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« . ArniL 12,1873,

{Written for the Canadian Nlustrated News.)
MY CRUCIFIX.

Lone'y and stark within my little room,

1t huces upon the white unpapered wall,

No garnnh sun:hine ever woits the gloom

That spreads arcund it like a mourning pall,

Fit covering for this recurrert funeral:

No pictures rhine in gaudy ealours pigh,

No faunting tapestr-es in festoans fall,

In naked majesty iz thrones on high.
Claiming ¢ne only homage from the heart—a » gh,

And often in my sad er pensive mond.
T gxza upon the Mar-Ged hangingthere,
The Christ anspended on the blowdy rood,
Vith his resigned snd sweetly patient airg
Standivg or kneeling in my silent prayer,
1 fix those haggard features in my soul.
Till T in all thair deep repentunec share,
Studyivg their tragie history, role by role,
And pinisg o'er their record of intensest dole.

O Cracifix} thou picture of sublimest woe.
0 dread concretion of 8 pang divine, .
The clutted hair— ha down-cast eyes which glow
With a iast lock of love cnme anid mine— .
The bisterad lips sore drenched with yall and brine.
The hazds and feet which spike . of iron tear,
With e’er re pening gashes--and that spine
Arched inward so a-1that the ribs appear. )
And that great thr.bbitg heart cleft by tha soldier’. spear.

Thy sacred Heart. Soterion. broken lass
Hy the ernt irion's brand than by the wouind
Which all my :ins have made inth ot resess
Ot pardoniog love—0 Heart! from which resouad
Thae godly cries ¢f merey—whence redound
Tha heavenly streaois whose ransuine waves
Refresh snd fruetify the barreu grourd
Of uprepentant hearts, and even save X
Unwil ing. obdurate sou.s from bleak, unshriven graves.

Alas! what history of transcendent pain

Is rhere conceutred on this ¢srven wood. .

What depihs of mental anpgeish—wha a train

Of suffseriogs in the desh—one trail of bleed

Follows his steps fram cus the solitude

Of Ot:vet, e'en to the erogay side

Of Gulgotha—ihare on the tat ! road R

They nailed Hiv. there with Il:s every pang intensifed
By koowing that His death was all but vain—He died.

Beho'd the man of sorrows ! for our sin
He bath ali suffered. and cur grievane borna.
U, that whe.e enis his angrish would begin
Qurgrataful love acd peoiten” return @
Behoid the Man necieeted anl toriorn;
Ave! not a man--a worm ¢ f earih—a clowa—
Aby-word—the onteast ¢f the natiens—shhro
Of alt his comelisess and strengith—buwed down
In urter shame and urscupd frum sole to ervwn.

Thou art the central point of all the wald,
0O Crossz. ard all wen’s hearts conuverge tothee;
High vver earth’s proud banners is uniurled
The «aving staniard of ¢ 0t wely:
At birth.in infaney i eldad ma, )
Io gricf. in illgess it has octhed wy paie.
And when deatheomes. ¥ oo vy sweet fite ba |
To hold thee in may hand. wiive o ey brain
Ie stamped the hope that T have i ved thee unt in vain,

Jury LEspERANCE.

(Written fo- the Cunadiun Hiusi-ated Newa.;
‘THE LOKE QF THE CALENDAR.
NO. IV,—BAST:R DaY.

It used to bea common custom amonyg the rural popula-
tions of Eoglunu to iz Loefore the sun on Easter Day, and
walk into the fields to =+ the cun dance, accordizg to an old
tradition with which they were familiar. In the book of
Joshua we read that the sun stosd still, but whether the sun
danced upon the very day of our Saviour's restrrection, we
have no testimony. I the tradition has wuy wmeaning it wust
be a metaphorical one; that when the wmorning is bright, and
the sky clear and blue, there §s a kecming smilv over the fuce
of nature, and heaven and varth chow tokens of jov.  For as
the earth and her valleys, by standing thick with corn, are
said to laugh and sing; <o, 0n accounnt of the -~1:rr-,-r;tiun: the
sun may be sald to dance for joy, according to t - 451h Psalm,
% Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad; et the
sea roar and the fullness thereof.  Let the field be 59} ful and
all that is therein: then shall all the treesof the wood re.
joice”

Damesezn, (in Domin.cum [asciae) in his paschal hypin
commuznds the ancient custom of rising early on Easter n.mmt
Let us watch very carly in the morning ; and, instead of sint-
wment, Jet us bring au bymn to our Lord, snd et us sce our
Christ the Sun of Rightvousness, who is the life that rises to
all men.

A jcarned author has left us his thoughts concerning the
sun-dancing on Laster orn :— We shall nat, 1 hope? ‘5;.";'
he, ¢t disparage the resurrection of our Redoemer, if we say the
sun doth not dance on Easter Day.  Aud though we would
willingly assent unto auy svmpathetical exultation, yet can-
not conceive therein any thing more than a tropieal exXpres-
sion.”

Brand, in his Antijuates Vul;ures, says :—%1 have heard of,
when o boy, and cannot say whether I have positively seen
tried, an ingenious method of making an artificial sun-dance
on Easter Sunday ; a vessel full of water was sct in the open
air, in which the reflected sun seemed to dance from the tre-
mulous motion of the water.”

It reminds us of & beautiful simile in the Loves of Medea
and Jason, in the Argopantics of Apollonius Rhodius: It js
there applied to the wavering resolves of a love-sick maiden,

* Roflected from the s un's far conler ray,
As quivering beatw:s fr m tossing water play.”

The primitive Christiana spent the night preceding Easter
Day in prayers and praiscs till the time of co k-crow, the sup-
poscd hour of our Saviour’s rising. - For, as Durant tells us
it is universally asseuted to by the Latin charch, that u(tc‘e;
our Baviour had conquered death, and bioken the gates of hell
he arost from the dead, not ut miduight, but'in the mm'uim,l
at the time of cock-crow jwhich not the cucks, but the angels
themselves proclaimed. ‘

- The Primitive church set apart the whole week after Easter
for to praise and glorify God, for our Saviour's resurrection !
fn which' time all labour cessed; thit scrvants, as well as
others, might be present at the devotions of -the season, Al
public- shows and games were forbidden as being foreign to

. the holiness of the season. In after-ages when the Church
fell into corrupiion, and the substance of religion decayed in
the shadow of ceremonics the praises and devotions of the
season were cither much neglected or but superficially ob.

served 3 for Belithus, a ritualist, tells us that it was cugtomary
for the bishops and archbishops themscl\'c_s to play wn}th the
inferior clergy, even at hand-ball, and this also ar Durant
witnesseth even on Easter Day iteelf, This was called the
liberty of December, according to Belithus, because that for-
merly it was customary among the heathens in t.hnt month to
induige their servants with a certain time of liberty ; when
they were on the level with their masters,

The custom of this hand-ball playiny is doubtless the origi-
pal of our present recreations and diversions on Kaster holi-
dnys, and in particular in playing for fanzy cakes, which at
this season was generally practised.

We find in the writings of J, Boémus Aubanus a description
of ancient rites in his countey (Franconis,) that thers were
foot courses in the meadows in which the victors carried off o
cake given to be run for, as we say, by some rich person in
the neighbourhood.

In the north of England, more particularly at Newcastle,
there was an ancient custom for the Mayor and Corporation
and the Sheriff, accompanied by a large number of the bur-
gesses, every year, at the feast of Easter and Whitsuntide, to
go out intoan open place to play at haud-ball—the Mayor nnd
Sheriff unbending the bow of authority and partaking with
their happy and contented townsmen the puerile pleasures of
the festal season.

Selden, in his most delightful table-talk quaintly says :—
6 Our meats and our sports have much of them relation to
clurch works, ‘The coffin of our Christuas pies, in shape long
iz in imitation of the erafch) a rack or manger); our chosing
Kings snd Queens oo Twelfth Night have reference to the
three Kings; so likewise our cating of fritters, whipping of
tops, roasting of herrings, jick of lents, &e,, they are all imi-
tations of church-works, emblems of martyrdom.  Our tanzies
at Easter bave reference to the bitter herbs, though at she
same time 'twas always the fashion fur 8 man to have a gam-
mon of bacon to show himself to be na Jew.”

Tanzy cakes and tanzy puddings are still favourite dishes at
Faster in many parts of England, more particularly in the
western counties.  In some parishes the clerk carries round
to every house a few white cakes as an Easter offering. In
return for these cakes, which are always distributed after di-
vine service on Good Friday, the clerk receives a8 gratuity
acvording to the circumstances or generosity of the house-
holder.

Egegs, stained with various celours jn boiling, rometimes
covervd with gold leaf, and also with illumioated devices on
them, are regalarly sold in the streets in some parts of Eng-
land and France.

Euws were evidently considered emblematic of the resurree-
tion, a5 may be gathered from an extract from the ritual of
Pope Paul the Vih, made for the nse of Eugland, Irelaud, and
Scatland 1 ¢ S-lveniat, grarumus, Jiomire, twe benedictionis
gratig, ke overum Creaturie, §c., 0b resurrectionem Jiom ninostri
Jesw Christi”

The Abbé d’Auteroche, in his journey to Siberiy, says Faster
Day is set apart for visiting in Russia. ¢ The men goto each
other’s houses in the morning, and introduce themselves into
th honses by saying, ¢ Joesus Christ is risen.’ The answer is
¢ Yos, he is risent  The prople then embrace, give each other
cges and drink a great deal of brandy

Hakluyt, one of the fathers of voyages and travel, in whose
works (1589) will be found an inexuaustible fond of amuse-
ment, says: < The Russians, every year, against Easter, div or
colour red a great number of egys, of which every man or
woman giveth one to the priest of the parish upon Easter Day
in the moruing.  They use these ezes, as they say, fora great
love, and in token of the resurrection; whereof they rejoice.”

Ray Las an old Euoglish proverb on the subject i —

= ' warrant you fr an egy 8¢ Easter.™

The ancient Egyptians, if the resurrection of the body had
been & text of their falth, would perhiaps have thousht an sy
no improper hicrogiyphical representation of it. The vxelu-
sion of a living creature by encabation, atter the vital prioei-
ple bas laid a long while dormant, is a4 process so truly war-
vellous that if it could be disbelieved, wonld be thonght by
some a thing as incredible as that the Author of Life should
be able to reanimate the dead,

1t is very prolmbie that the Roman and Greek churches
borrowed this custom from the Jews, who, in colsbratiug tieir
Passover, et on the table two unleavened cakes, and two
pivees of the lamb ;) to this they added some small fshes, be-
cattee of the leviathan ; a hard egg because of the bird 1z
sotne meal bocause of the behemoth ) these theee animals
being, according to their Rabinnical doctors, appointed for the
feast of the elect in the other life.

Onr Pustrations.

THE WRECK OF THA ‘‘ sTLANTIC.”

The sad catastraphe which occurred last week off the coast
of Nova Scotia furnishes us with a subjzct for two illastrations,
We have nrither the space nor the inclination to . go over the
story of the wreek of the steamer & Atlantic,” which, with «ll
its attendant Lorrors, has been fully reported in the daily
press. The vessel left Liverpool on the 20th of March with
upwards of 800 steerage passengers nod about 50 catdn pas-
sengers ; they experienced’ beisterous . weather, but all went
well till noon on Monday, the 31st ult,, when the supply of
coal being nearly exhansted the captain determined to put into
Halifax. "About three o'clock on the morniug of the Ist inst,
the steamer struck on Mcagher's Island, off Prospect, 22 miles
west of Halifax, where sho now lies a total wreck. 'T'he loss
of life was somcthing fearful.  Nearly 550 souls perished. on
that awful morning, and the scenvs as deseribed in the public
accounts are heart-rending. . One of them forms the subject of
onr first page illustration, . Mr. Frith, the chief officer and
the hero of the scene; who had taken vefuge in the mizzen-
mast rigging,; gives the following description ;=% When day-
licht came I counted 32 persons in the mizzen-maat rigging
with me, including one woman. When these saw that thers.
were lines between the ship and the shore many of them at-
tempted to go forward to the lines, and in doing so were
washed overboard and drowned. . Muauy reached the shore by
aid of the Jines, and the fishermen’s boats rescued many more,
At Iust all bad cither been wasbed off or rescued except me
the woman, and a boy. The sen hud become 80, rough that
the Lonts could not veoture near us. Soon the boy was washed
off, but he swam gallantly and teached one of the boats in.

-aafety. T got a firm hold of the woman and secured her fa the -

rigging. T could'sce: the people on shore, and in-the Ly
and hailed theni, but they were unable to help us. Ay :h'
o'clock In the afternoon, after we had been in the rfggin tWo
hours, the Rev. Mr. Ancient, Church of England clerg ‘fn tn
whose noble conduet T can never forget while I ljve y O:n,
crow of four men to row him out to the wreck, He g(’)tgima
the main rigging and procured a line, then advanced pg ro
as be could towards me and threw it to me. ‘I caught it xnm‘i‘r
it fast around my body, and then jumped clear. A scu,aw.g ‘;
me off the wreck, but Mr. Ancient held fast to the ling pungd
me back, and got me safely in-the boat. I was then’ 80 ¢
hausted and benumbed that 1 was hardly able to do nn);thiux.
for mysclf, and but for the clergyman's gallant conduct%
must have perished soon.  The wowman, after bearing up wiy
remarkable strength under her great trials, had dicd two huur;
before Mr. Ancient arrived. Her half-naked body was i)
fast in tho rigging, her eyes protruding, the mouth foamin
a torribly ghastly spectacle, rendered more ghastly by th,
contrast with the numerous jewels which sparkled on her
hands, We bad to leave her body there, and it {g probab|
there yet. ‘T'he scene at the wreck was an awfal one, guch ﬂ’;
[ had never before witnessed, and hope ncvcr‘to’ Wil;lcsn
again.”

The White Star and Ocean Company, to which the ill.fateq
vessel belonged, is the most recently established compm{v
sailing vessels between Liverpool and New York, The
steamers of the line have only been running a little over
cighteen manths, but have gained n high reputation for con.
fort, speed and regularity. The fittings for the passengers
are luxurious to the highest degree.  One of the peculiaritieg
of the appointments is that the saloon is in the centre of the
vossel, extending from side to side, 80 ag to give the advap.
tage of the full width of the ship. ‘This company were the
first to introduce gas on their vessels,  Like all the steamer;
of the line the #Atlantic” was built at Belfast, and wag
launched in 1871, She was 420 feet leng, 40 feet beam and
23 fuet depth of hold, and registered 3,723 touns; Wﬂs'con.
structed of iron, had four masts and six water-tight bulk.
headg, and was fitted with eleven boilers and four cylinders
on the compound principle. The interior decorntions wers
on A most magnificent seale. The saloon wag 56 feet long
and extended entirely across for a width of 40 feet, Tﬁé
founges and fixed seats were upholstered in crimson velvet:
the pancls were damasked with white and pink, and the,
pilasters, brackets, and cornices were of teak, picked out with
gold. The bed-hangings of the state-rooms and sleeping.
berths, which were large and commodions, were of green rep
and the apartments were in all respects elegant and comph:ul,
The t Alantic” arrived at Halifux on her first outward voyage
from Liverpool, June, 1871 and left, on her first return voyage
the first of July following, This was her nincteenth trip.‘ S‘he,
was valued at $5300,000, and was insured in London compagies
for $150,000. "There were 760 stecrage passesgers in the il
fated vessel. The passcugers and crow, as she sailed from
Liverpool, were classificd as follows :—FEnglish, 158 men, 34
women, 28 male childeen, 123 female children ; Scoteh, T men
14 womeny lrish, 43 men, 18 women, 3 children; other A
tionalities, 150 adult males, 32 women, 1 male children, ang
i§ female children. A large number of emigrants embarked
at Quecnstown, making the total number of souls upon the
steamer when she sailed from thst point 976, Of thess 44¢
bave perished, not a single woman being saved,

A WINTER FIKLD DAY, BALIFAX, N. 8.

The above sketch represents a Winter Field Day near
Halifax, undor Lieut.-Gen. Sir H. Doyle, Commanding 5. M
Troogps,  Iutelligence having been received that an enemy
would attempt a lnnding in foree at the “ North-West ;
His Excellency hag taken up his position—:the Gareison, con.
slating of two Infantry Battalions, three Batteries of Artillery,
and a party of the Royal Engineers, being in ambush ou both
sides of the Arm, with the guns entrensticd nesr tse bridges
at its head, On the appearanee of the et of boats the troops
emerge from thiscover and pour in such a terrific cross-fre
that, had the invaders only been in the flesh, the result must
have been Bemewhat as depicted in our drawing

LIFR-SAVING APPARATUS IN UBE BY THE CARLSRCHE FIRE BRIGADR.

The Gorman fire brigade system s treated of elsewhere
editorially, 50 we content ourselvex in this place with merely
deseribing the apparatus shown ju ourillustration The small
ladders to the fuft are lightly constrncted, from twelve to
vighteen et long, and furnished at one ead with stroag iron
hooks. Of these houke but a poor idea is given in the priot
from which we hiave copicd,  They form a curve large enough
to allow of their gmsping an ordinary sized window.sill. The
manner of usivg these Jadders is very simple.  Standing on
the ground-floor window and supported by a comrade, the
firrman with the hooked end of the ladder breaks the st
story window, alfixes the ladder to the stll and mounts, A
second ladder js banded him, his comrade mounts, the opera-
tion is repented agaio, tresh ladders being sent up as required,
uitil the top story is renched. With a single Iadder a pair
of firemen could reach the top of the house, and as each one
carrics n long rope they are enabled to haul up the vscape, or
tet down sny persuns whose retreat hias been cut off, Of course
it is not everyone that could manage to run up and down 8
prrpendieniac and somewhat shaky ladder,  Bat it should be
borne in mind that the German firemen pass through a reg-
lar course of gymuastic drilly and are trained to such perfec
tion that they purform most difficult mavauvees with o
credible rapidity. A ladder of a lighter constraction is shown
to the left of the illustration. The fire-cseape which tesembles
the Enylish fice-escape without the frame, i3 made of leather,
or, better still, sail eloth, with strong rope netting in front.
Oncend is fitted with a slight frame and wheels (not given i
the print), When the ercape has been securely fastened o
the window the lower end is wheeled ouat ns far as possible
towards ' the opposite side of the strect, to give a3 gmdnal 8
descont as possible  When this is impracticable—as it would
be here in many eases on account of the telegraph wirus—the
frame and whecls are taken off, and a gentle descent is ob-
tainod by stretching the escape dingonally from the window
to which it is fastened.  As to the rest, the illustration speaks
sufficiently for itself,

THE RHIP WRECK.

In this fine picture Turner's great geniua is fully exerted;
and his power of representing tho aea and sky, in their most
tempestuous a8’ well ns in their tranquil moods, with u-
equalled force and truth, may be fairly appreciated from this
example, The dismantled and fontdering hulk of a wrecked
vessel 1o dimly seen at no great distance, amidst the lowering




