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THE ACE OF CLUBS.

A BROMANCE OF RUSSIA AND SIBERIA.
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CHAPTER XXIL
No\ ten nunuteshiacd elapsod sinco Laninaud
Dr Haas had left Jans, when Helen rushed
in, pale with exatement, to tell her all she
hiad heand.

*I tardly know how I escaped. 1 waited
o whole hour for Nicholas, bat ho did not
return, 1askod une of the gendarmos who
geoemaliyaro very kind to me, o aall the
socretary out. “Ah, hiere you are, you nice
little damsel! hesboutod at me, * (lear
ont from hete, and nevershow yoursol{again
in this house. We havo all of us gotten
such a scolding on your account! Here
vomes betrothad, and quite unncces
marily tells $e colonel that you kave hoen
bere.  Js that the way yoa ressanlonr good-
ness?” And thaox be talkad on, till he shat
the door and ladome go instantly? Oh,
oountess, gave the ocoant; for God's sake,
save Nicholas I°

Jana was terrifiod, bat not specially sar-
priscd.  Since that scene in the coach she
fiel ncver again fally trusted Palkin, in
spite of all kis axsurances of boundless de-

vuon. Sho had howsver, kept sileacs,
koping thus to Aeep him from injoring her
or her husbhand heraafter.  Now abe quietly
sose and said to Helen :

*Ianll atoncogoto the governor So
just 3 man will surcly not deny or Lia sop-
pott. Do you, in the meantime, go into
town ; you will sarely meet r v hosbard and
Dr. Haag  Tcll them all, an, beg themat
oucetocome herg.  Yon will casily find the
doctor, becanso everybody likes and hovors
him for tbisood he bas already done.”

Beleaoald nol recover ; she was still

embling allovergwith excitereat and foar.

Janr.tried to_calm and to eaccarage her,

Tactally rosseatedl Thes both “oese §o0d
- hoth *Lese
xndaoh’l.e women Idt the houn

Trkutak hag, iike most large Rassian
cit‘z'u. ibd:: min ::nc;.n wh;ch1eandns of

andi syoumetneally  ailt palacea
;'Pmm this street smaller unes  branca off
with poor log-bouses, and then {ollow mud-
dolee and so<allal suburts.  Every great
town, however, has at leaxt one sgzarc
Wailtaftes B models

The main gtroet of lrkutek croesed the
street in which Jana lived, and which at the
corner expecially looked very much like the
main Rrott. Scrven saperb mansions rose
o2 both xidex.  They were of masuave stroe-
tare, had several stacies, and puasessed real
architectural mezits At the house of the
ocounteas the symmelry ccasal.  After 22
{ollrenl aoly pootr, xnoke-blackened huts,
and thic end of the stroct escoantened & lul!
wtterly wainhabited.

Tho honse which immodiately adjoined
Jana’s dwelling. although Jookmg very in-
sgnidcesnignd even y-atncken, was
in 1mlity ot @0 lndly ammaaged  ftwas a

~lz-hogse. marronnded Ly a xmall

Jipa did g0t kvow thee,  Hez ser

oae-xnTy
i‘\}t:\. Heo Hrpd the aptam of g
V.vaote wereallavare of the fact, but they

Fal ot know oF thy nll-i?scung that exmsted

weenthe Mo foni

eMiis YOeR For 12ft Mg tanaa house,
s Sxdeed s W0 teeaf abéconid per-
Sex> am\be ormnt w0l Dr. dlaza
t Yt - " .
R youfuM Wee My pazng at
LI L ‘!‘?‘:w,__‘

-

Srory or Tounkisray,” Ere

Helen tried again to get to the dloor, but
Carolino prevented her. Sho remained stand
ing on the threshold, laughing loud and
cruclly. She maid:

**3 ou shall not get away frotn here till my
Lusland retarns; hio has just gone out on
busincsa abont your mastert™

**Bat that is volgarity,” cried Helen.
am n a great oy 7

“Ha, hat” laughal Camline. “Just wait,
child, and amuse yoursclf as you can.”

In an tustant shic had slipped ont, closed
the doar Lehind  her, drew the key out of
the lock nud left Helen imprisoaocd.

In the mowntime Jana had driven to the

vernor's palace and asked for an andience
Tho ﬂn’(:mox sent an excuse; he could now
posxibly receive ber.  Jana begged and din-
plored—in vain. She next hurried to all the
upper offizials who had been kind to her.
Noono receival her. Two bonrs sho had
wosted thes, and now returned in great
anguish and utterly cxhausted. Lins 10)d
her that Dr. Haas had beea waiting for some
time.

“Your hushand hasboen arrested,” he
tald Jana as soon as she eatered. ““The per
sorntion beigine anew. After 1 had gotten
the money from the tank [ accompaniod the
coant to hisdwelling. We founda geadarme
there, 4uito at home. He took no excuse.
The count had been canglit away from his
house. The soldicr, of course, actoed under
orders. Itwas lucky I had moncy, or mat-
tera roight have been much worse.™

Coaflict had a different cfect on Jana
from the general effect ;§ it ronsed her ener
gics and inspired her instead of casting her
dawan.

“We have nothing more whope from the
authoritics. If lawr and onder formke mawe
must sock help with the rebela—what clse
can we do ? Doctor, procare me a3 man's
costume ! T skall e to-night to the Tartar
mound. Ay heahand cannot invoke Miller'a
assistanoe from his prison—it is my doty
to do it forhim

*0h cozntexs, how can yeu ! Yau slone!
At night ! Consider to what danger you ex-
posc yourself I°

not preventme, doctor ; I must do
it”

“Let me 50 10 your

«Miller docs nat knaw yoa. Yoz would
make no impreskion, upon bim, while I per-
aaily, to kis mind, his conscience ! He
must obey me ¥

*“Noonc can resist yon, csuntems ¢ Dot
at Jeast 4o not fartid me goiog with you. I
shall ¥ gvn to the moond ™

1

**She held oat and and saud simply,
*J tuxnk you *
The nighia at the North, where all l_x!c

ccases every noise is silonoed, are in-
finitely more impressive and grander than
thoso of wore wutham cotnties.  As soon
a3 the vast pliins of Sibena are overshadow
od, you hmr your own breathupg : yom
nolice your hoart’s palsalion-; count
the ocbo 7 yror foolsteps onth mlm.
the ear t» smxceplitle of peroasing the
{ainlext naiso.

The whole {artsr mound tremnbled shen
Jana, a1 10 o'edock atxighs, whree Lo fo
pmind tho wagic name:

AP S bouse w1622 T lenar * leais. £

. namn e Jack #choed {rom the Wills
1he mountainy, from the ™ileyaand the
fecoen waters of theAngam, bike ahols
Sred from 2 woartar Theo all was still as
Selore, -
“an aprared Ix the foll costame of 3oba.
w235 bee de wiond the faitblal doctor.
o SBoniiy in Jmving tho
e war xuhiect tn
| Sepitoch the cxiles were

. 3eop & timo mughy
aont vl the
ey \-

*

Ho repeated the ssmo unmistakable sign,

Sho tried once mnore {0 mnke hersedf un.
derstood, repeating very alowly.all xhia had
snid. 1o valn § The poor womnan sank over-
whelmed, on her knecs.

** Ob, Ged, enlightan o that f may know
what to do ¢ Must we perish thus ¢

Haas now walked np to the native, and
touching hisanmn, ho mid: *Ienas!” ‘Tho
Siberian repested the name.  Thon the doe.
tar mat down on tho snow and tried to slide
down the hill. The Gungus laughed joy-
{:ll{’. and disppeared in a crevice of the

*Ho will tuke nio to his leader.  If that
man docs not sposak Rusman ho will ot least
know Miller

 Oh, doctor, certainly Providenco has
scnt you tome.  Retum now w town, Il
o with this man."

** No, countexs, you cannot do that ; I do-
mand it in my quality as your proteclort I
am respousible to the count for your safety.
Belicve me, bemdes, the ocount might not
like yourgoing with thisman! Youaroa
lady, and havc 10 think of that ™

Jana nt last understood the doctor, and
guve him her hand, saying :

“You are nght, doctor. Go, 1ben, with
God ! If prayersand threatsfail nse money ;
use it lavishly. 1leavo the fate of my hus
band in your hands. ¥skall do, on my part,
what Tean.  We s hardly 48 houys be-
fore us ; let us make good use of thema.™

Th~ Siberian as suddenly as bo-
forc, but now with a amart aleigh and relo-
gecr:.h gm took l:nr% 9!;,.;3&4. eat down

y the Gun and whis onoa more
the magic wgl,““ Jenas 1"

The Sibesaan looked assent, and whistled
ficroely. Tho reindoer Hew down the slope
o the river bed, and then galloped along
on the smooth ice as upon a level road.

Jana rermained standing still, almost lifo-
loss, following the quickly vanishing sleigh
az Jotg as her eyes could discern toe {alnt
«utlines.  Then she koelt down on the snow
and seal a fervent to God's tirone ot
lﬁfh in bchalf of Viacimir and the ductor.
After hnrin'kam;-cd berself she rose and

uta

CHATTER XXIIL

In Thdimic's hut the twilight had long
Znoped into night.  Moro then a quarter
af an heer Nicholas Popoff bad waitel for
the count, acconling to bis promiss, paywng
R0 atlention to the increasiag darknesn At
ﬁmhmda\a}(} m Lanin lxﬁ(zlnot ap-
poared, bocanss ho had chargod Helea wvery
xpocially to mention tho Dour at which ho
woaldbe therr.  He had obtained two
hours® laxve and po more, and knew per-
{ectly bow dzngrrous this step might be-
come for kim and for Palkin himself.

*0Ob ¢ thowe women I” he thought to him.-
sdé.h "N}:dot:lbz B.dca’,hai b!nndu«l.“h T I
ought to havsdoae it m ‘hy, e it
pezfoctly dark {7

Nicholac ross, looked l’or:“ficce of light
wood, kindled it with the aid of a matek,
and pulit intoa beam. Thesthe enaking,
flickering ¥ight illuminsd the hat at leest

returned to

aftera fashion. No other light is known
in the Siherian
**Why doos ke uotz ?” Nicholas con-

uanad his masiaps, ‘1 havo been waiting
;n hour now. \What can kave happened to
am Y

He waited half an hoar longes.  As no
oae aame, he thoaght 1t bigh time Lo relxrm
home, so as 1o caxx 1o suSpicion of his {ro
taaped abwenoe.

tic went o the dooz, opraad it, 2ud start
~1 tack with & 7y of surprise and harrer

Lol Palkin wzxstauding on tho threshald,
and behind dim ho aw the formy of wevera)
men, who wore walking gund dewn

*tolonal . You heto ™ be exclarned

The colonc! walked close up 20 bim

fum with his wholo strength
inlo tho toon.
“Are you 50 37
“Whete 1 the count ? What do yoo want
-

“flat k! The inquiry begins® \Well ¥
Q@ givo vt ad answoer T am here 8o take
hoss ducamenia which I peed  Oot with
them ! The oompi will bever veters bero ™

“Why *™

Lagcoegary cariatily °* V10t with thaso

“That o treachery ™
“Lall 1t what son chooao * T hara no time
{or dimcomoon. Hand e the papers ™
Now Popali san cloatly that o tad been
cangalina trap and Taliin was his
m. With v els of despair he
et U colomed ty the -
Yo aball al lomst pag for thoothars 1™
The volonz], however, » zan of Heealown
hio poos, weak man easi

werngtd, Dashed Lt
L W, seated hig hanidlzan § veend them il
Uskr poerts orns Kol and e sank down oo ihe

I} Eroplel Heve "

M
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Iu o moment twogendarmes had scized
Popofl, who was cr))ns Tor help with all Lis
might, hoping to attract the attentiom of
neﬁ;hbom or paasers-by, and bouud bim with

ropes.

**Now scarch i accurntuly ! This time
nwthing ahall escape e §°

Nicnolas, howover, when thua coufronting
{fmiineut danger, had recoyorod his presence
of 132, aud 'n scornful rnflo ovenplayed on
his lips, Tho gendarmes began to scarch
bit,  ¥o waa stripped of hisclothing ; even
his hair was thoroughly searchad.  Nothiug
wan found but o tolmeco-bag anda penkaife.
Pelkin was foaming with rage.

*You “hink, perhaps, you will cheat mo
once more.  Well, vo'll see. AN link ot
bLeon trind yet.  And if T Javo to kill you 1
must have those papera.  Speak, where are
ﬂlg hidy”

icholas silently shrugged his shoulilera,
This gestare made the onlonel fnrious.
“Tie him to that bench and fetch a

ika$"

g‘ichuhs turnod  deadly pale.  The
nagaika is a knout, a strap of leather with
two knols, the end of which it forked, liko
tho tougnc of & serpent.  After a hundred
Llowa the flesh is genemlly ﬁ(::: from tho
bLones, and no man is able to fivo hun-
dred blows

Nicholss was tied to" the beneh, and they
only waited for the man who 3ad been sgent
for uw'knont, which was kept at the in.

t’s house.
¢ Qboy me " zaid Palkia to Popofl. “You
have a moment's timc yet to consider.
Don't be obstinate ! Tell me your secret.”
*“You may murder me, wreiched harg-
man,” scp 1 Popofl #**but you shall never
laarn sny seeret. I'd rather bite off my
tongue, you wreiched spy and tmaitory I
yrt live to ace you overthrown.”
Palkin langhed cruelly and ss¢ down,
{ecing the beach. Thonagaiks was brought

.

* Well T Now begin and strike slowly, so
ho may have time to reflect and give me the
answer I want.”

The knont whizzed through-the alr and
{ell upon the bare back uof the wretched vic-
tim.  Instantly a dark blue mark appeared,
and Popoff uttered o heartrvndicg azy,. He
dit into the wood of the beach and d3d not
complain further.

ter tho S0th stroke the blood
forth in styeams, and fragmente of
floh waetorn ol The was o fcar-
fal. Nicholas Iet go the h in which his
1ceth had made deep indentationsaad
? ooy madly. Palkir wai almly smoking
is cagar.

“A?rhn ™ He exchimod. “Have yoz
opcuod your mouth at last? Perhaps you
will now be Xind enongh to answer?”

\¥ith o gesture of the hand he ondered the
gendarme to stop.  The fellow coolly wiped
the Jeather strap with his Singers.  lliccesof
flesh came off, which he coolly threw axide.
Popoil's throat rattled like that of a dying
man.

“\Whero is the paper I wane,” asked the
culoacl, Nicholzs tamed his face to tho
crucl man, and in his bloody, tearinl cyex
invineible resolatncasstill s}who clearly.

rom

_*You shall get nothing mo, corsed
han, " bo replivd,
“Well, Iet ussce I

And down camo the agin.  Tho

tortcro was all the more cruel, as it had been
interropted 23 tho first blow Popoff utter
od a perfoctly fearinl bmdme_uy. Ta)
kin lagghed. ™ Atoach blow Popola criea e
camo less vialent, his ttembling lea procept
inle At last bo hardly breathed, Talkin
thanght the o was tired.

*Strike better I™ 'be ordered, o1 jon ghare

kK s fato 1" & all ]
strock w1 as foree
Ho M&Md?;:olnckhme. Popoll attered
such a terrific ooy thst tho soldics bimse)S
was Lerrified.
*¢ Wil you anawes oryw 1~
*Nerer 1™ lvmathed Nicholas, who was

dying
“Strike ! stnke ¢ 1 my ! shonted Talkin
* Below, atlual foct ¥ Make him

feel thetmpaika ¢

At this momout the door and Dr
Haas cnterod.  Ho slowly walkied op o
Palkm.

*\Wharo docs this
shonted tho ocoloncl
M};!\hcdoczm_." o Te tad

D the mmomrlimce the Dagaike g
larly fallon and s, Nichalas gare no
tonper sy sisn of Lia  Hads went totho
tonch and »hhhm&on!‘q:ﬂ‘.hm&

> Enoaghof this tortare “"he mid ina
tooeof comnucand. “Your victan is dying 7

iba intetrapiien. 1 caa W1 to tho
wratthoin “T can lo
doctor aflerwards.”

The goodarme rajacd tho knott, ot at
'.bcmc L Baxy eatedod i¢ {rom his haod

aad t3rew it asid
“ Enoogh " Bo cxclalnod, VWVAY, tho

man orcn> from Y
< TWho let him in®
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