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or their joy, as theé fymptoms bccame
more or lefs favourable. Deputations from
all the cltbs in Paris waited upon him
daily ; the debates in the national affem-
bly became languid and fpiritlefs from his
abfence; and fo alarmed were the inha-
bitants of the capital at the dread of the
approaching cataftrophe, that the fate of
the new conftitution feemed aéually in-
volved in his exiftence. Mirabeau, who

" prefgrved his fenfcs to the laft, was not

infenfible to thefe repeated marks of
sfleem ; but grateful tor the firong and
generalintereft which his fate infpired, and
finding the pains of death foftened, asit

were, by the attachment of the peaple, he:

repeatedly exclaimed, ¢ O how happy
fhould 1 have been to have died in their
fervice I' Even on his deathbed he afled
the hero; for the phyfician who attended
him, and for whom he had a particular
regard, having expreffed a with to cail in
other affiftance, his parient continually re-
fifted his importunities, faying * If { reco-
ver, you fhall have all the glory of my
cme!”

Perceiving his firength to fail him, he

called M. Petit, agentleman celebrated for .

his medical {kill, to his bedfide, and defi-
red to know if there were any hopes of
his recovery #  On being anfwered in the
megative, he, from that moment, affuined
a more bold and determined counteriance,
and met his fate with a calmnefs and in.
trepidity, no where to be paralleled but in
the dying moments of . his ilhuftrious
countryman, the chevalier Bayard., The
national affembly, and the rofirum, were
never out of his mind; for while death
was approaching with hafty ftrides, he
called his friend, the abbe Talleyrand, to
his bed. fide, and prefented him with a pa.
per to be delivered to the national affem-
bly. ¢ This is my laft legacy,” fay. he,
¢-for it contains iy opinion on the law of

teltamentary devifes, which they are.aow’

employed in difcufling : 1 confide it to

. your friendfhip, and defire you will read
It {rom the tribune,

At is my dying fentiment, that nothing is

Remember too, that

fo likely to perpetuate an odious and dan.
gerous ariftocracy, a8 the law in favour of
primogeniture, which, by heftowing all
on one fon, introduces a dangerous inc.
quality in regard to property I’

" M. de Mirabeau, foon aiter, requsfied
the key of his bareau; and a mefenger

hading gone to his (ecretary’s apartment.

for thiat purpofe, found him weltering in
his blood, in confequense of feveral Aabs,

swhich he had given bimfelf with a pen.-.
" Knife.” ' ‘ '

This ‘cifcumﬂa’?&'«;e, which excited ibs

- furprife of every one, until it was difco-

.that of men..
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vered that he was the natural fon of M. de
Mirabeau, and had committed this rath
a&ion from excefs of grief, was carefully
concealcd from the expiring patient, Wwho
continued to the laft, 7o talk of public af-
fairs, and, when no longer able to con.
verfe, made figns to the attendants for
pen and ink, and a@ually expreffed his
fentiments in writing on the very threthold
of eternity. 1n this ficuation he made fe-
veral obfervations on the effe@s of the
laudsnum that had been adminiftered to
him j remarked how much mure eafy.death

" was, than he had expefted ; and immedi-

ately before that laft pang which was ae
bout to deprive him of his mortal exift.

ence, he prefled the paper with bis dying

hand, and, in legible chara&ers, formed
the woird ¢ Dormer,’—*¢}] am about to
flcep.’ '

‘Thus expired, in the forty fecond year

of his age, the celebrated Gabriel Honoré
Riquetti de Mirabeau; the firft man of

- moble birth, either in ancient or modern

timss, who ever fpoke againft che tyranny.
of the nobility. 3
darling fubjedt, he difplayed all the maf.
culine eloquence of a Marips; but'it be-
came infinitely more perfuafive and forgi-,
1ble, when it was cacolledted that this Ma.

. Tius was himf(elf a patrician ! Such, in.
deed, was his confcioufnefs that a diftinc- -
- tion of ranks naturally tended to arbitrary

power, and fo deeply was he interefted in
the general happinefs of mankind, that he

On this, which was hjs

wrote his celebrared effay againft the in- -

fiitution of the American order of Cincin-
natus, on purpofe to point out with what
iealoufy a free people aught to-decry every
innovation that may lead to unnatural an
artificiat ditin&ions in {ociety, . ' '

+ The talents of this great and exrraordi-

nary man, were no lefs fingular than his
fentiments. By flroggling againft mis-

-fyrtunes, he had acquired courage and ex-. -
. perience; the neceflity of defending his
charafter, and vindicating - his, a&ions, -

had taught him the art of public fpeaking,

and-made him an orator; while- exile and *
-compulfory folitude had .given. him a bha.

bit for fludy; a turn for inquiry, anda

knowled'é'i': of books equaily extenfive with,

his difpofition, fervently aftachied to rhe

interefts of his country, arnd-the avowed.’

and determined enemy of oppreflion,

whatever (hape or colour it might affume,.

he meditated. to diftinguifh bimfelf by an

- undertaking equally great and fipgular,

and fuccetded fo far 25 to obtain a‘repua-

. tation, that will not be fubje&@ to the uiu-

al caprice-of fortune!

Ardent and’ impetuous in.

Voltaire had.produced a.chang‘e,in“kh'e‘

‘empire of opinion, and Rouffiau had re--
oo gulated



