierud wvho
hod gone Io bis reste or 3anw the nged tn their
but or' poverty, bending under the weiglît of
vear,,-or eat by the hedside oft' he affiicted,
ant those thit were ready to die, or found, es
was freqtiertly the case, the belplefas babe,
whlil the frigid licart of a pagin iuîother liait
ex poseii snd, torpaiçen in <lie Ionely path-thcy

0îwd o the wvont4 <if each, and alminlis-
tureil cppropriate comforts hoth for filie body
and the :enil. But these wvere light and easy
attentions compared wvith the dulies wvhich
ilhcir charitable nîîssuonfltrequently imposcdl on

nhri. ln uIjn.4p invq ib --.~ - publie
1 na itutions for tie.ree-ept.!On of' the pour, and
for tlue niedical trentmerît of' tle discased
and ni there vere rewv or nonc aaiong thc hon-
thcn in private l ire, %vite ever <liouglit o0 en-
terir.g tlic ahodeu or poverty a nt sickness randi
holpiiig thoir neighbotir,,,-isir.h twie the
coid andi unceling selflshaess or-the heaithen
wvorld,-Ilie Clîristi2ns wvere ncver withot
o!) cctit, in every Ibrin of humnn wretched-
ne"e., owrswluom their benevolence wasq
r.'quuireil. Iadiced, it is nlmost increilible to
what oiffices tlic ardltiur or their Christian -pi-
rit led <hem tol -onulescenti. They, tliniigli
all cf them werc tît)teui mnving imidth le

eîîOrt o 91louiestc h ll, undt qome of <leion
<aileeb<î1 the lgietrank-, never inuircu tn ony
killil Of labour, srpednot ta f~<-rîtile
n-e31108t; anti nit4î ezervile cilices <liat u.stiallV
decvolveti on the lnutve.st meli!li. Not only diti
tboy sit hy ficle ido orfi<lie sick, coliver.sinLg
with andi conilorting tem, but with their osva
brintis prepameul heir virfuliîs4, anti led <hem-
ndmi aiý,terei daI and me'dieine-bougl<
tem rchingcs ot'clnth)iag-initie their les

firç'sped tlie miort repuls ive andi putrefyiag <il-
C-ers9-exposegi thueniselves <o the conligion of
iiialigna nt disitcmpers-ç-.ddk-d( the bodies of
the deeil, ani, i,î lthort, octed in tlîe character
nt once of tlîc 111sciî0<i nurse, anIul<lie
anithasqador of'Gt Tiieir pur>e andtheliir
experience were alwlyq. reody, und the momt
exlntisting ani danzems scrvices wè're frncely
rendereti hy these Clîristian women. In pro-
cess of lme, however, as the Clîrietiàn society
ectended itS limits, andti he vicdims oU povcrty
anud sickness bocame propnrîiontlly more au-
merouft, the voluîntary services of'the moirons
*eie (otund inadecquate io overtake (lie im-
mense, field ; andi hence, hesides the dearoons
a.nd dcacon*eeses, who, et a very early pierioti

oft' he iOliîîroeh; %ere appointedl ta suj7'rit'enà
the initerests of tîe pour, a oew clas'o of-iÏffice.
besîmers arose, ouitier -the Dame of 1Parabolani,
whose province il wu& te visit andi i.vait on <lie
iuicic ini nioignant and pe3tileuîtilil disenses.

i'ee .hose numrber become oftervords very
grtat-Alcarîuioalune, in the timte of The-

odosius, bonstiuîg; of six bun(trcd,-took.echarge
of flic sick andi the dyitig,.under circunistances
in which, %vlhuie il wis most desirablo they
ýsbould have evcry attention pait < tbem,pru-
detuce tirh)adc modiers ani tistresses oU fa-
milies Io repaîr to <liern ; andti <ue, while Ille
beathen tolioetl their poor and tiieir rick te
pille in wreiclbedness ansi to duie before their
eyee, unpitie<l and uuncareti Cor, theme tvas not
il tlie flrst agei a ilolitnry itîîliviighîni ef<lie
Chris'ian pnor, wîndid nol eijoy ail the tom-
<bri.s or a temporal andi spiritual nature bis si-
tuation requireti.

1 t wis flot, honwe'.er, onîy tu the poor or'
dîieir ewn chtirchfis tilat the benevolence ot'
the pr'imitiv.e Clm.iu~,hwditselt'. Never
perlops %.vus flic ecar ami llvpl3y principie ot'
thier clînracter nire strikit-gly exenîplified
tban in flic appearanee cf any oU these ctîia-
mitie.ý-riaine i-ui pe>tilence, Nvitlî vviicli <lie
anciefl ivorîti %va-) 9O freqtuently visî<ei. In
the nccounus flnit have renelied es of tlho5e
terrible coinetsrophes, ment!on is i nvariably
m a S de of' a su oîltrruption of marais accom-
panyi ng thiem,-lhe hiah ien becauuie ticopnr-tie.
antl reclIe.-tii flic fenriul ravages mode in
tîteir ranlz., Iioir sensibilities %eedeinei
anti n muet unnatumai aiîd etulti-bln_ t ni
fercace wavs tliown te the claims or <lîeir
rieurest relative ant i-Uiend.s. In tlie mid.-t of
aIl the-e disnrtlers,, tle ýcncvolence ot' the
Çhrimiite,< hibi<î'd -an extraoridrnary-con<rast
to thc tinfeelir.g sfilnc l's nI eir hie.tlien
neiglhorurs-. Thus, for instance, dtîriîg tlie
piqgue thaU,,o long andi severeiy afflictecl Car-
thage iq thi~ tinte oif Cyprion, bc anti he reFt
of tile Christians wvere indlefatigible in Ilicir
exertions for tise relief ofth <e offlicteti ; and
lvhilcIe h lienthien ahondoned flice ick andi
dyîng ln tlîcir tue- hil le lu«ghwa.,ys %tvere
ýtreweui with c.orpjýes wlîieh- île one hit the
courage or the publie spirit to humy, andi flie
ha.rdleneti survivors were intent on pilfering the
cilthee andi the chiests -of the tiead,--tue
Chtiistians wero constantly facing the
danger, bîisy on Ille qtreets, or in tlie
hnouses, diqtribtîting moncy or articles of food
andi cloîluiug, andi doin-g ail in their potwcr to
alleviate filie pang aff lae sulTerers,ond sootlie
flic lomt moments ioU the tiying. Nor was
ilicir henevoleace confineti to the sick mem-
bers of iheir own etontmnnity,--they extenît-
edthelîir attentions indiscmimino<ely ta ail;
andi, wlîile the henîhea stot aiat' andi care-
le-ssý parents deecrting thoir chtiltiren, andi
cliildren trampliiig on <ho ur.buried corpses of
tiieir parente, tlie Christians wvere assîduonslv
employed i n tlie pions labour of ir.<erring
îliem.-the rich c.ontributing <heir money aînd
file poor their labour, te clear the bouses andi
flic %urccîs firom the efflivia ort<le moultiering
reclcs of înortaiity, unti Io adop< <ho most pru-
(lent preon itins to firee the city t'rom thp fuir.
<ilier ravages ocrte pestilence.

lIn lite, magner,, w.hen ijie Roman empire,
cspecially <bat part of -it <bot lay ia the PEit,
wvas overtaken, in <lie reiga of Gailienuli, by
<lie simuLltaneous caismnities eof piqgue, famine,
andi cîrthquakc, <lie cain fortitutdi andi un-
ewerviuîg re-ignnticf et'ail the Christian,-
<beir intlet'oiguhîe fieaevuolence ttnvarils ail
who wero Feized hy the dreagtet rieknesia, anti
tlie kinti sympathizing atlenincis they bestov-
eti ou tîimn, nt file- rms of theironon
lives, were very stikiagly exemp lifie in
Alexandria, thie- chief reat of tlie di8aster.-ý
Ia a letter eof Dionysius, Who IWil then pastor]

et' the cbtircb in tiant city, a molit iéipmetqpi<J
accounit is givei, ofW;hich we subjein a tranrp
lotion :-,Tt.lint pes<ilie appearedto <e uh
heathen .a tho. unot tireadful of, ail thing,,~.
as <bat whirh leUt <hem tie hope ; net se,
however, titi il seen ta< us, but n1l>ý il peru.
liar and prac<icol trii. 'I'he greti part or
our people, in the obundanre of their brother.
ly lovc, did net spore thcmseives ; anti, mau-
tually a<îending <o ecdi «<hem, <lîey r-iîemfuiv
vîsiteti the sick %vi<hout lear, anti ministerei
to <hem for <lie enke of' Christ. Maay et'
ilhem died, afier thelir came hoti mesioreti other.9
firot filue plague Io beoitb. The best amoiîg
otur lre<hrcn, priests, andi deacons, anti sorte
wbho vrere celebroteti among the laity, <lied in
this manner ; anti sucli a clca<h, thie fruit or
great pie<y anti s<mong aith, is Jine-dJy inUerior
<o niartyrdom. Many wlio look tltc bodies
ot' titeir Ciiistian bretbren inio tîteir hantis
ind, bosomq, wvbo cleedtictir mouth andi
cyes, a nt buriett <he m ivitl overy attention,
.,non followect licm in death. But w.itiî the
lîcathea unotters stooti quîitte difflemently ; ai the
tirst symptouns of -irkness, <bey tirove a man
i1ron;t<hueir society ; thiey tome titenu!elves, away
froni their tieurest conniections ; <bey threw
tlie liait' eeid inie<lie sircets, andt leUt <bou-
snnds uniturîcti; eadcavcuring, by nil flic
urteans iii ticir pow.er, Io eecape contagion-
whirh, notwitîîtandirg ail their contrivuutceF,
it was very. difficult Uor <hem ia aiccomplieh."

Ia tltoFe daye <lieme %vere calamiics oU a
diferent kcitut] Urom faimine andi peo~ience, titat
inio .s trieti and displayed in. a caiîtivatiuîg
liglit te heutevolence oU<lie .priniîive Cliriso
tions. l'ie lanti wat; desointeti hy frequent
%v'.arie Ilie -eus ivere infeQteti iil luorriti pi-
macies, by boili oU which mu«i<uter 'vere cnr-
rieti itito a diFtatît anti wmetclîedcl ptivity.-
Every fres> occurrence nU suicl calarnities
movet <lie compassion of <lie-Christions, anti
rouFeti <tem te ex<raerdirtary exertions, wbicli
were often mowartieî by tlhe monzonn anti dcli.
verance of thousantis. I< w'nuld f'il] a volume
to tioscrilc thie efforts wlt:ch flic henevolence
of the Chritîias matie in tbe couse o(ilhcc
ltniîoppy exiles, anti lherefore vve sali con-
tent nurFelves %vilh <the relation or co singlo
antecdiote illuetrative oftheun, ondtoc0 roînti.
te be passeti withou< notice. Duming flie per-
.tecut*on riiset ley <ilue Vantais in l<aly, num-
bers oh' Chribtions, who hati been cammîcti
captive in te ivilts of Africa, lIta been me-
tieeuneti front bontloge l'y the splendid libemal-
ity nof on oputlent man-Paulius. Antong
<base whom tbe expenhitumo. of bis princely
fortune bath net been able to maoîn, ivs <he
only son of' a w.itiow, who, in the hitterncss
ot' lier disappoin<meat, îînder<ook o toilsonie
jnumrney to wait %ipion Patiinue, anti prevail
upon bim te beetotv tpon lier <ho compara-
tively raal sunt thiot was necessamy te pur-
cha.e <lie rreetbom ofrine youutg man. wi<b
leurs Parîlinus wals obliget <ea tell ber thot ho
hînt already parteti with his aIl, but tbat hoe
wu@ ready anti '.illing ta surrender bimmelfas
a slave iii place of lier son. The resolition,
strage asc it wos, tItis benevolent unon let no
lime in carrying into effect; be set sait in
company with <be w'.iiow for Aricn, anti
maîde directly for <ho palace of the pirince in
wiiole service the womari's Font was a slave,
anti lîaving'offered himielf anti beeti orcepeul
in <lie boy's steati, the wni'tn ond ber mon-
momeil chilt returnet ta their home ini Italy,
w.hile the kenerotus deliv.erer remaineti in
.'ervi<utic, tilI <lie prince, tiiscovering bis rai
chamacter, andt admiring: bis extroordiaary
tiisinterestetiness, at iength restoreti hlm te
libert3-.

A Doon naine and a gootl heert are two of the
bes itms cen. oung in shouid memnember

tbis.


