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sometimes a little wire.
way for abount six weeks and then died.

¢ The next case wes the son of a trader resi-
dent at Maketu ; three of his boys went up the
river on & ramble, and lingered at the Tumnu,
resting themselves by sitting on the tufts of
gedge growing on the sand hills just above the
reach of the tida. These tufts are the principal
haunts of the Katipo. While so resting, one of
them was bitien by this insect, on the fleshy
part of the thigh, it having crawled noperceived
up his trowsers. The boys were at this time
about two miles from home. They returned
immedintely, but not thinkiug the bite of any
consequence, delayed applying to me until
towaxds evening, at which time the sufferer
became. ill, and the place bitten inflamed. I
sttended him, using the same remedies as in the
other caze ; but he suffered long, wasting, and
losing all energy, soon having the appearance of
one going into a declive. If I recollect correct-
ly, he was three months befors he rallied, and
probably arother three before he fully recovered,

¢ The next case occurred to that remarkable
man Toke, the chief of Maketu. We were
travelling together up the coast from Whaka-
tane, and halting to dine, he seated himself upon
a larys tuft of sedge. e had not been resting
many minutes before he sprang upon his feet,
saying, ‘I'am badly bitten by a Katipo.” He
was bitten on the upper part of the thigh. I
dirvected him to lis down ; T then dissolved some
carbonate of soda in a very small quantity of
water, and adding to this some brandy from my
fiask, I quickly made 2 crucial incision cver the
part bitten, and squeezed out forcibly, the blood,
and then rubbed in this antacid solutior,keeping
up this action alternately for some ten minutes,
when he said he no longer' felt the pain. Hp
remarked on rising, ‘Had you not been with me
1 should have had a long illness.’ Only twe or
thres minutes could have elupsed after the bite,
before o spot about the size of the top of the
Tittle inger appesred, and of a pe-uliar white
colour, ia strong contrast with the dusky shade
of Toke's skin. - He was, very careful to secure
s} the blood I had forced out of the wound I
bad mede, by absorbing it in’ @ piece of rag torn
from hig shirt ; this relic, now 80 doubly sacred

Ske lingered in this |

he carried into the widdle of a swamp elose by,
and I saw him stamping it down into the ground
very violently, to preserve it from possible dese-
cration.

¢ The natives generally avoid sleeping on the
sea-beach, but have no fear of the Katipo halfa
stone’s throw inland of the sea-beach line. I
never knew them (of themselves) use any other
remedy than rubbing end applyiug hot, half
scalded leaves to the part, and as soon 2s conve-
nient taking the bitten one to the priest, to -
receive the benefit of his incantations, as they
then believed in the efficacy of prayers, made to
their gods of the hills and valleys.”

The Katipo are said to be of two kinds,—one
having a dark glossy back, with a marked re.
spot or the back : the other, of about the same
size, having & similar round black and shining
body, but without the spot. '

My, Taylor, in his book, “A Leaf of the
Natural History of New Zealand,” writes thus:
% The Katipo—venomous spider—one kind red
and one black with ared spot upon its back.
Their bite appears to be very poisohous, occa-
sioning a violent swelling of the part.” Major
TTiaphy is inclined to believe that Mr. Taylor is
mistsken in describing a red Xatipo ; but agrees
with him that the one with the Llack body and
red-vermillion spot upon its back, is the most
poisonous.

A difference in the habitof the Katipo would
seem to poind to a variety, the one inhabiting
the sandy beaches of the sea-shore, taking refuge.
among the drift wood and rcots of sedge or
rushes found there, while the other one, with the
black body without the red spot, may be dis-
covered in the garden, or among the rafters of
any cld building, ‘ p

Major Heaphy says, * 1 saw one, with thered’
vermillion spot upon its back, at Massacre Bay,
rear Nelson, in the Middle Island ; a native.
there obtaining it for me, sfter a few winuted’ -
search, for a small reward. It wasfound among,
the roots of the Wiwi, or rush, around some;
dry drift wood, on the sandy beach. The'
natives weré very careful not to allow it to touch
them, they said it would kill them ; but on clost
enquiry they admitted they never knew of a casé,
of the bite ending fatally, although the bitefrom



