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And wo have prerumptive evide

3“-’." dorived good froulx it all nft&c‘?rut:«lli:
“’l}t of that clond came 2 voiee whieh said :

Tins s my bedoved Son; he. r him.® No
such round foll on their cars olsewhero
They needed to come to this place, and to
be m that cloud—much as 1t overawed and
alarmed them—to lear that divine and
supernatmial asauranco.  To feol God near
always solemnizes o sinful man, makes
hita afeaid.  In the carliest exporionce of a
brliovor, when he firs: seesthe divide glory.
5 the eye bnt lately eleaved of the cata-
ract. shrieks frow the hght, bus soul is apt
to say* “Depart from me, for I am a sin
ful man, O Lord1” Tt isat o later stage
‘t‘hg spirit ean truly and intetligently sa§:

Nearer my God, tothee’ So you will
find 1, perheps have found it already.
When providences have been dark, how
bright the promises have been! God's
voice sometimes fell oun your ears in the
dark : “Fear not, for T am with thea.” Out
of the cloud you heard him, as_he directed
you to his Son, your Saviour. “Hear hum
Yes! behevers in the eloud! So it will
be one day with you. No afthiction is joy-
ous now ; “‘nevertheless afterward!” Do
not, therefore, fear when you euter into
the c'oud. Liston fur the voice. Let it
sink into your heart. Wait for the dut;,
and then remomber the lesson. ’
<Awmong the soveral wonders of the load-
stone, this is not the least, that it will not
draw gold nor pearl, but, despising theso,
it draws tho iron to it, on2 of the most -
fertor metals: thus Christ leaves tho an-
gols, those noble apints, the gold and the
pear), and  ho comes to poor, siful man,
and draws hun into his embraces. —1'.
Watson.

SUGGESTIVE TUPILS.

The transfiguration of whom-—meaning
of—tho time of it—the place—the persons
present—tho probable use of it—in what it
consisted—the state of the three—other
favors shown them—possible reasons for
this—how the people would hiave regarded
this—the visitors who came—their place in
tlie 014 Testament.—meaning of their com-
ing~—subject of conversation—DPoter’s feol-
ing—proposal— tnbernacles—for whom—
mixed motives—the clond—appearanée—
voice—two-fold object—the testimony—tho
order—what fath is—what unbelief is—
the effect on the disciples—how they were
restored—the result of all—and lessons to
us,

Sabbath Reading.

In these days of papers and magazines
for Sunday reading, the time which should
be spent on standard works is ofton fritter-
od away; and after a whole Sunday eve-
ning spent mt turning over the page. o
theso so-called religrous periodicals, tho
ounly impression left on the mind is o con-
fused misture of cliwreh nows, goldon wed-
dings, donation visits, bits of foreign travel,
and scraps of good advice, all jumbled to-
gother 1 a manner to rrevent their being
aither remembered or enjoyd. Doubtless,
it15 a good thung to take one op more of
these papers, so that accurate information
may be obtamed of chureh oxtonsion, and
the calls and chaoges of ministers ; and
oftentimes digcussions _are ably carried on
in thom on subjects of deep intevest, which
everyone wishes to understand.  But it
wonid bo a good thing if this rending enuld
bo done during the week, loaving Sanday
free for the study of the Biblo and the earns
est perusal of our «Christian Classics.
How fow tliere are now-a-days who rend
the good old baoks! Cluldren neglect the
«Pilgrun’s Progress” for trashy Sunday-
sehocl stories, and their elders find news-
paper articles more to their taste klmn’t'ho
worke of Taylor, Bavter, or Edwards. The
peauttiul stories of holy lives, spent in the
Mastet s service, are left unopened on gho
shelves, while bits of scandnl ahout living
men are read with eager intevest, Whoe
thnt has once folt the charm of the letters
of McCheyne ot Rutherford, or hing sympa
thized with tho t.dals of Whitefield or
Ypainerd, can leave such records for the
pages of an avernge Sunday paper ?

Only Two.

One broad, the other
1, the other
fow by the

Only two ways.
narrow ; one lends to destructi.
to life: mouny go by the one,
other.  Which is your way ? )

Ouly two sorts of people. Ma!}y sorts in
men's opinioft 3 only two m God’s snght-T
the righteous and the wicked, the wheat
and tho chaff, the living and the dead.
What ave you ? o deathof 0 "

 two donths—the death of the Tight
cc'f\): :\"ml the death of the wwkgd_. Which
do von think you will die ? Which would
it be if you wore to dic this m?n‘xellxt? .

Iy two sides at the day of judgment—
tiu? i'\iévht hand and the loit. Ounly these
two, Thoso on tho right hand “will be
blessed. **Come, Yo Diessed of my ba-
ther.”” Those on the Teft will be cm-.s‘c)d.
“«PDopart, yo ased.” Al must eppear ve-
fore the judgment soat of Chuist to r‘ecemi
the things done in the hody whothmﬁ goot
or bad. What words will be spoken to
yugilv two plnces after Joatu—henven and
lioll—the ono lxagpy, the other miserable.
In the ono will be heavd forover sungs o‘
ioy and praiso; in the other, weeping m}il
wailing and gnns{nng olf! z?::‘t(lln wi
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Presbyterian Ohuach in Spain,

—

The Madrid correspondont of tha T'rue
Catholic gives an account of the comploticn
of the Presbyterian organization in Spein,
under the title of the ¢*Span sh Chrlatiaus
Church.”  Inthe earlior stages ofthoe Re-
formation movemont th s were two Pres-
byterian rentres in Spain—cno m the south,
surporpd Ly the Edinburgh Spanish Evan-
ge isatim Saeiety, the other at Madrid.
They hiad Separate Coufessions of Faith,but
founded moto or leas out of the Westimnster
Confession, and_separate yoles of Chureh
government.  In 1871 the two met at Se-
ville, and effected » union on the under-
standing that thoy might use cithor of tho
forms existing, until the Spanish Cheistian
Church agreed upon a Confession of ath,
a codo o1 discipline, and a divectory of wor-
slip to bo mlapted pormanently by all. The
number of congregations m connection with
thus Churelr i 1871 was only ten; last
year 14 comprised sixteen different congro-
gations, four of which were in  Madnd.
The General Assembly held its aunval sit-
ting this year 1 Junoe, in tha Spamsh capi-
tal, whon Senor Cabrora, of Seville, prenohi-
ed o sermon at the commencement of the
proceedings to the delegates nssembled from
various parts of the country and n numer-
ous auditory. The uumber of congrogations
repiesentod was sivtedn, and this included
four new congrogations; but six of those
who sent delegates last year were unrepre-
sented, owing to different causes—the un-
sottlod state of the country probably being
one of thema The Confession of Faith was
tho principal work of the Assembly n 1872.
"Phe Code of Discipline chiofly eagaged its
attention this year, but some other business
also camo betore it affecting the more com-
plete organization of the Chureh for the
future , and] 1t was arranged that the whole
country should be divided into four Presby-
teriea; the chuiches of Andalusia gather-
ing nround Seville, those of Catalonia, Ar-
ragon, and the Balearic Islands having
Barceloun for their contre; whilst two Pres-
byterius were nasigned to Madrid, one om-
bracing the cliurches north of the capital to
Sautander, and the other those south as far
as Carthagena and Alieante.  During the
attings of the Assembly m Madrid, soeial
meetings were lield in private houses for
Christian conference and mutunal edifica-
tion, and uch cominon sympathy and re-
gard were mamnfested, boih there and in
the provinces, among Protestants of differ-
ent persuasiens. The Episcopalion minis-
ter ab Soville preached : 1 Cabrern's pulpit
to onablo Ius Presbytenan brother to at-
tend the Assembly ; and this is represented
to be quite usual in Spain, tho Spanish
Protestauts fuily understanding, amidst
thex ecclostaatical differonces, the unity of
tho Churelt i Chrst, in opposition to the
faise boasted unity of the Church of Rome.

A Young Lady and Mormonism.

1 was waited on somo time ngobyn
young lady who professed the dootrines of
Mormonism. She said she came ‘*‘to con-
vort me.” She lad ovidently quite mis-
taken her man. However, I listoned to
her argument, and when sho had finished,
lgmud: “Yeslah! very well! Now you
have told mo your way to heaven, T wilky
tell you mine.” When I began to tell her,
gho was tremondously surprised. “Do you
believe, said she, “that your sins are all
forgiven 2" “I do, I know thoy are.”
«But,” says she, “do you believe you can't
be lest?”  “Yes" “Are you sure you
shall stand before the throne of God at the
last—despite everything you may do?
Then you ought to bo a happy man.”

«So I am, ' I rephed, “a very happy man
indeed.” “Well, thenI canuotdo any-
thing with you, for you have more than I
enn offer you," And certainly there is that
m Christ no  other religionists could offer.
They -ould not offer anytlung so good a3
this. Full, free pardon, acceptance with
Chinst; adoption mto the famly of God;
prescrvation antil the end, and sure pro-
sentation at the last, and the crown of evor-
lasting life. And all—not for good works
—but for the ments of Clmst ; given to the
undeserving and worthless, and all lad
gratis by overy soul that secks them in
Christ Jesus.

Here is o chaltenge! I throw down the
gauntlot to overy yelqon under the sun:
1 say none of them, or all of them put to-
gother, can offer half so much.

Go, yo who like the gaudy trappug of
Dabylon—wlo love the amilinery of re-
limion, and tho frippery of o dispensation!
Thete is nothing there fit to feed a hungry
soull Such sewerages of rchgion wero
never fit for o child of God to feed on; ‘tis
put the show, the ontside. The substance
of religron 1s the subshitution of Christ for
the sinuer. Clirist, carxying our sins on
tus shonlders, and burying them in the
depths of the sea—Dblotting out overy sin;
the complete adoption of the soul; the
setting the feet on o rock:—kcepmg the
spinit wafe—despite hell and Satan, il the
Jay Christ shall come in the clouds of hea-
vea. to take %o himself all for whom Ins
blood was shed, and who on Ins name be-
Jieve, and put their trust in . —Spur-

qeon.

A Chain of Blesaings.

a—

Ii o person is o boliever in Chuist, what
doos he gam?  Ho gains the parcon of all
s sins.

What more does he gain? Ho gains ac-
coptance with God.

Anything more 2 Yos, tho Holy Spirit
to sanctify him. )

Anything wore?  Yes, a1l things becone
blessings. Tho eurso18 turned mto & bless.
ing.

Anything moro? Yes, oll the strength
lie needs by the way and then an entrance
into paradise.

vthi oro ? Yes, the vesurrection
of‘t\llxlg %333,3. mmndo like unto Carist's glo-

rious body. . .
Anything mora ? Yes, to ail with Christ

on his throne; to reign with him,

Auything more 9 I willtell youatihe

¢ o1 of atemity.—Dr. William Marsh.

A Word to Approntiees,

“Forfos ' gives our youths the following
udvice ; --+Tiducation 13 the baais of all sue-
ceps in life. It is much to your mtercst to
recogize  this faot o8 ouriy ax poseible.
Your slaftlesa, elder companions in the gho
will tell you that atthience and eare result
from mers Juek.  With display ot dignified
indepondence, they challonye your aduurs-
tivs for their manliness by  proelaiming
thumetves ns good as thoge persons whoso
apparent loisure, lnxury and dresz awehen
a teeling of hostility, which they endeavor
to mtensify by the bitterness of comparison.
And you have httle infercourse with the
world during the active hours of the day,
anless warned by the voice of vxperienco
you ave apt to imbibo thess hurtful impres.
sions, which indieate vindictive jeatousy,
the consequence of dense, wiltul ignorance.
Tho sensgoleas discord that deatroys the in-
dontity of interest of capital and labor 18
born of such paventage.  Persons advocat-
ing these sentiments aro generally men wlhio
mdicule the efforts of young mechanmies deo-
girous of self improvement. They haran-
guo idle crowds at strike meotings and de-
monstiations, which they are plensed to
consider, in spread sagle phrase, ‘the offorts
of downtrodden workingmen to achieve
their independence.”  Drnkmng saloons nie
the chosen theatres of thewr wordly dis-
aftection.  They crave applause, and en-
deavor, by mork heroiam, to entice you to
places where lost timo and squandered
earmngs are not tho only expenses; far,
under their twition, the root of false prinei-
ples 15 made to flowzshin the seil of intem-
perance. Such mfluences snould be shun-
ned as carefully as we avoid a loathsome
disease. Lvery man will gravitato to the
rphere of lifo for which his acquirements
fit Jum. and ueither lugher nor lower.
Those sterling men round tig,who ropresent
the wealth and weight o great people, are
but reapmg the reward of tume well spent ;
and could we retrace the course they hnve
pursued, we would find the student’s Inmp
innupating the hours that end deys spent
i exhausting toil. You may be toll that
many educated men  aclueve but little in
the great struggle of life; yet would they
not have dono much less if they had boen
mded by the brute force of 1gnorance alone?
We kunow of o man, now occupying & posi
tion of responsibihty under the goveinment
who, some yenrs smce, broke serap wron
with a sledge for n foundry and axle forge,
day after day,unsheltored from the wenther;
yot he fonnd timo toread at least one hour
per du{, as well as to educate nimself in
useful branclies of learming.,  His first ox-
penditure for mental improvement purclias.
ed n Wobster's Dictionary,a year’s subserip
tion to a leading scientific journal, and a
daily newspaper.  He now owns a library
which would do credit to a university, and
he 18 known to au esteemed by our most

rominent citizens. A different course when
he was o young man would have enrolled
him 1 that army which stupidly drmdges
out a mer» existence.
As you valuo your futnrs hoppiness, do-
voto as wmuch tune n3 you reasonably- can
to cducation. Throw away your boxing
gloves, for the excrese which they afford
ean be had from other soarces, without per.
nicons associntions, Let your shop mates
dub you a ‘flat, if thoy choose, necnuso you
resign billiards, and know notling of the
mysteries of keno; and spend your even-
ings in the peaceful nequirement of know-
ledge. which brings length of days, and
tranquility unembittored by the experiences
of the mere sensualist.”

No Excuse for Rejecting Mercy.

No man is oxeusable for neglecting so
aront salvation as that of Jesus. Itisa
groat salvation that saves great sinuors
through so great o Saviour. “If I had not
come and spoken unto them, they had not
had sin; but now thoy have no cloak for
their sin.”  What will his excuse be at the
day of judgmont who secs §o many of the
worst of sinnors saved ?  Will it be that
the sin of Adam brought him, without any
actunl transgression of his, into  state of
gin and nusery? He will there seo that
thousands born in sin like himgelf, and ir-
resistibly prono to ovil, have laid hold of
that mothod of mercy. Willit be that he
was exposed to peculinr snares and tempta-
tions 2 Will it be that ho was depressed
and discournged by a view of his sins from
secking the xingdom of God? Will it be
that his sins had gained such amazing
ower over his mind that it was vain for
\dm to think of becoming a Christian ?
Willit be that he wasso wicked as to be
boyond the rench of merey ? Willit be
that God was so severe and inexorable that
it was useless for him to sue for pardon?
Will it be that no man who has lived s he
hins lived, that has so “sold himself to com-
mit deeds of wickedness,” that has so
abused such Vight and such privileges, that
has passed through so many affecting
seenes, for whom so much was done to pre-
vent Ins falling into pordition and all in
vain, never obtained merey? No, it will
o nono of these. Great multitudes oven
vilor han he will then be accepted in Jesus,
while ha is east out.  Howill see then that
nothing could have destroyed nm ifho had
roturned to God through the Cross of Chist.
Greater sinners than e will riso up in the
judgment and protest that he might have
csn saved as woll as they, and upon the
samo  condesconding and gracious ferms.
And what cutting reflections will then pass
through his mind! 0, why did I not
fleo to the blood of Jesus? Why did I not
liston winle 1t was called to-day? Why
aid T so often and so long turn & deaf ear to
the counsels of heavenly morcy 2 Twasa
great sinner; but so were those who washed
their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb, and now {hey are be-
fora tho throne of God, and serve Him day
and nightin His temple, and1 am a
wrotched outoast.” Think then of Jesus
and His rich mercy—His fce, immoasur-
able, evorlasting meroy—wlhose #1004 mak-
oth the foulest cluan, If you aro the gront.
st sinner in the world, then you have the
greatest need of Christ, and what is more,
the greatest encouragement to come to Him.
Thers is room for the greatest sinner, be-
ocauge thereis rooia for the least, The
Jeast has ainned enough to perish without
an interest in the Cross, and the greaiest

has not sinned wo much but the Creds may

e honored i his salvasion,
'S

S

*

Time Around the World,

Wo have received of Inte sundry queries
trom correspondents relative to the gam or
3?”3 of time 1t airacwnnavigating the globe,
Those who have not found answeas i the
columns dovoted to such purpo < will ve-
cenen gonoral responsean the iollowmg
rather pmusing discussion recently carried
on between twe grsve and learned Freach
savanix on the ramc rather pag loxical
topro. M, Jules Verne, of the Yroneh Geo
graplacal Sverety, has wiitten & bosk en-
titled a Tour Around ile World ve T eny-
Fowr Hours, What the nature of the con-
tents of the volume 13, we know not; bhut
at all events it exestod M, J. Bertrand, of
tho :}oadom‘v of Seiences, ta attempt to poss
AL Verno with the followmng  conundium :
A person, supposed tu be iurnished wath
the necessary means of transportation,
leaves Paria ot noon on Thursday; ho
travels to Brest, thenco to Now-Yok, San
Franciaco, Jeddo, eto,, returming fo his
starting-point after tweuty-four hours—
that 18, eneircling the globe at the vato of
15 of longiude per hour. At every sta-
tion, as ho passes on Ins yourney, he asks:
*What time 15 it ?’ and he 18 invariably an-
swored, ‘Noon.” He then enquires, W hat
duy‘of the week is 1t ?° At Brest, *Thurs.
day' 18 the reply; at New-York the zaue;
but on his return, suppese he passes Paris
from the cast and stops at Pontowse, a town
sowe miloes distant to the north-weat of that
city, he will be answered ‘Fuday,” Where
does the transition happeu?  Or when,af
our traveller is a good Cathelte, should he
consider Friday's abatinence from meat 0
begn\ ?2 It is evident,” continucs the
Guestioner, “that the transmtion must be
sudden, and may be considered to tako place
at gea or in & country where the namces of
week days are unknown ; but,” he continues
"snpfvoso the parallel at which 1t happeis
should fall on o continent habited by civil-
1zed people speaking the samo language,and
that there should be two neighbors separat-
ed, say by a fonco on tins very pmaliel.
Then would not one say it was Thursday,
at noon, while at tlio same moment the
other wonld nssort 1t to be Friday, at the
like hour 2” y

M. Verne answered as follows: “Itis
true that, whenover » person makes o tour
of tl}e globe to the east, lie gains a day, and
similorly when travelling to the west lio
loses n like period—that is to say, the
twonty-four hours which ¢he sun in his ap-
parent motion occupies in deseribing a cirelo
around tho earth.  Thisis so real and well
rgcoguized that the administhiation of the
Iench navy gives o supplementary dny’s
ration to vessels which, leaving Europe,
double the Cape of Good Hope, while it re-
tains, on the contrary, a eimilar provision
from ships rounding the Horn. 1t is also
true that, if n parallel existed, such as
abovo described, ncross an inhabited region,
thore would bo complete disagreemont be-
tween the people adjacent thereto; Lut this
parallel does not oxist, for Nature has
placed oceans and deserts in ourpath where
transition is made and o day gained or losb
unconsciously. Through an international
oonvention, the point for mnking the
days agreo hias been fixed at the meridian
of Manilla. Captains of vessels, under the
samo rule, change the dates of their logz
books when thoy pass the 18th n.eridian.”
—Scientific American.

Thistles in the Heart,

Bad habits aro tho thisties of the llenrt?
and every indulgence of themis a sced
from which will spring a new erop of weeds.
A fow 'years ago, o little boy told his first
falsehood. Ttavasa littlo solitary thistle-
seod, aud no eye but God’s saw him as he
%lante(l it in the 1aellow soil of his heart.

ut it sprang up, ok, hew quicily ! and in
o little timo another and another seed
dropped from it to  the ground, oach in its
turn bearing more seed and more tinstles;
and now his hoeart s overgrown with the
bad habit. Itis as difficult for nm to
speak the truth ns 1t is for the gardoner to
clear his land of the hurtful thstlo aiter it
hat once gnued o foothold in the soil.
Lying lips are an abommation to tho Loxd ;
but they that denl truly are s dehight.—
Observer.

ﬁ
Random R eadings,

Pake heed of boing infected with the
breath of o profane heart.

The effectual knowledge of God is the
private experience uf the individual soul.

How many of us are ready to ask the
Lord to let our }lmt. projects, our darling
plans, our cherished ambntions, sink or
swim, as will be best for them ?

Good men ave guided by reverence, not
by foar, and they avoid not that which is

afthetive, but that which iz dishonest—
Aristotle.

From its very inartion, idleress ultimater
1y becomes the musy uctive causo of cvil--
as o palsy is more to be dreaded than a
fover.—I'uller.

Alas! if the principles of contontment
aroe not within us, the height of station and
worldly grapdeur wil as soon aldd a cubit
to & maw's statura as to his happiness.

Moro souls are brought to Christ by the
sweet sucrifice of Jesus, than by ail the
thunderings that ever issued from mortal
lips,—Spurgeon.

Thero is no vity so grand, no sudicuco 8o
intellectual, no community so cultured, ns
to have outgrown its need for a pure Goa-
pol earnestly aud faithfully presented.—
Charles S. Robinson.

Tho conters of sight and hearing of one
man are stimulated by vibrations which
fail to oxcite those of another, ‘Thore may
be oolors, and tlwre may bo havmoniee wll
around its of which o know nothing, but
of which the wore sensitive organs of what
is oalled the lowex animals may be koeenly
conscicus, It may bo that sowe of the

animals are by vscalled dumb only heoauss
deaf—Popular Soiones

we oursslves are

Monthly.
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