
INTRODUCTION.
other. He has explored tlie interminable regions of fancy; and, both in
sto-y.and insong, lias poured forth upon a vondering world the produce
of his labours, and made then no less subservient to the amusement than
ta the real happiness of a grateful and enlighteied society. He lias pe-
netrated the darkest and most intricate recesses of history, and laid open
to our:vielthe t ansactions ofnman in every age, from the earliest period
of his-existence-to the present times-thus- bringing hirn in.contact wilî
bis osvn moral and physical character, and, bythe experienèe ofthe past,
presenting to bis mnd an accurate -prospect of bis future greatness or
nisfortunes.- HRe has iuitated nature in all that is sublime, beautiful and
wonderful-he has spread lier colours. on canvassin, all the. glow and
freshness of the.nòrming-he.bas pencilled her rugged -but picturesque
viIdàeîSin lšiciis lues àld shades'of tlie livingiiodel---iid repre-
sented lier virgin;flowerets in all their feminine and aromatic beauty.
He bas painted and chisselled out his own form with the precision and
accuracy of a being -who had only been denied the power.of implanting
lifein the wvorkmanship of bis hands, and traced the image of the living
G~d intlihe:dold 'anid inanimate ýstone.; He has conceived,'invented, and..
attdnediñn artificial- lyrevitli organs'capable öf'espressinginpalpable
and articulate sounds, all the emotions of the mind, and of cheering the
beart, and alleviating its sufferings under all-the circumstances of a pre-
carious and ever-changing life. In the art pf conveying his ideas be bas
made-a progress, and arrived at a maturity which conveys no less honour
ýip6n liimself than it reflects glory-upon thé sourcé from which it spr'ung x-
and the deeper the mind searches into- the faculties of man, 'the more
truly great do the power and influence-of oratory renderhim in the sight
of his fellow-beings. He bas reared superstructures that have, not only
lasted for ages, but out-lived ail memorials of himself, lis power,- and
bis inventions. By the aid oFniechanisni hë bas assumed a po wer over
the very elements themselves; and, by circumscribing them within pro-

ëi -bounds, and placingdthem in operative contact, the' oneivitli-the
oti-, bas rendered:them no less subservient than.useful to the comfort
andhappinesstof the -present existence.. a.word, the progréss.ofman
]n:eöery species ,ofîimprovement--whether vith regard to his oavn moral
faculties-to his:discoveriesiin the arts--or his researclies in the.scien-
ees-..hasbeen alikei wonderfuland gratifying ito his best propensities;
andis o* such a characteras naynaturally be.supposed to entail upon
him the ,highes.t degree of favour and prosperity.which the dictates of an
enlightened mind can claim, or tihefervdur of a religious heart can solicit !

But, alas the sameh istory which presents us with this splendid and
enviableýpictureo flhuman greatness-oftle .talents, 'the acquirements,.
iund inventions ofian-has also the candour ta inform us'that his march
to, this exalted&condition in the regi.on ofmoral andintellectuil improve-.
ment las beenirregular and various "infinitely slov in the beginning,
an i creasimg by degrees .with. redoubled velocity. Ages of laborious:
ascentIiave been followed by a moment of rapid'downfal.; and the seve-
ral climates of the globe have felt, the cissitudes/of-lghtand darkness. -

If they bave basked in tle mneridian sunishine cf science and wisdon
theyhavealso beendoonied to grope their wayin the dark storm ofad-
versity andiguorance.1- Ecypi,y thouglh thefruitful mother ofsuerst
tinwas-also.the original parent oflearningand humañurisprudençe.
A myster.ous-nmixture of gross and illusivé pomp huadrindced, alivays av


