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Saviour’s death in the work of hnman sal-
vation, But the efleet is produced by its
moral influence on the mind of man.  We
cannot admit it to be the sole procuring
cause. To do so, would be to do nuanifest
injustice to the teachings of Sacred Serip-
ture. Partiality for a favourite doetrine,
and the dread of departing {rom it, may,
and does, induce many excclient people to
overlook very plain passages of holy writ,
when these passages happen to interfere
with the easy enjo{mem of their favourite
notions. Such a elass of persens can per~
ceive a deep and affecting meaning in the
former part of Rom. v, 10, “ when we were
enonies, we were reconciled to God by the
death of his Son,” but they fail to per-
ccive any such deep significance in the
latter part of the samoe verse, “much more,
being reconeiled, we shall be saved by lis
life.”” Here salvation is evidently ascribed
to the life of Christ,—that is,to his teaching
and example. Nowthe candid and impar-
tial student of the Scriptures who is not
bound by any sectarian dogma, will not
close his eyes to the force of such an ex-
pression as this. Parification fvom sin, and
the gift of eternal life, are likewise aserib-
ed in Scripture to obedience en the part of
the believer (1 Pet, 1, 22, Tleb. v, 9. And
salvation, in other places, is said to be ef-
feet2d by hope (Rom. viii. 21), by the
¢ word *° or doctrine of Cluist (James 1. 21),
and by his resurrection (Rom. x. 9, 1 Cor.
xv. 17).  The candid student, we repeat,
cannot shut his eyes to these facts. And
the inference to be drawn from a survey of
the whole, is, that all the agencies men-
tioned have a certain nfluence in the work
of human salvation. We cannot exclude
any of them without oflering disrespect to
the Scriptures, which we profess to take as
our guide. All these saving influences
have come to us through the mission of
Jesus Christ; therefore Jesus Christ is our
Saviour,

‘What is called the “ Orthodox?®? doetrine
of atonement is founded on a partial inter-
pretation of the Scriptures, it does injustice
10 the character of God, and involves ebvious
contradictions. It keepsin view thosetexts
which refer hnman salvation to the death,
or blood of Christ, and overlooks those which
ascribe it likewise to other influences. 1t
represents the Deity as laying bare the arm
of vengeance agaist a perleetly innocent
Leing, whilst the grossly gailty ure permit-
ted to escape. It says that an infiiite sac-
rifice is required for sin, and that Christ, an
infinite being, laid down his life to offer
such a sacrifice- This involves tlie asser-
tion of the death of an infinite being, which
is a palpable contradiction. But this con-
tradiction, we know, is readily covered by
the everlasting plea of mystery,—a plea
which already shelters the dogma of Tran-
substantiation, as well as that of the Trinity,
and which is still broad enough 10 cover
any othersof a similar stamnp which the timi-
dity or credulity of the world will permit to
Le so protected.

We have been led into these remarks on
the doctrine of the Atonemeut by seeing
the letter of Dr. Cox of Brooklyn concerning
the ¢ Orthodox ?* theology of Great Britain.
Dr. Cox is one of the leading * Orthodox
clergymen of the United States, and, as we
noticed in our last number, he dircetly
charges his brethren in Great Britain with
inculeating false and confused views of this
doctrine.  Nay more, he insists that it yet
requires to be thoroughly investigated on
both sides of the Atlantie. He says,

“ The controversy as to the atonement, is soon,
to become the question of the day. Yhey [the
British Theologians] are far behind us in it, and
we have no general proficiency of which to boast.
Still, I am sure that the atonement is the grand
radiating centre of theology ; thut it is under-
stood competently by very few even of our clever
and eminent divines ; that the power of the pul-
pit, and the glory of religion, requires a thorough
philesophical eclaircisement of that transcendent
theme. Jhear grave and erudite preachers everyt
where making broad and sweeping assertions,
which I am sure they have not proved, and
which I' know are not true. Indeed, they are
legalising, strained, confused, and blundering to
the svuls of their auditors.”

This is plainly spoken,and we believe it to
be true. We believe that ¢ arthodoxy,’” not-
withstzmding the marvellous light of which
it boasts, still {inds itself surrounded by a
mist.

¢ The controversy asto the Atonement,”
Dr. Cox thinks, “is soon to become the
question of the day.”” How theDoctorand his
brethren will settle ity we will not venture
to surmise. We hope, however, that they
will perceive the simplicity of the Gospel,
and be contented to rest there, The doc-
trine has undergone several important modi-
fications at the hands of theologians already.
For the information of our readers, we com-
mence in our present number the publica-
tion of a sketch of its hListory, which we
commesd to the careful pernsal of all.

“ EVANGELICAT, ALLIANCE.”

Dr. Davidson, formerly Professor of Biblical
Criticism for the Irish Calvinistic Presbyte-
rians in the Royal College, Belfast, and now
cceupying a similar situation iy the Tanca-
shire Independent College, for the English
Calvinistic Congregationalists, has witten a

letter, which appeared in the London Patriot,
in which he males strictures on some of the
proceedings of the Alliance, and withdraws
from connection with it. A part of his letter
throws important light on the state of opinion
regarding the cternity of future punishments.
He is a studious and accomplished man, and
his testimony on this point we consider very
valuable,

“ Some procecdings of that Conference creat-
ed in me considerahle dissatisfaction. I allude
particularly to two propesitions, inserted in what
is termed the ¢ Doctrinal basis.’ In one of these,
statements are made by which the Friends and
many of the Plymouth Virethren are excluded ; in
the other, the doctrine of the immertality of the
soul, the cternal blesscdness of the righteous, and
the eternal punishment of the wicked, is pro-
pounded. My objection to thesc propostiions is,
that they exclude many Christians, It is not
diticult to foreicll the reception which the elause
relating to the everlasting punishment ot the
wicked will meet with among a uumber of
thinking men in this country. 1 give no opinion
at present on the scripturality or unseripturality
of it, as this iz not necessary for my purpose.
But I know taen, of whose Christianity there
can be, in my opinion, no doubt, who hesitate
about receiving the dogtrine of punishment li-
terally cternal. 1 belicve, too, there are many
highly intelligent Christians all over Englund,
(not at all Unitarian,) both ministers and lay-
men, who are cither averse to the doctrine, or
have not at all satlictently studied it, so as 10 be
prepared to subscribe it.  Tu Germany, all the
leading evangelical elergy and people, with the
excepiion of lengstenberg, and perbaps 'Tho-
luck, will not adopt it.  Sueh men as Neander,
Nitzach, Julius Muller, Ulhuani, Kucke, Bleck,
&e., reject it, if I am not greatly wistaken ; and
thousands of pious Germans do the same.

« I object, therefore, to these two prepositions,
on the ground of their exclusiveness. In my
opinion, they shut out from the associntion men
whom God will not shut out from heaven. They
would have excluded such men as John Foster
and John Milton.” &e.

With regard to creeds also, Dr. D. ex-
presses himself very plainly. IHe not only
olijects to the creed of the Alliance, but to
creeds - generally, - MHe aflirms rightly that
¢ occlesiaslical history shows their inutility
and positive injuriousness.”?: ¢ On the pre-
sent occasion,> he continues,

“ A creed is particularly objectionable, be-
cause the piety of a man is not manifested by the
complexion of his doetrinal belief. Life is the
test of true veligion, * Iy their froits ye shall
know them.’ Conduet is the great index to man
of the conformity of his fellow-man to the spirit
of the Gospel.” .

This is truly spoken, and well.  So is this:

“ The Almighty has drawn no line in the
Scriptures by which poor hamanity might ascer-
tain the nmount of doctrine to be belicved in or-
der to salvation. INorlas he given any warrant
whatever for dividing true Christians into more
orthedox and less orthodox ; into those whom
we can love readily, heariily, easily, with whom

Inquirer promises to be, is required in many
other places beside.  In suying this, we do
not mean o insinuate anything agaiust the
two excellent Boston papers—the Christian
Register and Christian World—Dboth of which
are well sustained, and for whose Editors
we have great respect- But the moral at-
mosphere of the eapital of New England, in
its etleet upon Unitarianism, is entirely dif-
ferent from that of almoest every other place.
In Boston, Unitarianism has many chchies
and a meltitude of supporters. It is in-
ftuentjul, and cannot be frowned upon, and
jostled out of existence by popular ortho-
doxy. The position-of the Unitarians of
Joston prevents them from perceiving the
constant necessity of “ explaining, defend-
ing, and enforcing ? the distinguishing doe-
trines of the Unitarian faith, Ilence, inthe
Boston religious papers couneeted with our
denomination, we liave comparatively little
doctrinal discussion, They have quite
enough, we presume, for their own latitude,
but certainly not enongh for other latitudes.
Montreal, for example, reqnires muel more
of it than is seen in the Christiun Register
ov Christion World, To supply this defeet,
and to penetrate somewhat farther into the
“waste and wilderness?? of Cunada, this
unpretending sheet was set on foot some
threc years ago.  New York city and state,
vequire a bold and open discussion of the
dilferences Letween liberal views of Cliris-
timiity and the doetrines of peputarorthodoxy.
very one who perceives the blighting in-
flnence which sucl orthodoxy has on the
human mind, erushing the spirit of free in-
quiry by frightenin

tie maltitudes whon it
cuntiet convinee, will agree with us as to the
neeessity of bestining owrselves to fice so-
ciety from its disustrons dowination,  This
is nof sneh a matter of mdiflerence s sorne
excellent persons seem to think it is. The
evil we complain of is veal, visible, unde~
niable. It is Ly uo rmeans neeessary that
theological controversy should be of the un-
candid, ungenerous charnctor that it too
frequently exhibits.” If candour and gon-
erosity must necessarily be hmmolated at
its shirine, we should stand far from it. Bnt
it is not so.  Error can be exposed without
aerimony, and the truth can be spoken in
love,  This is the conrse which the Chris-
tian Inquirer proposes lo lake, and, without
baling our good wishes for any existing
Jourtial of our denomination, we wish it all
suCeess.

We subjoin the terms of subscription :—

Terms—Twao dallars -and fifty cents per
annwn, delivered by the earrier; and two
dollars to mail subseribers: in all cases in
advance. Single copies, six ecnts,  Sub-
scriptions reccived at the Reading-Room
of the Associution, at the bookstore of C. S.
Franeis & Co., 252, Broadway ; or at 143,
Grecue Street.

CONVENTION AT PHILADTIPIIA.

The Autumnal Unitarian Convention met in the
First Congregational Church, Philadelphia, on
‘Tuesday, 20ty October, and was called 1o order
by the Rev, Mr. Lothrop, of Boston, Chairman
of the Commiittee of Arrangements. The follow-
ing gentlemen were unanimously elected officers
of the Convention 1=

we ean enjoy sweet fillowship 3 and those whom
it is more dillicult to love and sympathize with,
because they believe rather little.  On the con-
trary, the Scriptures teach us to love all who
bear the Saviour's image. Such as give practi-
cal evidence of loving the Saviour must be most
loved.  To them will the believer {eel atiracted
more easily than to such as exhibit less of the
Redeemer's image.”

4 A waord fitly spoken,? how beautiful itis !
It is ¢ like apples of gold in pictures of
silver.””  While that company of ¢loving
bigots,’” as the Alliance has been well term-~
ed, were striving to make Heaven as narrow
as possible, and exclude as many as they
could, there were some among their number
to revolt at their proceedings, and raise a
voice in favour of the essential principle of
the Gospel. Several oihers, we believe,
have seceded as well as Dr. Davidson.

“THE CHRISTIAN INQUIRER.”

This is tl:e title of a weekly journal re-
cently established in New York, ¢ one of
the main objects of which is to explain, de-
fend, and enforce Unitarian views of Chris~
tianity.”> We are much gratified to find
that our {riends in the leading commereial
city of the United States have suceceeded
in carrying this, their cherished project, into
execution. The first numbers have reach-
ed us, and they bear the mark of careful-
ness and ability on the part of those con-
cerned in the management. The acciden-
tal and melancholy death of the gentleman
originally engaged as Editor, will not, as

we learn from private sources, interfere
with the continuanee of the paper.

A Unitarian newspaper was required in
New York. Such an one as the Christian

President,—Rev. F. Parkman, D.D. Boston.

Vice-Presidents,—Walter R, Johnson, Linq.,
Philadeiphia ; 1on. Albert Fearing, Boston ; Rev.
F. A. Yarley, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Secretaries,—Rev. AR Pope, Kingston, bMass,
and Rev. Thomas Hill, Waltham, Mass,

‘The Rev. Dr. Parkmian opened the proceed-
ings by appropriate remarks; and the Rev. Mr.
Furness, pastor of the churely, offered o cordial
areeling and welcome to the members,

Rev. 8r. Lothrop stated the order of exercises,
and read the following Resolutions, as those to
be -offered for the counsideration of the Con-
vention ;— .

¢ Resolved, That in holding our first con-
vention in the city of William Penn, we would
express our respect for Lis Cluistiun character
and services, our sympathy with his humane and
spiritual views, and our earnest hope that they
may have increasing power over the minds of
Christian people, and the poliey of Christian
nations.” .

« Resolved, That the state of meorals in
our country, the condition of the Christinn
Church at large, and of that portion within our
own field is such, us to give us deep solicitude
for the future, to move us 1o thorough exmmina-
tion of our hearts and ways, and cail us to a
solemn consideration of our spiritnal wants, and
the means of promoting more faithfully the cause
of Christ.”

« Nesolved ‘That we insist now, as heretofore,
upon the daty of all Christians to labor to extend
the gospel and its influcnce throughout the
world, and whilst we rejoice in what hag been
done among ourselves for the distant places of
our land, and especially among the destitute of
our towns and cities, we lament that so much
apathy exists upon the whole subject, an.{ would
regard all that has been accomplished bat as the
begining of a great work, to which we are called
of God and our own consciences.”

Sermons were preached by the Rev. T2, B. Hall,
of Providenee, R. 1., and the Rev. F. i Hedge,

of Bangor, Me, . ’

The Convention was conducted throughout iu
a truly free and Christian spivit, und was charae-
terized by great carnestness of purpose.

On the 21st, about 300 ladies and gentlemen
sat down to an clegant collation provided by
the friends in Philadelphia,  ‘This ¢ family party’
was, by the unanimous consent of ull present, ane
of the pleasantest ever held.

Tue Lowt's Svrrer.—''he usual semi-annunl
Communion was held in the Unitarian Church of
this city, on Sunday morning, the 8th instant,—
For the information of ouy friends at a distance,
we may state that there were Bighty Communi-
cants.  Sixteen of these, on that occasion joined
the Unitarian cotmunion {or the first time, most
of them having been formerly in communion with
T'rinitarian Churches.—T'he moring service was
devoted wholly to the ordinance. 1t was a sacred
and deeply interesting oceasion, and we have
every reason o hope that those who sat down to
commemorate the death of their Lord, rose with
their souls relreshed, and their love 1o Him
strettgthened.  Day the divine influences of the
occasion constantly abide in our heurts.

Uxrraniasisy 1w Bostron.—There are in Bos-
ton twenty-five regularly ordained Unitarinn
winisters, and settled over as many religious
societies, and one unscttled clergyman who min-
isters to another congregation—making twenty-
sixin all.  Five of these nre connected with the
ministry atlarge. ‘The whole nmmber receive
salaries to the amount of §42,000 annually. The
bouses in which they preach, and the sies on
which the churches stand, ure estimated to be
worth §800,000,

It is remarked as o curious coincidence, that
br. Everett, the recent United States Minister
to England, aud Mr. Bancroft, just appointed to
the satne post, were both formerly Unitarian
clergymen.

¢ FAMILY CHRISETIAN ALMANAC,” for 1B4T.

WWa have accideatally et witha copy of this Almannc,
which makes high pretensious to a religious character, cad
proposes in its prospectus to given list of all the religious
denominations in the country, and ministers connected
therewith,  We turned to it with some interest, hut were
catirely disuppointed in the information wesought, It will
be remembered thet sduring the Iest Session of” the Provincial
Parlinment ngaot deal of attention wus given to the claims
{or privileges of certain religious  societies desominated
respectively, ¢ Bible Christians,” ¢ Christian Universalists,”
and * Clirixtions”  We had a desire to seo where theso
worshipping socicties were lognted, but we find no mention
of them whatever in this publication.  This we confess sur-
prised us, considering its pret 1t is very desirablo
thut every fucility should bz given to the public, fur nscer-
taining the character and conditivn of religivus sucigties
seeking privileges from the Legislature, ~ Of the ¢ Bible
Christians,™ we do not preteud to know anything further
than their existence in certain parts of Ceneda,. 'Of the
* Chiristinn Universnlists,” we kaow little, save that they
inve some dozen congresationa,  OF the * Christians,” we
know something. We know thnt they liave between twon-
ty and thirty churches in the country--¢rzanized in the
« Cannda Christian Conference,”—In the Legisintive Ses-

sion befure st they had the privilego of holding lands tur
religious ptrposes, granted to them, We have been iy one of
their places of worship in the thriving villnge of Oshawa,
on the shore of Linke Ontario. The “ Christian Chapel **
there is one of the moest prominent buildings in the place,
well fimshed, and cupuble of seating six or seven hundred
persons,  1n this village, likewise, the * Canada Chiristinn
Conference®  publish o religions newspaper, called the
¢ Christinn Luminory,”  Now, theze are prominent fucts,
und we sro glad of this opportunity of bringing them befure
the public. ‘Ihe compiter of the * Family Christian Al-
manae " either kuew them, or hedid uot.  It'he knew them
wned withheld them, then he is deficient in integrity,  1f he
did pot know them, then he is wanting in intelligence.
Aud, in either cuse, he is disquulilied for the task he hus un-
dertnken.

According to the Chinese map of the world, it is snid
thue Ching vecupies nearly the wisole spuce,—but a small
portion heing allowed for uny other nation or people.  Tho
Almanne beture us geems constructed on the principls of the
Chinanun’s map.  We know nothing of the compiler, but
swe can see clearly that it is the work of pletistic ortho-
doxy. "T'he Romun Catholics were rather numerous to bo
blotted out of this *orthadox ™ map, Rut the other de-
nominations verging in the opposite direction of # hetero-
duxy ** ure qnite overiookal, us nouentities.  ‘I'ho Chinese,
"c::?l:.\l.illls" lwwever, are beginning to open their oyes nnd
pereeive that China does nut occupy the whale eurth, nud
thnt the * barbarians ** are somebuody and live somewhere,
although they do not shave their heads sl wenr caes, like
themseves,  And we hurc that *orthodox ™ individunls,
such us the compiler of the Almanac, willsoon imitate the
wood example gt them by the illustrious people of the
Celestinl Jmpires  We hope they too will soon beenabled
to open their eyes and perceive, that *orthodoxy * does not
mongpolise the whole of Christendom, ind that the “hetero-
dox ™ are renliy somebody, snd bhave w ‘lecal habitation
and n name,’ although they do not eonform precisoly to
thair Jending peculinnties. .

The present uotice gives us an opportunity to offer another
remiark which we nre desirous should be kept in view by
the public. Thut is—the catire want of condor shown by
orthodox publications, generally, when anything conneet-
cd with Unitarienism {8 concerned.  In looking over the
tist of Sabbuth Schiwols of this city, aa givon in the * Family
Christine Alwnnne,' page 120, we see no mention made of
the school in cognection with the Unitarinn chureh. Yot
there is one, and it hus been fur yenrs, and has a superin-
tendent, and teuchers, and scholurs, as well ns uny of tho
uthers. The compiler must Jmve knowa the fuct of the ex-
istence of the Uniturinn Sundny School, for its hour of
meeting is _mutked in the tabular furm on the preceding
e, Agninin the Jist of © Newspapers aud Perodicnls ™
presented on puge 12, no meation is made of this paper,
yotthe BinLE CIHRISTIAN hus been in oxistence quite ns
long ashalf of those given, We sllluuld not have placed
any inpurtanee on the fucy of 1s being included, nnd we
anly notice its omission with the view of illustrating the un-
just systematic efforts which are constantly exerted against
Jiberal views of Chiristinnity, by popular orthodoxy, Aguinst
such unfiirness we make our sppenl, to all candid minds,
of every creed.  When nn Ahunnac is compiled and sold
profusscdly for the information of the public at lurge, they
have o right to demand that the informuation sh_(mlll be
honesthy nud fully given.,  The suppression ol truth is as bud
ns the suggestion of fuisel , it the ion of an
Almunane us well us in everything alse, .

We fear that it will be found erruncous in othor respecte
likewise. ‘I'nke, fot instance, thy item of inteliigence direce-
Iy benouth tint just noticed. Itisof the “Govermment of the
United States. There we Iuwe_Gcorgc Buneroft sot down
us Secretury to the Navy, But i3 not George Baneyofl the .
Miuister fron the United Stotes to the Court of CGrent
Brituin 7 We hnve ncither time nor spuce, howerer, to

nutice ity incorrectaess more ut lurge.




