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T0 PRINTERS,

Having just placed in our officc a noiv
web printing machino, wo havo for salo sev-
eral Improved Cottroll Presses, Thoyaro in.
excollent conditlon, and are. equally woll:
adaptey for job or nowspajier work. Having
no.further use for them, theso presses wilt
be disposed of ata very low figuro, aad
any. publisher contomplating such.on addi-
tion to his plant can got a decided bargain.
Correspondence requested.

WHAT TRUTH SAYS

Tho man of fearful spirit, who, looking
upon tho increasing multitudes of men on
the carth, has begun to be apprehenmive for
tho futuro lest thero should not b susten-
anco found for all, will find reason for assur-
ancoin tho facts produced by Princs Kro-
potkin in his article, ““Tho Possibilities of
Agriculture,” in the Forum for August. The
Princo, wbo has'no sympathy twith tho
Maltbusian heresy that no equality in the
temporal condition of men i3 poassible,
a heresy which affects much of the modern
works on economics, undertakes to give somo
idea of whav viic s0il iscapable of producing
under the favorable conditions which science
sud att can imposo uponit. The facts ad-
duced are certainly remarkable, and will
como as » revelation to many, if indeed they
will not appear to many tiliers of the soil
incapablo of belief. They cfectually dispose
of the familiar and alinost universal ery,
“farming docsn’t pay,” and demonstrate
that thereis sound philosophy in the old-
rhyme which speaks of *‘the little farm welj
tilled.” Prince Kropotkin is no adrocste
of estensive farming. On the contrary he
sees the solution of the problem which at
present cenfroats the politician and the
cconomist in what he designates intensive
farming, in the tiller reducing his acres
and incrcasing the attention .he bo
stows upon the land tuled. As serv-
ing to show what moy be accomplished
by feeding tho soil wath proper manures,
Prince Kropotkin cites *the district of
Saflclaro ana part of East Flanders which
Nature has endowed with an unproductive
bat easily cultivated eandy soil. The ter-
nitory of 37,000 acres hos to aourish 30,000
whaintants, all hvng by agriculturo ; and
seb theso peasants not only grow their own
food, but they also oxport agricultural pro-
ddce, and pay rents to the amount of from
fifteen to twenty-five dollars per acre. By
mcans 0. ** catch crops " {second cropsin tho
Iatter p=ct of summer) they succeed in tak-
ing threo and four crops overy two years
from tho samo land ; and their regulzr crops
are four, five and six times as largo as thoso
of tho fertilo lands of Georgis, Texas and
Illinois. Morcover they keep in the ramo
amall arca—two thirds of w'.'ch isunder
cereals, flax und patatoes—no less than 10,-
720 horned cattle, 3,800 sheep, 1815 horses,
and 6,550 swinc. A population whish is
denssr than Jat of England proper ionclus-
ive ofita citios, is thusno cursd at all It
is casily fed—and conld bo fed much botter
woro it not for tho ovor inecreasing “cnts —
upon an unproductive ®oil simply improv.
od by raticaal manuring.”

Tho powor of irrigation to increaso tho
productivaty of the soil 5 also strikingly
Mluzirated. Thus, *on tto irrigated moa-

dows of the Vosges, tho Vaucluso, dte., even
upon an ungrateful seil, six tons of hay to
tho acro becomo tho rulo, and thaé meana
a littlo moro than tho annual foed ‘of one
cow. By means 'of' Iftigatiod a monoy ro-
turn.pf from $120 to $380 {s,ob}ai_x_led rom
o soil ‘which formorly woild not yiclf »oro
thor from $16 to §4S worth of por  wy.
Bolow Paris in tho Irzigated fiolds of tho
Genovilliots pliin, cach acro is capablo of
ylolding doublo thecrops of the very best un.
irrigated lands. And beloiy Milas, tho
nearly 22,000 acres irrigated with water de-
rived from the sowers of tho city aro yicld-
ing cropa of from 8°to 10 tons of hay aa o
rulo, whilo cccasionally somo separate
meadows will yicld tho fabulous amount of
18 tons of hay per acre.” From the field cf
tho farmer tho Princo leads us t6 tho green.
houso of tho market gardencr, and shows ng
what modern improvements have effected
here. By tho aid of soll-making, hot water
pipes in tho soil, and culturo indor glass at
a certain period of tho life of thé plant the
most astenishing résulis have been secured.
Speaking of the istind of Guernsey where
green-house gardoning oxtensively oblains,
Princo Kropotkin says I r'»a}v three fourths
of an acro, covered with glass and heated
for threo months in tho-spring, yielding
about eight tons of tomatoes and two hun.
dred pounds of beans as a first crop in April
and May, to bo followed by two crops more
during the summer and autumn. 1 saw
potatoes dug-from the soil in April to the
amount of five bushels to the twenty-ono
fect square, and so on. Mo tell us that from
one vinery of thirteen acres thero were pro-
duced last year : 25 tons of grapes (which
are cut from the first'of May till October,)
80 tons of tomatoes, 30 tons of -potatoes, 6
tons of peas, and 2 tons of beans (the last
thres in April), to say-ndthing of other sub-
sidiaryerops.”  Such facts as theso carry
their own lessons. Surely any misgiving
as to theability of fho éarth to supply
the wants of jts inhcbitants mdy VLo
dismizsed as not vitally concerning tho
present generation.  Nor is tho ques.
tion likely to- becone practical for at least
the next two hundred years. On the
other band onec can hardly reflect upon
what has been accomplished in these isolat-
ed cases without feeling impreased with the
great distance that i3 to bo covered by the
aversgo farmer, with bis frontier and ante-
quated methods, befare he will have reached
this clovated position. The case is not
bopeless, however, sceing that many farmers
are begioning to act upon the principles
advocated by this eminent economist.

To'tho man who realizea his just relation
to his fellotwman it gives no leasure to con-
templato the misfortuncs ané want of pros-
pesity. which othors axperience. Sometimes,
howover, 1t proves a profitavle cxercise,
tending to removo any feeling of discontent
or dimastisfaction with ono’s 1ot For this
reason it would bo well for the farmersof
Canada to consider the report just handed
in by tho United States census enumerators:
Though strict regard for truth compcls tho
admission that the condition of the Canadian
farmeris 2ot all that conld be desired, there
issomo gratification in tho thought thatit is
better hy many degrees than that of tho
averago American husbandman. Look atthe
following facts and figures :

George K. Holmes; whois in chargoof .

this branch of tho consus work, thinks the
returns will showakont 7,000,000 mortgages
mado sinco 1550. Tho number airsady re-

ported when tho correspondent wroto was
about 0,000,000, Summaries for threo
countics in Nlinois, whoro roal cstato, Mr.
Holmeasays,isheavilyloaded withmortgnges,
ore given as illustrating a tendoncy obsorved
auxto generally in tho western States. In

umberland county only .hrce mortgages
were pub on record in 1880. In 1885 this
number had grown to 170, and in 1887 to
722, Tho year following 216 moro wero add-
cd, and last year217, making a total of 1,155
in ten years, 976 of which wére created in
tho last four yeats. In the meantimo only
soven m%rstg:ugcs avorc canceled, ono in 1881,
two in 1882, and four in 1883, In_Vermil-
ion county. 764 wero recorded in 1880, and
tho sunibor has bxcceded 1,000 overy year
since, tho maximum being 1,480 in 1889,
and tho total for tho decado 11,252, Durin
tho first four years of tho decade 2,03
mortgages. in that county wero cancoled,
while 4,090 now ones or renowals were made.
Sinco 1883 tho record does not show that
any have beon cancoled. In Kano county

3 mortgages wvere placed on record in
1880, and 865 in 1881, und in the succeeding
Fears tho number bas always oxceoded 1,000
reaching tho maximum of 1,610 in 1889, In
this county, sgain, mortgages woro cancoled
in the first four years of tho decade, the
number feaching 2,295 all told, while in tho
samo years 3,703 new ones wero recorded,
but none are reported. as cancelod since
1883.”

In the light of this startling picture lot
the Canadian farmer, while striving to bet~

ter his position by applying to his work all
the knowledgo which modern agricultural
scienco has disclosed, be thankful that he
is not called upan to bear the burdens which
afilict his fellow toiler to the south.

M. Zola, the French high priest of realism
in literature, has just given to tho public an
expression of his orinion of Count Colstoi,
the furnous Russian novelist and reformeor.,
It is very avident that the Frenchman pos.
sesses very little affection for his Russian
contemporzry, whom he designates asa com.
pound of a monk of the middlc uges and a
modern Slav with tho mysticisn of the one
and tho romanticism of tho other, Ho
charges Tolstoi with having appropriated
ideas that wero discarded by tho French
school of pbilosphers forty yearsago. Asto
Tolstoi’s “‘Rroutzer Sonats,” his recent
work on marriage, . Zola says, it is tho
work of & discased imagmnation, its author
nodoubt being cracked. Hoadds with much
force that tho Russian's ideasrepresent that
he has taken a particular casc and argued
illogically to a general, . hat is to say, he
has found one ar a fow husbands and wives
who have no ideas, no sympatlies, no tastes
in comraar, and therefore cencludes that all
marriages  are  equally  inbarmonious.
“There, says Zols, *his logic and observa.
tion aro both at fault.  G.ven a male, sound
mn body and mind, and*a fcmale likewiso
sound in body and n;'iz'id, and their unjon
will bo happy. Bu’ given bodily or mental
dufect 1n cither, tacic lifo together witl nof
be happy. Tho man seeks the 'womhs,
ghe bo not what wo may assumohed
night to axpect, he will brood ovér W
cepuon, percbanco not willingly, 1
workings of hismind will contiyg
day hell lies open beforo bim,
anstinet isto kill.  So it is with
who gocs tothe manand findy} Ml
Such is tho Frenchmany =i
Russian and his moxt oo
havo yot toheat from T

to complain, and not without reason, of the,
want of approciation, manifested by Can-
ndians generally for those of their follow
countrymen who succeed in forci~g thair
way into the front rank of tho world’s lit-
serateurs, und by tho strongth of their

thought, tho origiuality of their conceptions,
the power of their imagination, or tho
bosuty of their diction compel the world to
give car to what thoy have tosay. That
Canads has produced authors whoso works
havo been cagerly read by interested thoue
sands such names as Sir William Dawson,

Sir Daniel Wilson, Mr. Goldwin Smith, Dr.

Bourinot, &c., &c., leavono doubt. Andyot,

as Mr. Adam points out, taking tho caso of

Miss Duncan (Garth Grafton) asa particular
illustration, in order to Lo auro ol an adequato
audicnco to remunerate them professionally
for their labors, Canadian writers have boen

generally obliged to seck such audienco out-
sido of their own country. That such &
state of things should cxist cannot of courae
he spoken to ourown praise. Thoeimportant
question is, How is tho ovil to bo remedicd ?
Mr. Adam thipks that “4o the atatus of o
dependency is doubtless duo thoe fact that in
the matter of our jntollectual sustenance we
continue to be dopendent upon others
rather than upon oursclves.  With a change
in this respect, and the frcedom we
should then have to make our own
copyright laws, wo should doubtless becom

more self-suflicicat, and be cnabled to give
employment to thonative wrter within, and
not without the country  Mr. Adam does
not stand alono in his belief, other writers
on literaturo, Beer, for instance, maintain
ing tho same theory. But even conceding
that therois ttuth inthe theory, thava
change in our relation {o themother country
would in fegard to our literature tend to
produce a betiefigtate of things, it may
still be question?®EWhtther this would bo A
sufficient remedy. ‘Is the literary taste of
our people, Wwhich has not direct connectiod
with tho question of our relation to the
mother country, not largely responsiblo?

That it is fodhd: so “‘hard to maintain’:in
Cadada any- high-class perodical” *shows.
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