
Memoirs of M. de Mirabeau.
or their joy, as the fymptoms bccame
more or lefs favourable. Deputations from
all the clbbs in Paris waited upon him
daily; the debates in the national afremn-
bly becarpe languid .and fpiritlefà from hi%
abfence; and Co alarmed were the inha-
bitants of the capital at the dread of the
approaching cataftrophe, that the fate of
the new conflitution fèemed aaually in-
volved in his exiflence. Mirabeau, who
preferved bis fenfes to the laIt, was not
infanfible to there repeated marks of
efleem ; but grateful for the firong and
generalintereft which his fate infpired, and
findirig the pains of death oftcned, as it
were, by the attachment of the pcop!e, he
repeatedly exclaimed, ' O how happy
fhould 1 have been to have died in their
fervice I' Even on his deathbed hc atdd
the hero; for the phyician who attended
him, and for *whon he had a particular
regard, having ekpreffed a wifh to call in
other affiftance, his patient continually re-
fifted his importunitiesf faying ' If I reco-
ver, you ihall have all the glory of my
cule l'

Perceiving his ftrength ta fail him, he
called M. Petit, a gentleman celebrated for
his medical (kill, to his bedfide, and defi-
red ta know if there were any hopes of
his recovery ? On being anfwered in the
iegative, he, from that moment, afTumied

a more bold and derermined countenatnce,
and met his fate with a caimnefs and in..
trepidity, no where to be paralleled but in
the dying moments of , his iliulirious
countryman, the chevalier Bayard. The
national afTembly, and the rofdrum, were
never out of bis mind ; for while death
was approaching with hafty arides, he
called his friend, the abbe Talley.rand, to
his bed. fide, and prefented him with a pa-
per to be delivered to ,the national affem-
bly. ' This is m« laa legacy,' fays he,
'for it contains my opinion on the law of
tenamentary devifes, which they are now
employed in difcuffing -I confide it ta
your friendfhip, and defire you will read
it lrom the tribune. Remember too, that

:it is my dying fentiment, that nothing is
fo likely ta perpetuate an odious and dan..
gerous ariniocracy, as the law in favour of
primogeniture, wbch, by belowing aIl
on one fon, introduces a dangerous ine.
quality in regard to property il

M. de' Mjrabeau, foon aiter, requezfed
the key of his'bureau; and a meuenger
ha-ing gone to his fecretary's apartment
for that puipofe, found )in weltering in
bis blood, in con(equence of feveral niabs,
which he had given Iimfelf with a pen.
knife.

This circumRance, which excited the
furprife of evcry one, until it *as difco-

vered that he was the natural fan of M. de
Mitabeau, and had committed this ralh
adion from excefs of grief, was carefully
concealcd from the expiring patient, wkho
continued to the lain, fo talk of public af-
fairs, and, when no longer able to con.
verfe, made figns to the attendants for
pen and ink, and' aaually expreffed his
fentiments in writing on the very threfhold
of eternity. In this fituation he made Ce-
veral obfervations on the effeas of the
laudanum that had heen adminifiered te
him ; remarked how much mure eafy.death
was, than lie had expe&ed ; andimmnaedi-
ately before that lai pang which was a-
bout ta deprive him of his mortal exini-
ence, he preffed the paper with bis dying
hand, and, in legible charaaers, formed
the woi d ' Dormr,'-'l am about to
fleep.'

Thus expired, in the forty fecond year
of his age, the celebrated Gabriel Honoré
PRquetti de Mirabeau ; the firft man of
noble birrh, either in ancient or moderi
times, who ever fpoke againft the tymnny
of the nobility. On this, which was his
darling fubjed, he difplayed ail the-maf.
culine eloquence of a Marips; but it be-
camne infinitely more perfuafive and forci-,.
ble, when it was recolleaed that this Ma.
rius was himfelf a patrician ! Such, in.
deed, was his confeioufnefs that a diftinc-
tion of ranks natur.lly tended ta arbitrary
power, and fa deeply was he interefted in
the general happinefs of mankind, that he
wrote his celebrated effay againft the in-
fitution of the American order of Cincin-
natus, 01) purpoie to point out with what
jealoufy a free people ought todecry every
innovation that may lead ta unnatural and
artificiai difnindions in fociety.
1 The talents of this great and extraordi-
nary man, were no lefs fingular than bis
fentiments. By lruggling againft mis-
fQrtunes, he had acquired courage and ex-
perience; the neceffity of defending bis
charaß1er, and vindicating -his. aElions,
hadtaught him the art of public fpeaking.
and'made him an orator i while- exile and

*compulfory folitude had given him a ha.
bit for fludy. a turn for inquiry, and a
knowlede3ëof books equally extenfive witlà
that of men.. Ardent and imperuous in.
his difpofition, fervently attaclied to rhe
interens of his country, and·the avowed
and determined enemy of. oppreffion,
whatever (hape or colour it might.afTume,
he meditated to difninguifh hirnfelf by an
undertaking equally great and fingular,
and fuccetded fo far Ps to obtain arepu-
tation, tiat Witt not be fubjte to the ufu-
al caprice:of fortune.

Voltaire liad, produced a.change in the
empire of opinion, and RouffWau had re-
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