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CHANGING ERAS.

Sigus are not lacking pointing to trade,
commerce, labor, finance aund all indus-
tries, slowly yot steadily, adjusting them-
selves to changed conditions, 1t seewms
to bo the history of civilized countries in
general, that business depressions and
also prosperity come in about so wmauny
years. In tracing these eras it wust be
admitted that they spring primarily from
man's inventive brain, Take for instance
steam as a moter and ib revolutionized all
business interests. By it the output of
every article farmed and every article
manufactured weroe largely increased aud
ab the sam timo at a lessencd _th
Transportation was influsnced in a ? “mi-
lur manner. Temus gave way to'rail-
ways, and sailing vessels to steamers,
thue annihilating space and time. With
steam came improved machinery of every
deseription, which also played an impor-
tant part.  These cf anged conditions
naturally caused over productivn, trade
depressions, financial disturbances and
labor unrest with its twin brother, strikes,
the order ; all of which coutinued with
more or less severity until conteuding
forces had tume to adjust themselves to
the new order of things, Following
steam came e¢lectricity. The catching
and chaining of this ether to do man’s
work has brought about a new era not-
withstanding its sceming infancy. As a
motor it premises to outrival steam m
cheapuess and horse-power, while in
other ways it is superceding the old order
of things. By it distant points denied
facilities for generating steam power ata
low range of cost, are now placed in po-
gition to secure & motor much arore pow-
erful.  With electricity comes 1mprove-
ments in machinery which act an impoit-
ant part in increasing the output of wnan-
ufactured goods of every kind. As these
cheipened under zn over-supply, all in-
dustries, labor as well, folt its unfavor-
able influence, causing depressions and
more or less demoralization along all
lines. It is this, from which we appear
to be emerging, but until idle labor
thrown out of work by changed condi-
tions find employmens in other dirce-
tions, unrest will still be the order ; yet it
would seem as if the new conditions are
being slowly but surely uccepted by all
interests, and us this obtains, confidence
returns and prosperity grows until an-
other new era of productive forces are
ushered in.—San Francisco Herald of
Trade.
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‘“KI{LL OFF THE SEALS!

Disgruntled and disappointed because |

they cannot have a fiee hand with the
seal of the DPucific coast, that the
tribunal to which they referved their al-
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leged grievance against Great Britain has
decided against them and that the regula-
tions upon whose adoption they had
counted so much have proved to be utter-
ly disappcointing, certain members of the
U. 8. Congress are endeavoring to pro-
mote legislation tv provide f r the killing
of all the seal upon the Pribyloff’ islunds.
There is no pretension on the part of the
prowmoter of the bill or the members of
the Cungress that the regulations have in
any way been departed from, but while
observing them to the letter, since
their adoptivn the senlers have been able
to take more seals than ever before,
This, by the way, has been on the co st
and io Behring Sea during the open sea-
son., A report on the subject written by
Mr. Wilson, who takes the responsibili y
of advocating the massacre, shows that
from the years 1886 to 1889, inclusive,
the catch averaged asbout 103,00 seals
yearly, it dropped to 25,701 in 1890 and
to 14,406 in 3891, which is about 600 less
than the catcl for the last year. “We
thus witness,” the repore adds, “a s'eady
increase in the Awmerican herd of seals
killed at sea year after year, accompanied
by a steady decrease in the number taken
on the Pribyloft islands, until the climax
is reached in the season just expirdd,
when more than 53,000 were killed at sea
as against 15,000 on-the islands.

Special reference is mado to the alle-
gation that three-fourths of the pelagic
¢:steh were gravid femalo seals, while the

and it has been duly anthenticated—
that if temale serls have been taken,
mavy more of them have beun discoverad
in the takes of the Americau =calers than
in the far larger total catch of the Brit-
ish Columbia schooners  ‘Throughoat
this miserable sealing matter our neigh-
bors have manifested a weanuess and dis-
regard for truth and facts that is to their
supreme discredit, and whe her or not
their general allegation be true that the
race of seals is rapidly pussing out, it is
foolish for them having sgreed to bo
bound by the findings of a tribunal to
whose selection they wera purtees of the
tirst part to proposs to utterly destroy
those which are to be fuund n their own
wators.  Evon should G et Britain con
sent to the proposed ulternative of an-
other joint conference it is hardly likely
that its members will cudorsc tho pre
tensions of our neighbs, who boun
themselves by the decisivns of the Paris
tribunal, but finding the rcsults against
them, now propuse a tort of coup de
theatre, which, however, it might succeed
as between individuals is not the sort of
thing to exetrise »n influence among
natons  We have, however, ounly an-
other demons ration of the lengths to
which their avarice and greed will lead an
otherwise respectable and generally con-
sidered honorable people,

Wheun terrified, the ostrich is said to
travel at the rate of twenty-five miles an

island catch were carefully selected males.
However this may be, the fuct remains—

hour and clears twelve to fourteen feet
at a stride. ’



