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septum returned to its normal plane. Any, definite miethod by wihichi this

could bc accomiplishied iii a large percentage of cases îvudhave becn
accepted, it is safe to say, iiy a majority of surgeons wvith open arms as
the ideal operation; and thcy %vould flot lhave turned so enthusiastically
toward the rernoval of the cartilaginous septum as tie b)est mcthod of
treatment, particularly, when suchi treatnient is a contradiction to the
rule alrcady mentioned, namnely, to replace and not to excise normal

tissue. 1 refer to Uice vîndow operation, or subm-ucous resetion of the
cartilag-,- nouLs septum, whicli during the hast two or thrc yeairs lias becti
widehy accepted as tie operation par excellence for tie renîov ai of extreme
septal deflection.

1 carinot believe thiat \vhin Nature lias phaccd a large triangiular
or quadrangular septal cartilag-,e iii çvery person's îîose, seýparating
%vitli a firmn \all the one nasal cavitv froni Uic othier, that it Cali be
remnovcd in al wholesale manneL wvith inmpunity, a niembranous septum
beiiig leit ini its place. Yet this is the ideal operatioîî of to-day, so ideal
that several oîýerators wvtlî narvclhous technique have eachi renioved
from fifty to a liundred septal cartilages nli-cady. l3eing skilled meni, he
large nîajority of these operations have been successful;. thiat is, the
surgeon dissected back the mucous membrane with more or less of thc
pcriclîondrium from cadi side and tlîcî removed the cartilage without
perfoï-ation. Stihi, ail the operations of these skilhed nmen have not beenl
ivithout failures. 'Ne are tohd in the Arnericanz J9urnal of Sutrgery for
jUfle, 1905, that the originator of tlîe modern metlîod hiad 12 per cent.
of permanent perforations, tlîat another operator lîad -2o per cent., and
tlîat yet anotiier, and lie one of the most brilliant surgeonis of the day,
liad six perforations out of hiis first fifteeîi cases.

Iii the Laryngoscope for April this ycar the statement is mîade
tlîat the flap operation is often attended by perforation, and tlîat Killian,
one of the most skilful and successfui of operators, liad declared thiat
thc nmanagement of the lowcst part of the septunm is «'inost diflictit";
also that in the l-ajek operation "tlie columna is entircly uiîsupportcd
and may ho drawn up into the nobc I>y the contraction of the miemibrinouis
septum with very noticeable deforiiity."

Yet tlîc subniucous operation lias been so widehy iractised, and
s0 much lias been writtcn upon it, thiat cvery rhinologist is drecaming
of lus first ideal operation; and if our establislied men-sui.reons whuo
have been operating for many years-caii 50 frequently, thîo.ugh uniîî-

tentionalhy, make successful punchies throughi the septu.m, vhtMay be
expectr-d of the iîewv man, wlho is simply rubbieig his palms together in
liope of the opportunity of displaying huis brilliancy?


