
106 On the Duties and awful Responsiblity of Parents.

A failure in this important obligation may lay the foundation of degra-
dation and misery for generations to come, not in this world only, but
in an endless eternity. How littie do many parents consider tbis'
startling probability; how few are they who learn to look with anxr
ous eyes on their children as the heirs of immortality, or who are
ready to bestow.one tenth'part of that attention to their eternal des&
tination which thèy'willingly'devote to their transitory and uncertaia'
sojourn in this, the first stage of an existence which shall never knoW
a close.

We toil for ouxrchildren th'atthey may receive an education whidl
shall fit thém to hold a high station in this.world; we are never wear
of watching over their earthly interests ; and we cheerfully deny or
sclves even the comforts of life, that*we may leave them wherewitha
to support the station here wlitch our ambition covets for them; j bt,
did we look fo-ward a li'ttle faither into that eternal world which the
gospel énalls us to view with prophetic vision, and consider thaât
thpse béloièd ones depend greatly on us for their portion there, hò#
vain, hàiw trfling, how valueless, would the honors and rewards O
this'world appéar in the coiiparison, even were the Ihighest dreams Mo
parental ambition certain to bë realised. There is no compromising
in thiê duty, for who wouild willingly be responsible for the conse&
quences of iLs neglect. We may satisfy our own consciences by takih'#
our children to churéh, and rwe iay teach then many formal obser
vances of reliéon, and we may occsionaflly labour to impress on thb#
yQung midds, by good precepts, the hnportance of the subject;' but
children are aëute obse-vers éven in thëir infancy, and they are in
great degree the creatures of habit and of imitation. If they discoveÇ
ihat their parents' conduct belies their instructions; if they see that$
those to *hom they look for patterns serve Mammon rather than setW4
Gd tfiat they attach more isnportance to the things of this woik'
tl an 'to the thirig" of eternity, they will naturally imbibe with theitJ
earliest iiiireàsions the same fatal ihdifflerences to religion, and scarcne
]y be àwakened to a true sénèe of itsabecesoity i their after lives.
is thui ihat the sins of the fathers are visited on the third and fouKa
geneiratiodn and when parental duty haà been faithfully fulfllled, an#
the love äd tiie feàr ofGod carefúlly inculcated, then it is that He shoW
inèrctínfthöusands of those who kèep bis commandurents. The seé
timents, and j"inéiles, abd lfàbitg of'paehts,- prticulirly in re!ligiM*;
matters, are an inheritance to their descendants, and no one cati
in what generation the polluioñnšhiill cease from bad example, or
blessinj be lost wl4ich is the fruit of a good one. Can the fond fath'<
who looksproudly upon his rising offs;pring,-ean'the mother, wuýï
bas noùrlthed theiw at· er bosom, who bas Wafched early and Jate
their sakes, with ùmwearied tenderness and care, endure the the
that, foi théir neglect, those beloved children may be the heir
eternal misery rather than the sharers of eternal bappiness ; and tbs


