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THE CHRISTIAN.

Decomber, 1888,

As many as gladly rocoived His word, or *‘as
many as wore determined for otornal life " be.
lieved and wore baptizod, and wero added to tho
saved.

Tu recapitulate. We think we have medo it
cloar that to rendor this vorss as in the common
vorsion conflicts with the plain tvaching of the
word of God, hence cannot be correct. \Weo have
also shown that the same word which in this verse
is tronslated ** ordain," is correctly remdered in
Acts xv. 2 ““ dotormined.” Jt has also boun shown
that the wurd determined, or disposed, expresses a
state of the mind ossential to a geriptural faith.
And from the instances givon it is plain that such
was the actual atate of the heart and mind of thoso
who did beliove, and gladly receive, the word of the
apcstles. We therofore boliove it to be in har-
mony with the tvachings of the Spirit to read this
ascripturo as follows: ‘‘As many as wero doter-
mined for oternal life, bolivved.”

Port Williams, Nov 21, 1888,

THE OMNIPOTENCE OF [HEART
POWER.

BY W. H. ROGERS.

It is hoart that wins. It is heart that conquers.
The Leart conquers becauso it wins,

God is love. God is omnipotent because God is
love. DMau's strength is in man’s hoart, A mighty
muscle i8 yet a flabby muscle, unless it bo filled
with the bloud of a largo warm hoart. A mighty
brain is yet a weak brain, if underneath it there
lio a sluggish heart. A small hoart will shrivel a
largo purse. A large heart will awell a smalt
purse, It takes more power tosubdue mankind
into loving obedience than it does to dash mankind
to pieces. The Almighty’s arm can dash man to
pieces. It takes the Almighty's heart to buird man
up and save him. There is no mastery liko heart
mastery. ‘‘I know men,’ said Napnleon, *‘ and I
know that Jesus Chriat was not a man. Every-
thing about Him astonishes mo. His spirit over-
whelms me. Alexander, Charlomagne and I have
conquered empires, but upon what rests the croation
of our geuius! Upon forco! Jesus Christ cou-
quered His empire by love, and to-day there are
millions that would die for Him.”

Wo talk of the failure of tho church to reach the
masses. In our towns and cities of the United
States, thore is a population ranging all the way
from fifty-two to seventy-one per cent. that never
attonds any service of the church, except it be a
funeral. In this respect, the church is not hike its
groat Head, even Jesus the Christ, for the common
people heard Him gladly. The church is hard and
cold, the Mauster waa warm and tendor,

The church is concerned with dogma. The
Master was concern.d with duty to the perishing
whom He came to seek and to save.

The church wrangles over theories. The Master
was loving and practical. The church has all the
brain and all the bullion that is necessary for the
accomplishment of its work, It lacks that other B,
namely, benovolence. It lacks heart. We talk
about tho neod of system, aud of organization,
my conviction is that what wo most need ia life.
With more life we can do with less organization.
Lifo will systematize itself with great simplicity.
The church has ever been full of the discussion of
the details of organization. Tho Master wis fall
of life, He is full of lifo.

The church talks about the methods of gotting at
men, Christ loved mon and gave Himself for
them,

He gave his infalliblo teaching. He gave His
holy example. He gave His resources of super-
hutian power in miracle. He gave His loving
ministries for the sick and sad and weary and
hungry., Yea! He gave all theso, but Ho gave

more—muck more Hegave Himself, Men give their.

monoy, their doctrmes and dogmas ; they give their
creeds and thoories, their counseland their crotchots
thoir opinions; their songs and sormons, their
talont and oratory, OChrist gave Himself, That
was a wonderful life thet Paul lived. That was a
wonderful service that Paul rondered. How now
aro wo to account for a servico so wonderful, a lifo
oo full of grandeur? Chriet's love was the inspira-
twn of Paul's life and service. The world’s salva-
tion is not the triumph of genius, or of intelloct,
It is the trinmph of heart. Abounding as was the
life of Christ, it was nuv match for an unrogenorato
world until it was poured out for the world,

Christ did not draw all men unto Him by the
splendor of Risgmiracles, nor by the beauty of His
toachings, nor by the sinlessnees of His conduct.
He drew all mer unto Himaolf by being lifted up—
by the cruss. Even God's measurelees love had to
be focalized before it wae sufficiont to draw the
world. It was focolized at the cross, 1 care not,
my brother, how your life may abound in wealth,
in culture, in education or accomplishment. It is
all worth nothing to yourself and worth nothing to
the world uutil you lay it down, until you pour it
out, The life mnust not only be flled, it must be
omptied also, before it can save a soul, and the
largust fulness will come by the completest empty-
ing.

I seo Paul as ho spends his nfe and allows it to
bo spent for the Corinthians, saying, that he is
willing thus to do though the more abundantly he
loves the less he be loved.

I sco him in his stripes and imprisonments, i
his stonings, in his perils, by land and by sea ; in
hie perils among robbers and his perils among false
hrethren; in his hungerings, thirstings and fast-
ings so often. 1 soe all this, and 1 ask, How did
Paul live such a life? Let Paunl answor: The love
ufl Christ constraineth me, said he. Paul's heart
had been touched. It had been touched by a
higher heart, a larger heart. L>t Paul answer
again: The life I nuw live, I live not of mysoelf, but
by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave
Iimself for me,

It was ali heart power.
of heart.

Mighty are the triumphs

A WORTHY WALKX.

To walk worthy of our high calling is to walk in
love. We must be of one mind and one heart. The
unity of God’s children is the essential element 1n
the Christian’s life.  Without it all clse is vain.
However we may walk, and whatever may be our
servico of faith, nothing will avail without
a loving united service, ** Our ** work of faith
always includes the * labor of love."” The love of
Gud in our souls is the cemeut of the chucch. By
this souls are mingled and united as one. And till
thero is this oneness or unity of hearts all our efforts
towards a worthy walk must be vain and worthless,
Road carefully Paul's lotter to the Phillippians.
Hero you will find that the Christian walk or life
hinges on tho unity of the church. ‘¢ Lot your
manner of life ba worthy of tho Gospel of Christ
that whether I come and see you, or be absout, I
may hear of your state that you stand fast in one
spirit with one soul, striving for tho faith of the
gospol.” ““ Fulfil yo my joy, that ye be of the
same mind, havinyg the same love, being of one nc-
cord, of one mind.” ‘¢ Nevertheless whereto wo
have attained, let us walk by the same rule, lot us
mind the samo things,” I beseech Eucdia and I
besecch Syntyche to ba of the same mind in the
Lord,” Thislove and unity with ecach other brings
ug into the fellowship with the Father and with His
Son Jesus Christ. “* If we say we have fellowship
with Him and walk in darkness, we lie and do not
the truth. But if we walk in the light as He is in
the light, we have followship one with another.”

In this we see that our union with God depends.

upon our union with cach other. To be out with
my brother ia to ba out with God. To walk in the
light is to walk in love and peaco with each other,
and this only is & *‘ worthy walk.” Thexe is an
apparent unity among brothron sometimes where
there is not this ¢ law of love.” How do we ac-
count for this? The same as in all associations,
They are libld togother by the law of sucizl affinity
rather than by love, In all such union you will
tind only those who are equal in social standing and
in natural and like affinities. This is caste, and
should be cast out of religious eociety — snd is,
wherever love is allowed to dwell. This kind of
union or aflinity of like natures is not the kind that
oits down with ** publicans and sinnors.” Tho
unity of Christian hearts is above the likes aud
dislikes of uoregenerated nature. It is a union
begutten by the love that soeks not her van; a love
that is withont dissimulation, a love that ¢ minds
not high things, but condescends to men of low
estato.” This love of God so deep, so strong,
not only unites us to the finite, but to the infinite.
We are all one in Christ, The fatherhood of God
is alwaya found in the brotherhood of man. The
relation of father and son is veciprocal. To become
a son or child of God, we becone His possession
and He bocomes our portion, For ** the Lord’s
possessions is His people,” and the Lozd is the
purtion of His people.” \Wo know that this
blessed sacred union and wmutual possession can
only be effected by love, as persons can posiess
persons only by mutual saympathy and communion
and love. We can 81y that ‘“ thou art mine ” only
when wo say ‘“ wo ure thine,” Horo is where we
seo the true Chcistian life or **worthy walk,” a
life of love, for love is our life, ¢ what thou lovest
thou livest,” It is the root, the ground and the
centre of life. Hence our life is in God, for
wherever we fiud luve we find God, for * God is
love.” This principle of life is too broad to be
narrowed or limited by the narrow ties of blood
relation, or to be made subservient to the modern
customs of socioty. It embraces in its domain the
world, tho rich, the poor, the high, the low, the
friend, the foe. It makes of all one new man in
Christ, and s0 makes peace. It broaks down all
the divisions that destroys the happiness of man,
It destroys all hatred and strife that so mars the
prosperity of society, It is the principle that en-
riches onr whole nature, not a part of it, so thay’
wo escapo narrow-mindedness; and although life's
circle is cut into segments, ¢ yet all lines are equal
if drawn from the centre to the circumference.”

It would be the height of folly to suppose that
any life is worth livin; that has not this love and
unity of hearts. The word of God has no place
for a religivn that has not this union, It discards
in the strongest terms all service that is not actu.
ated with love. ¢ It is as worthless and as useless
as ‘sounding brass oc a tinkling cymbal.' "

We are conscious howgver of the fact that this
unity of life and heart is respected by many, both
theorotically and practically, They profess to be-
liove that as we are so diverse in our nature, and
8o multiform in our ideas and opiniors, it would
be uttorly impossible tu be united in heart. The
fallacy of this is scen in the history of the primi.
tivo church. The early disciples wore, evidently,
as diverse in their nature as we are, and yet they
were one in Christ. If our constitutional and
theoretical differences compel us to divide in re-
ligious matters, why not divide us in our secular
matters? How isit that two or three or more can
co-uporate in a joint stock cowpany, but in the
more important business for the Lord thoy dis-
cover that their like. and dislikes are so different
it is impossible to co-operate? Aa half-eye cun
seo that the difticulty is not in the diversity of
nature and opinions, but the lack of love which is
the cementing prinociple. Who would suppose
that wood, brick and stone could not be united



