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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Communications and reports  solicited.  Correspon-
dents must acenmﬁnny letters, if inkended to be printed
anonymously, with their proper siqnature, as & guaran-
tee of good faith,

TERMS OF PUBLICATION.

Tus Mepical TiMes is supplied six months for Onx
DorLar. Address onders and remittances to James
Nrsit, M.D., Kingston.

Postaax oy THE Mepicar TiMEs—The rate of pos-
tage on the Medical Times is Five Conts per quarter.

REMITTANCES.

Gentlemen who have not sent on their subscriptiona
for the MepicaL Tiuts are requested to remit Ono Dal-
lar for the current six months without furtber dclg.
h'I'he system of advance payments muat necesaarily oo ad-

erod to. .

KixcsvoN, SATTRDAY, DECEMRER

The publisher regrets to have to make the an-
nouncement that with this issue of the journal
the publication of Tue CaNapiax MebpicaL Tixes
will ccase. The experiment of a weekly medical
journal, bitherto untried in Canada, bas met with
a certain amount of success and encourngement ;
but not with sufficient t¢ wamantits continuance
in the face of the expense and large amount of
labour involved in getting out the paper from
week to week. We have to thank those kind
friends who have given their countenance to this
vonture: and to those who sre still indebted for
their six months' subscription, we would remark
thata speedy remittanco of the snm will be highly
esteemed, . : )

PRIVATE PRACTICE AS A FIELD FOR
CLINICAL OBSERVATION.

In that model address with which My, Prescott
Howett opened, the Clinical Society last year, ho
referred to the importance of the opportunitics
for clinical observation enjoyed by private practi-
tioners, expressing bis conviction that good, sound,
useful work is to be done clinicully in private

-practice.  “ Nay more,” he said; “if rightly
viewed and rightly used, the clinical results to be

obtained in private practice are, I think, in many,

respects, of much greater value than thoso which
can generslly bo obtained in our liospitals” We
ourselves have often remarked on the advantage
cnjoyed by the private practitioner, at the same
time that we bave pointed out tome of tho disad-
vantages under which he labours It would
neither suit him nor his patients to moke an os-
tentatious noto of all symptoms aand of all the
weak points in family history.so far as it is known
to the paticnt or to bo gathered in taking the his-
tory of any individual illness. A paticat goes
0 a hospital or to a consulting practitioner ex-
pocting to be completely overhauled, and indeed
foels a ccrtain disappointment if he isnot minute-
Jy examined. -But, as a goneral rule, in private
practice, patients do not like inquisitorial investi-
gations into their hea'th; they liko to be cured
with the minimum amount of ¢xamination, and
have a notion that the doctor who can divine
their complaint with the lcast amount of cross
questioning is the shrewdest man. Not oaly ia
slight examination agreeablo to many patients,

buiii s wrareal by wuny practitioners, who
havo either not the leisure or the taste for going
decply into the cases which they have to treat.
Nevertheloss, it remeins true that private prac-
tice affords a field for a much more continuons
and minnte observation of czscs than cither hos-
pital or consulting practice, and that with a little
method this field can bo utilised by the practi-
tioner without any scrious annoyance to Lis pa-
tients or loss of time to bimself, and with the ad-
vantage of giving to his work a_far more scien-
tific and accurate character than it can possess if
done in a slipshod way, If wo are asked for
illustrations of the kind of clinical observations
that might bo made without fusay minuteness,
we should refer our readers to the address which
we have already charucterised. Of course in
overy line of the account of the several groups of
cascs detailed by Mr. Prescott Hewett there is
apparent the high aptitude for seeing and com-
paring and classifying clinical facts—an aptitude
which docs not reside in all modical minds. But
there is far more of it in most practitioners than
is usod, and thers would be still more if they
wero careful to exercise the gift that is in them.

Two or three important sdvantages would ac-
crue if private practitioners would make use of
their great opportunities of clinical observation.
Wae should bave large additions to our knowledge
of the rolation of discases both to given constitu-
tions and to cach other. Wa should gain more
accurato idoas of the importance ci the element
of time in diseasod proccascs. 'We should arrive
st o sounder knowledge of what drugs can do
and cannot do, and of the value of other agencics
in the treatment of disease. Finally, we sbould
bo furnished with data for a mere favourable view
of many cuscs than is apt to be taken by the con-
sulting class of practitioners, who are too patho-
logical in their bias. The corrections of & too ve-
fined disgnosis and prognosis which are made by
eveats and the process of time would make a
volamo of the docpest interest. Though we
boast of baving got rid of the iden of discase being
an entity, we are 6till the victims of it, and see
in many processes of slow change too much of
the discaso clement and too little of the conser-
vative one. The alight peg upon which some
men will hang a diagnosia of grave disease is
wonderful. Corrcspondingly so is the compla-
cency with which they will give up treatment
and resign a paticut to the processes of degenera-
tion of which they may sco the firsy =tens. Be-
tween these first stops and the last, long years of
uscful, perhaps historical, life may intervene
Scch a tendency is too apparent in many of the
best physicians. The crror is & great one, and
tho correction of it will come largely from a high-
er style of general practice. General practitioners
will sec that many of their patients with grave
symptoms and very faulty coastitutions take
fresh starts in health, snd that death is determan-
ed not so much by the occurrence of definive
lesions as by the exhaustion of a certain resarve
of force and bhealth, which exhsustion may be
obviated to a large extent by care and wisdom on
the part of the patient and his medical attendant,
Such observations are clearly possible only to

those who can see patients and fawilies over ex-
-
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tended periods and in every variety of circumw-
stances in other wo nda, only to the general prao-
titioner.—[Lancet.

HONOURS TO MEDICAL MEN IN THR
COLONIES

. r
The following letter appesrs in the Londom,

Lancet :—

8ir,—It bas often struck me as curious thad.
some of the eminent medical men in our colonioa -
have never received a small ahare of ike distino-
tions conforred upon their fellow-colonists ‘who
have made politics or law their sphere. In the
only colony wherel bave s knowledge of the works
of some of the medical men—namely, the Domin-
ion of Canada, I know several who have devoted
thirty or forty years of their lives to the spread.
of medical knoledge and to the sstablishment of
medical institutions in the country, thereby beue-

fiting their fellow-creaturcs in the vountry to an

incalculable extent. Some of these gentlamen X
bave also obtained deservedly widespread reputa-

tiona in Canada for their skill in the various .
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branches of their profession. A few of tl}e B
same honours from time to time conferred on"

their brethren in Figland would be a. gracefgl
and kindly recognition, on the past of “the
mother country, of well-earned reputation aad
years of devotion to the spread or a_noble pro-
fession. ) ek
I:am, 8ir, youwrs truly, L ,
Meptoar Braryy o,
Tonghoo, Barmah, Oct. 12th,1878.
. ve——————— . |
According to the statistics published by & Rus-:
sian journal, there exists but ono modical man in
Rusaia for 14,116 inhabitanta, whilst the in-opor-
tion in Prussia is ono to 3230, in Austria one to
4355, and in Hungary one to 5492, The total
number of medical students in Rusaia is stated to.
be 1922, whilst in Germany it amounnted to 3978,
during the half-yesrly term of last wintar.

The mortality in some parts of the Punjaub
hsa lately been enormously high. In Faridabad
the death-rato roached 260 per 1000, whilo at Ri-,
warl it was 178 per 1000. The prevailing form
of sicknesa and the principal cause of death is
disrrhees, in many cases resembling cholera. In
consequouce of the recent floods, many of the vil-
Inge wells had become grossly contaminated with
the filth washed into them. Dameged grain wrs
also caten by the poor.

The It&lin.n:joumala relate that a vice-profes-
sor of tho Faculty of Medicine of Naples, having
asked permission of the Faculty to open a course
of homwopathy, received the following answer ;—
The Faculty could not grant the authorization,
seeing that rational medicine, which is taught on
the basis of natural sciences, excludes allopathy
a8 well a3 homoopathy, and, indeed, all absolute

/

systews of medicine.” This is the first time, ob- .

serves I Morgagui, that an Italian Faculty has
officially declared itself the vepresentative of &
rational medicine based on the objective stady~of *
nature, ard has withdrawn itwelf from-the two
systems now in vogue, -~
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