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‘Who and what are the Clapham Sect?
_ Ave they shadows, or do they represect a
substantial idea; ls that idea fapaticism,
ot is it earnest life~a thing to be despisel
or to be admired? There are many now-
a-days to whom these questions have ia-
terest, and there are many others in whom
interest will be awakened when they hear
the names of the men whom the « Clap-
ham Seet” is understood to ccmprise.
Names have been defined as “ labelled
mysteries—disguises put upon things to
conceal from us their mystery.” The
name of a thing is generally supposed to
be suggestive of everything about it. 1f
I speak of & rose, the name is associated
in my mind with the picture of the flower,
and  with its qualities of form, color,
fragrance, beauty. But there are names
which have been fastoned upon the
things which they have coume to desig-

nate by some chance event, or by some'

1ed with satisfaction, and even referred o
by the descendants of those who have worn
them -with not uzholy pride.

It is nearly sixty years ago since there
issued from the presss very clever political
tract, written to advocate Catholic eman-
cipation, under the following title, « Letters
on the Subject of the Catholics, to my
brother Abraham, who lives in the country,
by Peter Plymley.” In these letters,
whose close logie, keen wit, strong pre-
judices, and mot too nice delicacy, at
once, fathered their authorship, the writer
' admits, « that there is a vast 'ux wry in se-
Jecting a particular set of Chrisiians, and
worrying them a s a boy worries a puppy-
dog,”” but thinks the Catholies are too
nuwimerous to be thus worried with safety,
and suggests that the taste might be grati-
fiel with less risk in another direction.
“But, then, my good Abraham, this, sport,
admirable as it is, is becomae, with respect

capriee of zenius; and in such a case,|to the Catholics, a little dangerous; and
unless the interpreter be at hand, the mys- | if we are not extremely carefal in taking
tery is the deeper for the «iabel,” | the amusement, we shall tumble into the

[t may be that to the uninitiated the | holy water and be drowned.  As it seems
mention of the Clapham Sect conveys no | necessary to your idea of an established
definite idea. They cannot trace the con- ; chureh to have somebody to worry and
nection between geography and religions | torment, suppose we were to select for this
profesﬁon; and they have, perhaps roamed | purpose Welliam Wilberforce, Esq., and
ofteu in that particalar suburb of London | the patent Christians of Clapham. We

without discovering “the odour of sancti-
ty” which, some fifty years ago, was so
offensnye to certain politely vulgar men.
'.l'n enhghten them in this matter, and to
give brief histories of the lives and charac-
ters of Lhe _men upon whom this name
was fixed, is the object of these papers.
Perhaps it will appear—if, indeed, the
moral be the highest part of human
vature, and goodness the highest style of
moral excellency that, like the terms
Whigand Tory in politics, and Puritan
fmd Methodist in religion, the names give
in reproach or by aceilent, may be gecept-
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shall by this expedient enjoy the same op-
portunity for cruelty and injustice without
being exposed to the same risks.”

Ths letters, which had an extensive
sale, were published anonymously, but ru-
mour asc-ibed them to the pen of =
slergyman thén writing himself into
notice in the Hdinburgh Review, and after-
wards promoted by Lord Lyndhurst to &
vacant canonry of St. Payl'x  Forale
time he denied the authorship—a veniat
offence, some 'would say, which has many
precedents~ but an antruth, notwithstami-
ing, and bardly squaring with thofe ele-
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