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cian for its literary and historic value rather than for its practical use-
fulness in his everyday professional life. It is a book which will afford
him pleasure and recreation in his leisure hours, and from which, never-
theless, he will obtain much that will be of value to him in his daily
routine. It will broaden his point of view, and give him a better per-
spective, not only of the specialty in which he may be engaged, but also
of all branches of medicine, to see how the particular department re-
viewed herein has grown from crude beginnings to one of the most
highly perfected of all the specialties. The author is not only a gentle-
man of eminence in the medical world, but also a litterateur and a his-
torian, and he has portrayed his subject in an interesting and charming
style. Beginning with Egyptian medicine, and continuing until the
advent of modern procedures, Dr. Wright has given the reader a story
full of entertainment and historic interest.

This is a very interesting way of studying the history of medicine,
py taking it up under the headings of diseases rather than preiods,
sehools, countries, or names of noted men. Each of these ways of study-
ing the history of medicine has its value, but the one chosen by Dr.
Wright is especially useful. We could wish that other fields of medicine
were covered in a similar manner.

ASHHURST’S TEXT BOOK OF SURGERY.

For Students and Practitioners. By Astley Paston Cooper Ashhurst, A.B., M.D,,
F.A.C.8., Instructor in Surgery in the University of Pennsylvania; Asso-
ciate Surgeon to the Episcopal Hospital; Assistant Surgeon to the Phila-
delphia Orthopedic Hospital and Infirmary for Nervous Diseases. Handsome
large octavo, 1141 pages, with 7 colored plates and 1032 illustrations, mostly
original, in the text. Philadelphia and New York: Lea & Febiger, 1914.
Cloth, $6.00 net.

This new text-book of surgery is without question the most im-
portant publication of the year in any branch of medical science. It
has been designed and prepared by one of the foremost surgeons and
teachers of the present time. It represents the most modern thought
and practice, and reflects the unusual qualifications, literary as well as
pmfessional, of its talented author. Dr. Ashhurst has presented clear
and accurate statements of facts, and has placed emphasis on the under-
lying principles; he has given particular attention to pathogeneéis, diag-
nosis and indications for treatment, and has completed the whole with
adequate deseriptions of operations. A remarkable feature of the work
is the magnificent series of 1,032 illustrations, which are almost entirely
original, and have been prepared especially for it. Each one has been




