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Diet and Medleine In China.

A writer in the Cornhi// A!giazinze re-
marks that the connonly received opinion
that the Chinese as a nation habitually
feed on rats and mice is quite erroncoue,
tlough in the city of Canton " s)atchcock'
rats-that is, rats spht open and dried-
are conmonly sold in the streets for edible
purposes. Boiled rat is supposed to Ie
good for rheumatismî and chills, and also
to make the hair grow more rapidly. 'lle
flesh of camels, donkeys, and goats, is
regularly eaten, without much regard bc
ing had to the nianner in which the an-
mais mcet their death ; birds' nests of
gelatinous nature and sea slugs are invari-
ably present at first-class Chinese feasts,
and humani milk is hawked about for sale
in Amoy, old men being the purchasers.
Turties' sinews are considered good for
pains in the joints, and in Nanking there is
a local customn of chewing horses' sinews.
*he skn and bones of deceased clephants
are kept for the Emperor's consumption
when uniwell, and His Majesty's father is
said to have been cured of sone malady
by means of donkey's skiin, whilst ground
rhinoceros horn is considered to be of
great therapeutic virtue. Sharks' fins are
nearly always given with a big dinner,and
castor oit is said to be sometimes used in
cookery. Vild Manchurian ginseng is
described worth its weight in gold. It is
used as a food tonie, and marvellous
"repairing " qualities are attrihuted to it.

PreservIng Leeches.

T he Pharmaceutische Zeéiung recoin-
mends the following manner of keeping
leeches. A thin layer of coarse washîed
sand is strewn on the bottom of the con-
tainer, together with sone clean washed
straw. This requires renewal every six
months, and according to the season, the
water-of which about one litre suffices
ten lecches-must more or less frequently
be replaced, thoroughly cleaning the jar
each tinie. Treated in this nianner, the
leeches retain their vitality almost indei-
nitely, so that a loss is only very rarely
met with.

Poisoning by Areca Nut.

Dr. E. H. Cook records a case of dog
poisonng by powderd areca nut. A table-
spoonful was mixed witn half a teacupful
of castor oil, and divided amongst four
Dachshund puppies. In less than five
minutes they expernenced great difficulty
in breathing, coughed slightly, and feul
down on or.. :ide. An emeticofsaltand
water hai the desired effect in two cases,
but the other two puppies gradually got
weaker and died in ten minutes. A third
dog died five hours later, in spite of the
successful administration of the emetic.
An alkaloidal substance was subsequently
found in the dogs' stonachs, but in% too
small quantity to ascertain whether or not
it was arecoline. No other injurious sub.
stance could be detected. - Chemical.
Newvs.

Wltch Hazol Extract.

'Flc following is taken fron a recent
numblier of C/fiin's Drulgist, a monthly
issued by a drug jobbing firi: As a
household reaaedy vatch hazel extract is
valiable only wlen properly made frotui
the truc witch hazel shruh, gathered at
the proper time of the year, distilling it
with pure spring water, and then addmng
the proper quantity of pure grain alcohol.
We know that iucl imferior vitch hazel
extract has been sold to grocers. depart-
amrent stores, and to Others who have no
way of testing the quaity of the goods.
We knov that wood alcoliol, which is a
poison internally and an irritant exter-
nally, is often ued instead of grain
alcohol, and as wood alcohol costs eighty-
ive to unety cents a gallon less thanî

grain alcohol, the mferior witch hazel is
ofien sold at a mucih lower pnice than
that niade with pure grain alcohol. We
also know that mucih of the witch hazel
sold as 15 per cent. is not over to or 12
per cent. proof, and in many cases wood
alcohol at that. We know that many
who are travelling to sell te article do
not know a good article from a poor one,
and they cannot tell how it is made, or
from what part of the shruli, or the pro-
cess of makmng ; in fact, they are sellhng
goods they know nothing about. and for
which the buyer has to stand all the re-
sponsibihty. Some muakers of witch hazel
claim they add the alcohol to the shrub
befure da8îUIang, hus getting .a trunger
extract. Buyers of witch hazel should
not be taken in by this claim. WVe very
much doubt if this is ever done. Even
so, anlyonc vhao knows anything about
distilling knows that as soon as the still
is started the alcohol would separate at
once from the witch hazel shrtiu, making
a loss of alcohol and waste of labor.
Witch hazel is often offered at a less price
pier gallon than the genuine article would
cost if fortified vith grain alcohol.

Yohimbebe Bark and Yohimbln.

'he natives of Cameroon have long
understood the powerfuil aphrodisiac
properties of the rind of a tree knîown as
the yohimbebe, nd nake use of it for
such purposes. h'le rind is of a chnce
late browns color, cxtremeily hard, and
ranges froui balf an inch to an inch in
thickness.

Professor L Spiegel lias succeeded in
isolating an alkaloid which he named
yolimbin. Wlhen employl> cd as an ah)ro
disiac, yohimnbin produces renarkable
effects on the human franie. 'The aika
loid crystallizes fromi ai alcoholic solution,
in white needles of a dullish lustre, which
meit at 231° C. They dissolve with
difliculty in water, but are readily amena-
bIle to most other solvents.

In addition to this alkaloid, a second
base, yohimbinin, mielting between 105a
and o6° C., has been found.-Chemikcr
Zeitung.

Toxlelty o' Plerlo Acld and Its Salts and
other Derivatives.

'Th. Il ikomny ieports that free pieric
acd is a stro ig poison to aigie but not to
funaaga. Ammohum picrate is poisonous
to the lower organimsms, as is the potas-
s'uni sala. 'Fiey are ahnost as active as
the free acid. the toxicity of whici to the
higher .aîmmuals and Io maan1 las not been)
satisfactonly deternî'ncd -o -trobcnz.oic
a(.ad is ver) stronlgly poisoious to algre
and the lower animals, its potassium salt
is lecidedly injarnots to the higiher plaats,
alga: and infusoria, also nitrobelinene,
o-mitro phemiol, and p-mitroplenol are
poisonous in a greater or less delgree.
All the autlhor's eqiermients cornfirnm
Laew's conclusion " that the actinn of the
nitro.group hecomnes enfeebled whlen
strongly iegative grnmps as the carboxyl
or sulpho group are present in the mole
ctle. -Suddetschr Apiotheker-Zritungze.

The Costllest Thing ln the World.

'lhe announcemnent that ciarcoal thrcad
used as filaments in incandescent electrc
lamiîps, costing about $12,000 a pound,
was tie dearest substance m the world.
has elhcited considerable discussion. A
Chacago amthority states that galliu is
vastly more expensive than the sarbion
filament, 1a ; graims of it beimng worth $25.
or about $1 oo.ooo per pounmd. le also
foirmuîshbe a hast of the rart; mettals, Il
thir approximate prices per pound

Berylliun and lanthamnmi. .$io,ooo
Rhodium and thorium...... 6.ooo
Didyniun and ruidiumn. . 4,ooo
Indium and tantalumn .. 3,500
Erbimum, moimnî and yttrimu 3,000
Rhutemmim and vanadit.m 2,ooo

-Kei sone.

Sign Palnting on Glass.

According to Neustr Erfndungen, a
new process lias beei devised, whereby
the design is drawn fil sire on paper.
'Tle letters are tln cut oui, taking care
te keep the edges clean and sharp, and
pasted on tlhe glass, in tle samie postmonl
theýy occupy on the drawing. 'l le glass
ansade of the lundary of tlic n is then
pamited witi tic Luatrund car, cut
taag an sharp rouid the edges of tht-
pasted-on letters. Whenî tle paint is
dry, the paper às renos cd by mmistemug,
and gold or aluinimum leaf applied to the
vacant spaces. or colored mica or thin
scales of mother-of-pearl nay bc scat-
teied over the semn.dry gold size, and
finally backed up by a coat of lacquer.
of course, this applies to sign work on
the inside of glass vindows, or similar
places.

Thie Mexican mîaguey tree (cenmtury
ulamnt) furnishes a needle and thread all
ready for use.


